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2016 
CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE 

January 12, 2016 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

The CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE (CCC) held a meeting on Tuesday, January 12, 2016, 
3:00 PM, at the Tucson Parks and Recreation Administration Office (900 S Randolph Way), 
Tucson, Arizona. The meeting took place in the Mesquite Conference Room.  
              

 
1. Call to Order/ Roll call 

 
Quorum was established and the meeting was called to order at 3:05 PM.  In attendance were Dick 
Reeves, Lissette DeMars, John Schwarz, Joanie Sawyer, Madeline Kiser, Barbara Warren, Charles 
Hutchinson, Ben Champion, Frank Slingerland, Linda Ellinor, Juan Garcia. 
 

2. Audience introductions 
 
Madeline Rider 
- Graduate student at the U of A, runs the Energy and Climate Committee.  We are working to 

promote the Climate Action Plan process at the U of A. 
 
Kris Basil 
- Realtor with Omni Homes International, have a green designation and am passionate about 

housing, weatherization, sustainability.  Attend the meetings to see what the committee is doing 
and pass it on to the community and clients. 

 
Leslie Ethen 
- With the City of Tucson, Ben and Gregg have asked me to attend. 

 
3. Action: December 16, 2015 Minutes 

                       
This item was continued to the February meeting. 
 

4. General Announcements  
 

- Bilingual Climate Change “This changes everything” being shown at the Screening room on 

January 28th from 1:00 – 4:00 PM. 

 
- 18 trained facilitators for Building Resilient Neighborhoods. Will help neighborhoods who are 

interested in talking about what to do when power goes out and being prepared in the face of 
climate change.  At least 4 neighborhoods have signed up.  Menlo Park has done this.   

 
 
  

Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the 
members of the CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE and to the general 

public that THE CLIMATE CHANGE COMMITTEE will hold the 
following meeting which will be open to the public: 
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5. Action: Committee Vacancies – Discussion of Desired Skills/Representation 

 
The committee discussed the current seat vacancies.  Joanie expressed concerns about membership 
terms ending in April 2016.  Staff will look look into this and will inform the committee of any pending 
term outs.   
 

 – What kind of people do we want to have on the committee?  We need to look at reassigning some 
people to primary seats. 
 
Barbara made a motion to move James Sell from alternate to primary Green Infrastructure seat, Linda 
Ellinor from alternate to primary Grassroots Advocacy seat and nominate/move Ben Champion to the 
Workforce Development seat.  John seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved. 
 

 – No one represents water or electricity, important to have this. 

 

 – Can we ask city employees to serve on the committee? 

 – Current city employees cannot. 
 

– Bruce Plank is a possibility, I would also like to see more low income and minority representation. 
 

– Young people.   
 

– Moses Thompson, does gardening stuff from Manzo Elementary in Barrio Hollywood. 
 

 – Sara Hurd, Easter Seals Foundation, works with high risk families she hits a few of the needed 
areas.  Have been talking to her about the Public Health and Social Services seats 
 

 – Luis Perales 

 

– Send all ideas to Juan, we can talk about these at the next meeting. 

 

 – Approach other coalitions.  Peer and Family support coalition, The Re-Entry coalition, Tucson Urban 

League.   
 
The members took turns introducing themselves and provided some of their background. 
 

6. Action: Committee New Year’s Resolutions – goals for the year  

 
Current efforts: 
 

Mitigation plan – Has been shopped to the council members, received feedback individually but has 
not made it to Study Session.  Need one of them to request that it be put on M/C agenda for 
discussion.  Gregg and Ben will reach out to Council Member Paul Cunningham for his support to do 
so.   The committee asked staff to distribute the 2011 Mitigation Plan by email to the membership 
 

Adaptation plan – In draft form, needs some work before it can be shopped to M/C. 
 

Advisory committee coalition – better know what each group is working on, perhaps collaborate and 
co-support efforts. 



Climate Change Committee  

Meeting Minutest 

January 12, 2016 
 

3 
Approved March 9, 2016 

   

Guest Speakers – People to inform the group, understand different dimensions of climate issues. 
 
What additional items do we want to consider, what types of guests? 
 

 – What is this committee’s optimum role in the community?  What are we position to be best at that no 

one else can do? 
 

 – Start a subcommittee that includes non-members to talk with TEP.  TEP is a real key, if they will 
think in terms of Net-Zero this will be huge step forward. 
 

 – A role we can play, convene key characters in the committee.   
 

