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Wednesday, Ocober 28, 2015 
3:30 p.m. 

Tucson Parks and Recreation Administration 
Mesquite Room 

900 South Randolph Way 
Tucson, Arizona 

 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call  
The meeting was called to order by Chair Grey-Ganz at 3:34 p.m.  Those present and absent were: 
Present: 
Commissioner Si Schorr, Mayor Representative 
Chair Caroline Grey-Ganz, Ward 2 Representative 
Commissioner Kendall Kroesen, Ward 4 Representative 
Commissioner Willie Blake, Ward 5 Representative 
Commissioner Bob Kovitz, Ward 6 Representative  
Absent:  
Vice Chair Andrea Altamirano, Ward 1 Representative 
Commissioner Michelle Crow, Ward 3 Representative 
  
Staff Present: 
Fred Gray, Tucson Parks & Recreation  
Mike Hayes, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Jane Duarte, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Peg Weber, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Jason Jacobs, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Glenna Overstreet, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Sierra Davenport, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Debby Keenan, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
 
Other: 
Margaret Hill-Kipling, Constituent 
 

2. Approval of Minutes – April 22, 2015 
Motion was made by Commissioner Blake, duly seconded by Commissioner Kroesen, to approve 
the April 22, 2015, minutes as written.  Motion carried by a voice vote of 5-0 (Vice Chair 
Altamirano and Commissioner Crow absent). 

  
3. Call to the Audience 

At this time, any member of the public is allowed to address the Committee.  Speakers are limited to three (3) minute 
presentations.  Pursuant to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, individual Committee members may ask that the matter be placed on 
a future agenda, or respond to criticism made by speakers. However, the Committee may not discuss or take legal action on 
matters raised during “call to the audience”. 
No one spoke. 
 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the 
members of the TUCSON PARKS AND RECREATION 

COMMISSION and to the general public that the TUCSON PARKS 
AND RECREATION COMMISSION will hold the following meeting 

which will be open to the public: 
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4. Reports / Announcements 
 a. Parks and Recreation Commissioners 

 Commissioner Blake reported that he enjoyed the Arizona Parks and Recreation (APRA) Conference 
in August.  He also stated that two of the accreditation reviewers he met at the Accreditation Team 
Meet and Greet event in June commented that Tucson Parks and Recreation had a really good park 
system. 

 b. Staff (distributed in meeting packet) 
  The following additional updates were provided by staff. 

Capital: Director Gray reported that the Capital budget for this fiscal year was approximately $4M; 
$2.3M of that total was associated with the RPZ Animal Health Clinic and that funding was 
dependent upon fundraising efforts by the Zoological Society; the balance of the funding would be 
from impact fees.   
Zoo: Jason Jacobs, Reid Park Zoo Administrator, reported that the Zoo Animal Health Center was a 
$4M project and they are approximately $1,750,000 away from that goal.  He stated a baby tapir 
named Toliver was born on August 30; the camel ride should reopen on November 7; and the new 
Wildlife Carousel was now operational.  Commissioner Blake inquired about access to wheelchairs at 
the Zoo, and Mr. Jacobs confirmed they were available. 
East: Glenna Overstreet, East Park District Administrator, reported the following: (2) new 
playgrounds and an additional parking lot were completed at Purple Heart Park; overseeding was 
completed in a number of fields and Reid Park areas; Vamos a Tucson Mexican Baseball Fiesta at Hi 
Corbett was a great success; Health Fair at Udall Center  for seniors and annual neighborhood block 
party at Freedom Park were held; Therapeutic Recreation participants attended and received medals at 
the Special Olympics events;  “Empty Bowls Project” was ongoing in pottery classes; and the Jennie 
Finch Camp was a great success with 175 attendees and was a great tourist attraction. 
Commissioner Kroesen asked about Parks and Recreation involvement in the campaign event at Reid 
Park sponsored by Presidential Candidate Bernie Sanders and he commented that the event went 
extremely well.  Director Gray said most of the requirements were handled by the event organizers, 
with department assistance by providing contact information. 
West: Peg Weber, West Park District Administration, reported the following: the Summer Swim 
Lesson Program was a great success in June & July (4,436 lessons were provided); high school swim 
teams are currently utilizing the pools for state championship qualifying; the KIDCO Lights on 
Afterschool event held in Reid Park included wonderful performances by participants, and it was 
reported that this very effective prevention program was noted in the Arizona Daily Star “Best of 
List”; several Health Fairs were held at the various centers, with many structured for seniors that 
included access to many social service providers with a variety of information; working with NRPA 
and the YMCA on a grant they were given to publicize and encourage youths to be outside in the 
national parks, especially the urban parks; working with the Himmel Park neighborhood to develop a 
passive recreation area; and dedication of the new playground in Mission Manor Park would occur on 
Saturday, 10/31. 
Commissioner Blake inquired about the type of senior activities available at the centers.  Examples of 
activities were provided by Ms. Overstreet and Ms. Weber that included exercise classes, games, line 
dancing, sewing classes, and shopping opportunities and field trips that are very important due to 
limited driving for some participants.  

 c. Director 
Director Gray reported that the department experienced a busy summer and currently this was a heavy 
event time of year resulting in many requests for equipment, stages and general assistance with 
numerous events. 
Budget FY16: $38M operating budget was approved which included a small increase from last year 
and would result in opening more summer pools and help cover increased costs associated with that 
activity. 
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 c. Director (continued) 

Director Gray reported that the new City Manager, Mr. Michael Ortega, started July 1 and had visited 
the Parks and Recreation department.  He added that more opportunities to show City Manager 
Ortega our park system would be arranged. 
The Annual Tucson Parks and Recreation Family Festival in the Park was scheduled for November 
21, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm.  Commissioners were encouraged to attend and assist in the Commissioner 
Information Booth if they were available; the event flyer was distributed in the meeting packet. 
 

