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MINUTES 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call  
Quorum was established at 3:30 p.m. by Debby Keenan, Parks and Recreation Recording Secretary.  Due to the 
absence of Chair Grey-Ganz and Vice Chair Altamirano, the four (4) Commissioners in attendance voted to appoint 
Commissioner Kovitz as Acting Chair. 
Motion was made by Commissioner Schorr, duly seconded by Commissioner Kroesen, to nominate 
Commissioner Kovitz to assume the role of Acting Chair for the February 24, 2016, meeting.  Motion carried 
by a voice vote of 4-0 (Chair Grey-Ganz and Vice Chair Altamirano absent). 
The meeting was called to order by Acting Chair Kovitz at 3:33 p.m.  Those present and absent were: 
Present: 
Commissioner Si Schorr, Mayor Representative 
Commissioner Kendall Kroesen, Ward 4 Representative 
Commissioner Willie Blake, Ward 5 Representative 
Commissioner Bob Kovitz, Ward 6  
Absent:  
Chair Caroline Grey-Ganz, Ward 2 Representative 
Vice Chair Andrea Altamirano, Ward 1 Representative 
 
Staff Present: 
Fred Gray, Tucson Parks & Recreation  
Mike Hayes, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Jason Jacobs, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Glenna Overstreet, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Sierra Davenport, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
Debby Keenan, Tucson Parks & Recreation 
 
Other: 
Phyllis Slote, Constituent 
Pat Metz, Constituent 
Aaron Alvarez, Watershed Management Group 
Karina Figuera, Constituent 
 

2. Approval of Minutes – January 27, 2016 
Motion was made by Commissioner Schorr, duly seconded by Commissioner Blake, to approve the January 
27, 2016, minutes as written.  Motion carried by a voice vote of 4-0 (Chair Grey-Ganz and Vice Chair 
Altamirano absent). 
 
 
 
 
 

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the 
members of the TUCSON PARKS AND RECREATION 

COMMISSION and to the general public that the TUCSON PARKS 
AND RECREATION COMMISSION will hold the following meeting 

which will be open to the public: 
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3. Call to the Audience 

At this time, any member of the public is allowed to address the Committee.  Speakers are limited to three (3) minute 
presentations.  Pursuant to the Arizona Open Meeting Law, individual Committee members may ask that the matter 
be placed on a future agenda, or respond to criticism made by speakers. However, the Committee may not discuss 
or take legal action on matters raised during “call to the audience”. 
The following constituent spoke: Phyllis Slote.  Ms. Slote voiced her concerns regarding Reid Park Miko’s Dog 
Park, specifically regarding separation of dogs based on size/weight. 
No action taken. 
 

4. Reports / Announcements 
a. Parks and Recreation Commissioners 

Commissioner Blake reported that he had recently visited several parks and found that they were in very good 
condition. 
Commissioner Kroesen voiced his appreciation for the publicity the Parks and Recreation department provided 
for the Joint Tucson Water/Tucson Audubon Society event that was held at the Sweetwater Wetlands facility 
and 375 bird trail maps were distributed during the event. He also thanked Parks and Recreation for their help in 
obtaining the grant funding and their collaboration on development of the map. 

 b. Staff (distributed in meeting packet) 
Director Fred Gray reminded the Commission of the retirement of Peg Weber, West Park District Administrator 
and that Glenna Overstreet was currently responsible as Administrator for both East and West Park Districts.  
He also stated Jane Duarte, Capital Planning Manager, had retired and he would field any capital questions. 

 c. Director 
Director Gray reported that the NC Dinos, Korean Professional Baseball Team, held their spring training at the 
Reid Park Annex Fields for the third consecutive year. He added that they will be returning for an additional 
two years and the relationship has had a very positive economic impact on the community.    

 
5. Tucson Parks and Recreation Commission 2016 Awards Program 

Acting Chair Kovitz referred to the draft award program guidelines included in the meeting packet. Discussion was 
held regarding nomination submission deadline. Director Gray added that presentation was typically at a Mayor and 
Council meeting in May.  
Motion was made by Commissioner Blake, duly seconded by Commissioner Kroesen, to approve Friday, 
April 15, 2016, as the deadline for submission of nominations for the 2016 Tucson Parks and Recreation 
Commission Awards.  Motion carried by a voice vote of 4-0 (Chair Grey-Ganz and Vice Chair Altamirano 
absent). 
 

6. Parks and Recreation System Master Plan Updates 
Director Gray provided an update on the Parks and Recreation System Master Plan process.  He reported that the 
final tabulations and results of the overall master plan survey had been distributed to the Commission, and the cross 
tabulations by both household type and by ward.  He added that an overview presentation was provided to the 
Mayor and Council on February 9th.  Director Gray said the results demonstrated that a lot of people use parks 
facilities and there was a high emphasis on neighborhood and community parks, the Reid Park Zoo, and trails, 
greenways, and biking/walking paths.  He also said the results determined that the way many people learn about 
parks programs was from friends and family, i.e. ‘word of mouth’, with not as much emphasis on social media and 
web-based contact as initially thought.  Discussion of various survey results was held. 
Director Gray said the next round of public meetings would be scheduled for each ward, and staff would be 
contacting the ward offices regarding the possibility of combining the public ward meetings.  He stated that when 
the executive summary of the full survey results was available, it would be distributed to the Commission after it 
had been forwarded to the Mayor and Council.  In addition to scheduling the next public meetings for late 
March/early April, the next steps would include input from the Trust for Public Land on the economic impact of 
parks and recreation facilities and programs/services in the community, and property values in regard to proximity to 
the parks.  He reported that it was anticipated that a preliminary draft would be available to present to the 
commission in the May/June time frame.  
 

 
 
 



APPROVED 032316 

TPRC Minutes 
February 24, 2016 
Page Three 
 

 
7. FY 2017 Budget Discussion 

Director Gray provided an update on the FY 2017 budget process.  He said part of the strategy for developing a 
structurally balanced budget was reduction of the work force by offering retirement incentives, and to put a hold on 
vacancies with the exception of critical positions.  He said the retirement effective date was February 5, and several 
of the Parks retirements included supervisors and managers so the department developed an interim reporting 
structure.  He added that some Parks employees had been accepted into enterprise fund departments, such as Water 
and Environmental Services.  He continued that an update received from the City Manager stated that the original 
deficit in December of $42M had been reduced to $25M as a result of actions to date.  On February 29, the City 
Executive Leadership Team would be meeting to determine how to further close the deficit gap by reviewing 
programs and services.  Question and answer period followed. 
 

8. Mayor and Council Agenda Items 
 a. Future, Pending, and Adopted Agenda Items (distributed in meeting packet) 
  No further discussion was held.   
 
9. Commission Future Agenda Items and Next Meeting Date 

a. Future Agenda Items: 
The commissioners requested that Director Gray provide an update on the System Master Plan process and 
include the public ward office meeting dates. Commissioner Schorr requested that the results of the recent 
Mayor survey be forwarded to the commissioners; Director Gray responded that staff would forward the results. 

b. Next Meeting Date:  Wednesday, March 23, 2016 
 No discussion was held.  
c. Location: 
 No discussion was held.  

 
10. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Commissioner Blake, duly seconded by Commissioner Kroesen, to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion carried by a voice vote of 4-0 (Chair Grey-Ganz and Vice Chair Altamirano absent).  Meeting 
adjourned at 4:20 p.m. 
 
 

  
 