 – The committee mandate is really broad.  A lot of leeway to choose how to position yourself.  The 
committee was created to provide recommendations to M/C, these do not have to be in response to a 
request, the committee can initiate things.  A convening role is a legitimate thing for the committee to 
be doing.  Education is an element of this. 
 

 – How does the Paris agreement impact what we have been doing and the thinking of the council 
members?  Maybe take things back to the council members and have this conversation. 
 

 – Was thinking the same thing, to build on something that has gained support somewhere else.  

Group of countries have agreed to do this; this is how we think you can support it.  Makes for stronger 
argument. 
 

 – Only problem is, the council members have no issue with supporting the Net Zero as long as there is 
a reasonable way to get to it.  The committee has not come up with this way, this is why we should 
engage with TEP and others. 
 

 – Were there steps that came out of the Paris summit? 
 

– Each country put forward what they are willing to do, what they are doing.  This was combined and 
used to forge a comment commitment.  US efforts are a number of executive actions and an aggregate 
of business/Higher education community efforts. 
 

 – The committee has done a number of things and have made recommendations to council offices 

and in this committee 
. 

1) The Mitigation Plan – Implemented in part 

2) Adaptation Plan – Met with PAG about regional thinking about plan, not sure where PAG is 

with this. 
3) Plan Tucson -  How the adaptation plan items fit within Plan Tucson that overlapped. 

4) Skip Laitner – He is meeting with TEP and others to talk about building energy efficiency 
proposals and business plans 

5) Network – Ben’s presentation in terms of Climate adaptation.  INC slide excerpts from their 
sustainability directors network innovation work. 
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- Take Ben’s info and create a framework to help steer the committee’s convening power. 

 
 

- Take the chapter areas to identify key players in Tucson to bring together. 
 

- Use storytelling to bring people together, the committee can educate and raise awareness in 
people. 
 

- Can involve the press to help us raise awareness 
 

- Will need clarification from the Clerk’s office for nuances of using press.  Letter to the editor from 
the committee, press releases? 
 

- Per our Bylaws, we must have a unified voice when speaking for the committee.   
 

- Invite some of the potential partners to our meetings; they can do the community organizing.  This 
is the convening we can do. 
 

- Can we invite media to a meeting if we have something important to say?  These meetings are 
open to the committee.  Use this to create buzz. 
 

- Committee’s role in helping City meet commitment to compact of Mayors 
 

- Gregg needs committee feedback on the draft Adaptation Report.  Send notes to Juan and he will 
send to Gregg. 
 

- The committee requests that the Carbon Neutrality recommendation, draft of the adaptation plan, 
the Mitigation plan, and the link to slides, including numbers, Ben presented.  

 
 

7. Action: Possible Temporary Sub-Committee on Process 
 

The committee discussed Sub-committees.  No action taken. 
                                                                 

8. Call to the Audience 
 

Kris Basil 
- Want to be excited for 2016 and jump right into it.  Good point made that this is an advisory 

committee.  Good point that there is no reasonable way to achieve Net Zero by 2040.  In 
November the committee had the what, the When, but it stopped at the How (reasonable way to 
reach Net Zero by 2040), this is what the Council Members want to hear.  As an advisory board 
this is what the committee needs to advise on.  A compelling goal for 2016 is to introduce 
sustainable methods to recover the Tucson economy and pull us into the black.  There are green 
methods that can help Tucson become a healthy community.  Right now we are not, we are 48 in 
education, we are the last city economically that anyone wants to come to in the state.  Tucson 
proper is struggling big time.  A lot of this is housing.  Weatherization is one of the ways to lift 
Tucson up.  2016 short term goals should be to find sustainable ways to raise Tucson up and 
make it financially healthy again.  Tax incentives, rebates, through local credit unions to promote 
weatherization.  Incentives to use green sustainable products in fix up’s, get a tax credit.  Tucson 
Urban League offers weatherization; City could expand this to higher incomes.  Short term goals 
can go after while long term goals (TEP, etc.) are developed.   

 
9. Future agenda items    

 
The committee requested that future agendas include: 
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- INCO/HCP framework 

 
- Carbon Neutrality recommendation 

 
- Mitigation Plan 

 
- Guest presentations (TEP, Sustainable Tucson) 

 
- CCC meeting schedule, quarterly evening meetings                          

 
10. Adjournment 

 
The meeting adjourned at 5:06 PM 

 
 

 


