
       

Tucson - Pima County Metropolitan Energy Commission

Approved Minutes
Thursday, August 18, 2016 8:00 a.m.

Ward III Council Office
1510 E. Grant Rd., Tucson, AZ 85719

Call to Order - Role Call/Political Contacts/Introduction of Guests
The meeting of the Tucson – Pima County Metropolitan Energy Commission (the 
“Commission”) was called to order by Mr. Bulechek, Chair, at 8:40 a.m. A quorum 
was established. Members present:  Bruce Plenk, David Gebert, Hank Krzysik, 
Jerry Kachenko, Michael Hoffman, Neil Markowitz, Paul Durham, Robert 
Bulechek, Robert Neifert, Susanne Cotty. Ex-officio members present: Julie 
Robinson and Jason Laros. Guests: Yolanda Lozano, City of Tucson Office of 
Boards and Commissions and her assistant, Maria Talamante, Terry Finefrock, and 
Kris Basil.

Approval of Minutes
Minutes for the meeting of the Commission held on July 21, 2016 were 
unanimously approved by a voice vote. The motion to approve was made by Mike 
Hoffman and seconded by Hank Kryzik. 

Treasurer's Report – Jason Laros
Mr. Laros reported that the Commission has a cash balance of $4,053.50, 
unchanged from the Commission’s previous meeting.

Open Meeting Law – Yolanda Lozano
Ms. Lozano introduced her assistant, Maria Talamante. Both work in the Boards 
and Commissions office in the City Clerk’s office. 
Ms. Lozano described provisions of the Arizona Open Meeting Law (the “OML”) 
as they apply to the Commision and the following is summarized from her report. 
The OML requires public notice of meetings in the form of an agenda which the 
Boards and Commissions office likes to receive 48 hours before the scheduled 
meeting. The public is allowed to attend, film and/or record the meeting and the 
meeting must be held in a space large enough to accommodate members of the 
public who want to attend. All actions of the body (in this case, the Commission) 
must occur in a public meeting. All subcommittees must follow the same rules as 
the Commission – an agenda 48 hours in advance and preparation of a legal action 
report (“LAR”) and minutes after the meeting.
The purpose of the OML is to maximize public participation in government, notice 
about government action and transparency and avoid decision-making in secret. 
What is a meeting? Any gathering, including an electronic gathering such as a 
conference call, at which a quorum is present. A member can join a meeting 
electronically, but that member is not counted toward a quorum and can’t vote. A 
member can call another member and discuss something, even if that subject is on 
the group’s agenda, but those members can’t “daisy chain” by discussing the matter 
with other members to comprise a quorum. 

Prospective Commission Member
Terry Finefrock, a prospective new Commission member, summarized his 
background and energy-related qualifications. Following his presentation, the 
Commission discussed his candidacy in a brief executive session. After the 
executive session, Dave Gebert made a motion that the Commission recommend the
appointment of Mr. Finefrock.  Hank Krzysik seconded the motion and it was 
approved by a unanimous voice vote.
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Governance Working Group – Susanne Cotty
Ms. Cotty distributed the draft bylaws and instructed members to send any edits to her in the next two weeks. The 
bylaws are expected to be on the agenda for the next meeting of the Commission.

Office of Boards and Commissions Survey of Commission Members – Jason Laros
Mr. Laros gave a brief summary of the survey of Commission members completed by the Boards and 
Commissions office.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 9:46 a.m. due to lack of a quorum as members left for other commitments. Items on the 
agenda not referenced in these minutes were not addressed at the meeting due to lack of time.
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