
 
SIGN CODE ADVISORY AND APPEALS BOARD 

 
WEDNESDAY, December 16, 2015 

ParkTucson 
Conference Room 
110 E. Pennington 
Tucson, AZ  85701 

LEGAL ACTION REPORT 
 

 
Call to Order:  2:06 p.m. 
 
CASE T15SA00389: 
The applicant proposes to install an 81 sq.ft.  illuminated canopy sign on the south 
elevation of a new restaurant, on property subject to the General Business District.  The 
applicant requests a special permit and variances: 
 
1. Chapter 3 Sign Code, Article V. Sign Types and General Regulations, Section 3-59. 

Canopy signage requirements (such as, but not limited to: Dimensional Standards 
and Orientation) 

 
2. Chapter 3, Sign Code, Article IV. General Requirements, Section 3-42. Integrated 

Architectural Features: To encourage and promote a harmonious relationship 
between buildings and signs, the sign code advisory and appeals board is 
authorized to approve a special permit in accordance with Article XI of this sign code 
for signs that are designed into and constructed as part of an integrated architectural 
feature of a building where strict application of the provisions of this sign code would 
otherwise prohibit such signs.  

 
Ms. Kennedy made a motion to approve the applicants  request for a special 
permit and requested variances, with the exception that the letters on the canopy 
are to be 30 inches tall instead of the requested 3 6 inches with the following 
conditions: 
 

1. Substantial compliance with the two perspective drawings shown on page 
1 of 6 of the sign plans submitted November 3, 2015 . 

2. A maximum sign area of 81 square feet. 
3. Letters shall be no more than 30 inches tall. 
4. Maximum height shall be 17 feet 8 inches above t he finished grade 

immediately below the canopy sign. 
5. Top of canopy sign shall be not more than 30 inc hes above the top surface 

of the canopy directly below the canopy sign. 
6. The wall behind the canopy sign shall be a minim um of ten inches higher 

than the top of the canopy sign. 

 



7. The canopy sign may not project from the canopy fascia and may not be 
recessed more than 6 inches from the canopy fascia.  

8. No individual letter may be angled more than 25 degrees from the building 
wall. 

9. Sign shall be made up of individual bottom mount ed letters in outline form 
as depicted on the perspective drawings on page 1 o f 6 of the sign plans 
submitted November 3, 2015. 

 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Santa Maria.  The mo tion passed with a 4-0 vote. 
 
DECISION – MOTION GRANTED WITH CONDITIONS:  The Board granted the 
requested variance with the above noted conditions.  The board felt that because there 
are special circumstances applicable to the property, strict enforcement of this Sign 
Code would deprive the property of privileges enjoyed by other property in the same 
district.  The variance will not result in a special privilege to the property owner.  The 
variance will not materially and adversely affect the health and safety of persons 
residing or working in the neighborhood and will not be materially detrimental to the 
public welfare or injurious to property and improvements in the neighborhood.  The 
need for the variance is not a result of special circumstances or conditions that were 
self-imposed.  This is the minimum variance that will afford relief and is the least 
modification possible of the Sign Code provisions in question.  Physical circumstances 
or conditions, such as irregular shape, narrowness or shallowness of the lot, or 
exceptional topographic condition of the specific property, the property cannot 
reasonable be signed in conformity with the provisions of this Sign Code. 
 
ADJOURN:  Meeting adjourned at 4:15pm. 


