
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
  
 
 
 
1. Roll Call:  

The meeting was called to order by CWAC Chair Brian Wong at 6:58 a.m.  Those present and absent were:  
 
Present: 
Brian Wong   Chairperson, Representative, City Manager 
Mark Murphy     Representative, Mayor 
Catlow Shipek   Representative, City Manager 
Mark Taylor Representative, City Manager  
Chuck Freitas   Representative, City Manager  
Mitch Basefsky Representative, City Manager 
Jean McLain Representative, City Manager 
Placido dos Santos  Representative, City Manager 
Mark Stratton   Representative, City Manager 
Holly Lachowicz   Representative, Ward 3 
George White   Representative, Ward 4 
Mark Lewis   Vice Chair, Representative, Ward 5  
Kelly Lee   Representative, Ward 6 
Timothy Thomure   Tucson Water, Director, Ex-Officio Member 
 
Absent: 
Ryan Lee   Representative, Ward 1 
Michelle Crow   Representative, Ward 2 
Jackson Jenkins Pima County Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department Director,  

Ex-Officio Member 
 
Tucson Water Staff Present: 
Sandy Elder   Deputy Director 
Scott Clark   Deputy Director 
Jeff Biggs   Water Administrator 
Pat Eisenberg   Water Administrator  
Andrew Greenhill   Intergovernmental Affairs Manager 
Wally Wilson   Chief Hydrologist 
Fernando Molina   Water Program Superintendent 
Candice Rupprecht  Public Information Specialist 

 Johanna Hernandez  Staff Assistant 
 Kris LaFleur   Staff Assistant 
    

Others Present:  
Amy Stabler   City of Tucson, Ward 6 
Mike Block   Metro Water 
Julie Brugger   University of Arizona 
Gregg Garfin   University of Arizona 
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2. Announcements – Vice Chair Lewis briefly discussed his attendance at the last Water Augmentation Council 
meeting.  Chair Wong announced a new member, Ms. Holly Lachowicz.  Member Lachowicz introduced herself 
to the Committee. 
 

3. Call to Audience – No action taken. 
 

4. Review of May 4, 2016 Legal Action Report and Me eting Minutes – Member Murphy noted some clerical 
corrections to the minutes.  Committee Member Freitas motioned to approve the Meeting Minutes of May 4, 
2016, as corrected.  Member Stratton seconded.  Motion passed unanimously by a voice-vote of 12-0. 
 

5. Director’s Report –  
 
a. Mayor and Council Items – On June 7th, Mayor and Council will consider two IGA renewals, Project WET 

and SmartScape, both conservation and education programs. 
 
Ward 1 requested an update in July from Sonora Environmental Research Institute (SERI) regarding its 
work in conservation and low income programs.  This includes work done in conjunction with Tucson 
Water. 
 

b. Informational Items – Tucson Water received AA bond ratings from all rating agencies. Previous AA 
ratings resulted in a cumulative $9 million savings on interest.  The 15th Anniversary Clearwater celebration 
was a well-attended and successful event. Next week, a City of Tucson delegate will attend the One Water 
Summit, consisting of employees from Tucson Water and Ward personnel.  The 84-inch main repair is 
complete and back in service with no complications or complaints.  The AOP funds disbursement is 
expected as early as the fall.  The decision regarding allocation of the currently unallocated funds will be 
made by the Mayor and Council. 

 
Kelly Lee arrived at 7:06 a.m. 

 
6. Subcommittee Reports –  

 
Technical, Planning, and Policy Subcommittee –  Subcommittee Chair Murphy reported that the 
Subcommittee performed their annual review of the Water Service Area Policy, scheduled on the agenda 
today.  The Subcommittee has no recommendation for change to the Water Service Area Policy. 
 
Finance Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chair Stratton reported that the Subcommittee discussed the 
previous financial plan process and how that process should proceed in the coming years.  The Subcommittee 
also prioritized topics for discussion concerning the deep dive into the future rate 
 
Conservation and Education Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chair Shipek reported the Subcommittee is 
discussing definitions and metrics for conservation. 
 
Bill Redesign Ad-Hoc Subcommittee – Subcommittee Chair Freitas reported that the Subcommittee is 
awaiting a final version of the bill redesign, and likely the final meeting of the Subcomittee. 
 
RWRAC Update – Member Taylor reported there was no meeting to report on. 
 