5. Agency Accreditation Report 
Director Gray reported that the agency re-accreditation site visit was conducted on June 24-26, and a 
welcoming reception was held for the three accreditation team reviewers.  He continued that a lot of work 
by department staff in submission of the report resulted in receiving formal notification that Tucson Parks 
and Recreation received re-accreditation status and met all 151 standards.  He stated that the initial 
accreditation was received in 2010, and the re-accreditation process occurs every 5 years. 
Chair Grey-Ganz congratulated staff on this major accomplishment. 
 

6. FY 2016 Quarterly Budget Update 
Director Gray provided the quarterly update on the FY 2016 Tucson Parks and Recreation department 
budget which was also included in the meeting packet.  He stated that the budget projections thus far were 
on track through the 1st quarter of FY 2016, and projected revenues were on target.  He added that the 
City staff was holding quarterly financial monitoring team meetings that would now include the City 
Manager, and the last fiscal year and first quarter information would be reviewed at the next meeting.  He 
also reported that at the end of the last fiscal year department revenue goals were exceeded by 
approximately $350,000 and the department under expended the budget. 
Commissioner Kovitz inquired if the Vamos a Tucson Mexican Baseball Fiesta event was a net positive.  
Director Gray responded that it was a unique arrangement because the University of Arizona has 
exclusive use of Hi Corbett so arrangements for use were made through that organization.  He added that 
attendance was good at the event so it was a tourism benefit to the City.  
 

7. Parks and Recreation System Master Plan Update 
Director Gray stated that the system master plan process had begun with a significant amount of 
community outreach during the first phase that included stakeholder meetings with department staff; nine 
(9) meetings representing 42 focus groups such as athletic leagues, leisure class participants, senior 
groups, trails and bike advocates, etc., were held.  He continued that all six (6) ward offices have held 
public open houses; now in the process of gathering input from questionnaires and comment cards and a 
public survey was being finalized and it was anticipated that the initial public outreach would wrap up 
during the first week of December.  The second round of ward office public meetings would be held in 
the January time frame after the first phase of public outreach was accomplished. He added that the 
consultant has been driving the process with staff in attendance only to answer questions. 
Commissioner Schorr requested a written summary of the progress thus far of the master plan process. 
 

8. Update on Pima County Bond Package 
Director Gray provided an overview of previous discussions regarding the Pima County Bond Package.  
Package information and ballots have been distributed; election is Tuesday, November 3.   
Commissioner Kovitz inquired if the City had any plan to move forward with their own bond package if 
the county package was not approved by the voters.  Director Gray responded he would keep the 
Commission updated if that would become a possibility. 
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9. Mayor and Council Agenda Items 
 a. Future, Pending, and Adopted Agenda Items (distributed in meeting packet) 

Director Gray reported that the Tucson Parks and Recreation Commission Awards were presented by 
Mayor Rothschild on May 19, 2015.  Commissioners Blake and Altamirano assisted the Mayor with 
the presentation of the seven awards.  Director Gray also reported that Parks and Recreation staff also 
received an award from Council Member Scott for their participation in the Back to School Bash at 
the Clements Center and Civic Events staff also received an Employee Appreciation Award from 
Mayor Rothschild. 

 
10. Commission Future Agenda Items and Next Meeting Date 

a. Future Agenda Items:  
Commission Schorr provided a reminder that a system master plan update would be scheduled for the 
January meeting. 
Director Gray reminded the Commissioners to notify Debby Keenan of any agenda items they would 
like scheduled for future meetings. 

b. Next Meeting Date: 
Commissioner Kovitz suggested Wednesday, December 2, as a date to combine the November and 
December meeting dates. 
Motion was made by Commissioner Kovitz, duly seconded by Commissioner Schorr, to hold the 
next Tucson Parks and Recreation Commission on Wednesday, December 2, 2015.  Motion 
carried by a voice vote of 5-0 (Vice Chair Altamirano and Commissioner Crow).   
Chair Grey-Ganz thanked Parks and Recreation staff for their support and the staff reports provided to 
the Commission. 

c. Location: 
 No discussion was held. 
 

11. Adjournment 
Motion was made by Commissioner Blake, duly seconded by Commissioner Kroesen, to adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion carried by a voice vote of 5-0 (Vice Chair Altamirano and Commissioner 
Crow).  Meeting adjourned at 4:22 p.m. 