7. Subcommittee Appointment – No action taken. 
 

8. Water Legislation Report 1 – Tucson Water staff member Andrew Greenhill presented a PowerPoint on the 
State of Arizona 2016 Legislative session.  Five key water bills were reviewed: HB 2391 passed and was 
signed, HB 2325 passed and was signed, SB 1268 passed and was vetoed, SB 1400 passed and was vetoed, 
and HB 2549 failed.  HB 2391 addresses a municipality’s ability to recover costs for acquiring a public or 
private water or wastewater utility.  It has minimal impact to Tucson Water, except in regards to notification 
requirements that will affect the financial plan process.  HB 2325 addressed fees collected from water or 
wastewater operator certifications, allowable lead content in pipes and plumbing fixtures, and exemptions of 
lead requirements.  It has minimal impact to Tucson Water.  SB 1268 attempted to address adequate water 
supply requirements outside an Active Management Area.  SB 1400 attempted to address the renewal of 
adequate water supply requirements.  The Governor vetoed both SB1268 and SB 1400 as threats to Arizona’s 

                                                           
1 Vice Chair Lewis departed at 7:44 a.m. and returned at 7:46 a.m.;  
Member McLain departed at 7:50 a.m. and returned at 7:53 a.m. 
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water future.  HB 2549 attempted to address public construction piping materials; this bill was never heard in 
committee. 
 
The 2017 Legislative Session will likely include some focus on issues surrounding the Lower Basin Drought 
Contingency Plan.  The Committee requested semi-regular updates on water legislation, including if Mayor and 
Council have taken a position, during the legislative session. 
 

9. Green Streets – Mr. James McAdams, of the City Manager’s Office, provided an overview of the Green Streets 
policy.  The internal policy is an active practice guideline intended to maximize the benefits of green 
infrastructure on newly constructed roadways.  The policy includes practices such as curb cuts, water 
harvesting, suppers and other green infrastructure practices.  The policy sets forth processes and performance 
goals related to water collection, water retention, infiltration, supplemental irrigation, and canopy cover.  The 
green infrastructure should be able to support irrigation of the landscape with minimal watering in five years.  
The policy strives for integration of green infrastructure into the design and to include related utilities as early in 
the process as possible.  Mr. Gary Wittwer, of the City of Tucson Department of Transportation, discussed the 
implementation of the Green Streets policy.  Since the policy was enacted in 2013, two projects have 
completed designs in accordance with the policy, but no projects have been completed under the policy to 
date.  An example of the plans designed under this policy was provided.  Mr. Wittwer discussed some data in 
relation to water harvesting potential for designed projects.  Estimates reflect the potential to collect about three 
times the amount of water needed to support the landscape.  There are five future projects planned under the 
policy.  Nine projects are currently under construction, or recently completed, that include some green 
infrastructure features, but were not designed under the policy.  It was noted that minimal water is needed to 
support native landscape, and that siltation at scuppers is less than previously thought.  There was discussion 
about supplemental watering during the five-year establishment of landscaping and green infrastructure, 
including cost estimates. 
 

10. CWAC Research 2 –  
 
Ms. Julie Brugger, of the University of Arizona, presented a PowerPoint on research she performed on CWAC 
for a University study in 2012-2013.  The CWAC related research was performed to determine if and how 
CWAC contributed to the adaptive capacity of water management.  Three indicators of adaptive capacity were 
focused on specifically in relation to CWAC: fair governance, networks, and learning capacity.  Research was 
performed via contextual research, participant observations, and interviews.  Research reflected that CWAC 
positively affected all three of the adaptive capacity indicators.  Researchers concluded that CWAC made water 
management more participatory, legitimate, representative, responsive, and accountable.  Additionally, CWAC 
aids in the development and maintenance of relationships and promotes mutual learning of CWAC, the Utility, 
the public, and the Mayor and Council.  Contributing factors to CWAC’s effectiveness were discussed. 
 
Member Kelly Lee departed at 8:28 a.m. 
 

11. Water Checkbook/Water Service Area Policy –  
 
Tucson Water staff member Melodee Loyer introduced the presentation on the Water Checkbook and Water 
Service Area Policy.  Tucson Water staff member Wally Wilson walked the Committee through graphs 
depicting the available renewable potable supply for calendar year 2015, as well as available effluent and long-
term storage credits for calendar year 2015.  Ms. Loyer provided a brief background on the water service area 
policy.  Water service requests, approvals, and denials, were summarized.  In 2015, there were seven appeals.  
The appeals board confirmed Tucson Water’s denial of service in all of the cases.  The appeals were briefly 
discussed. 

 
12. Future Meeting / Agenda Items – See projected agenda. 

 
13. Adjournment  – Meeting was adjourned at 9:09 a.m. 

 
Approved 9/7/2016 

                                                           
2 Chair Wong departed at 8:03 a.m. and returned at 8:05 a.m. 


