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1. Call to Order - Role Call/Introduction of Guests (5 Min) 

The meeting of the Tucson Pima County Metropolitan Energy Commission 
(TPCMEC) was called to order at 8:15am by the Chair R. Bulechek.  A quorum 
was established with the following commissioners in attendance:  Bruce Plenk, 
David Gebert, Hank Krzysik, Javier Lopez, Jerry Kachenko, Michael Hoffman, 
Neil Markowitz, Robert Bulechek, Susanne Cotty, Vincent Pawlowski, and Ex-
Officio member Jason Laros.  Guests: Elaine Becherer, City of Tucson; Dante 
Archangeli, Tucson Artisan Builders and Averde Consulting; Joanie Sawyer and 
Ben Champion, City of Tucson’s Climate Change Committee; Peter Dobrovolny, 
District 2030; Grace Gegenheimer, Tucson Chamber of Commerce. 
 

2. Approval of TPCMEC Minutes, Jul-15, Sep-15, Dec-15, Jan-16, May-16, 
Aug-16 – Michael Baruch (5 Min) 
Motion to approve the minutes from the TPCMEC meeting of August 18 was 
made by M. Hoffman and seconded by B. Plenk.  The motion was passed by 
unanimous voice vote��

 
3. Treasurer's Report – Jason Laros (2 Min) 

J. Laros reported that there is no change to report and that the cash balance is still 
$4,053.50. 
 

4. City Commissions Recommendations - Jason Laros & Julie Robinson (20 
Minutes) 
E. Becherer verbally informed the Commissioners of TPCMEC, that the City’s 
Committee to Review and Reform Commissions and Committees has 
recommended that the Climate Change Committee (CCC) and the Metropolitan 
Energy Commission (TPCMEC) be combined and regionalized as a City-County 
Commission with their scope broadened from just energy and just climate to the 
sustainability policies and priorities of the City and County.  The Director of the 
City’s Committee to Review and Reform Commissions and Committees agrees 
with the recommendation.  The Commissioners of TPCMEC also received this 
information by email to be studied before the meeting.  Ms. Becherer informed the 
Commissioners that they now needed to discuss, debate and finalize a decision 
with a vote as to whether the TPCMEC Commissioners agree or disagree with the 
City’s recommendation.  

 
A letter was received by the Commissioners of TPCMEC, prior to the meeting by 
email from the County Administrator, Mr. C.H. Huckelberry.  The final page of 
the letter carried 2 paragraphs under the heading of “Recommendations” which 
stated: 

 
“Based on the demonstrated capacity to serve as an advisory body to the 
City and County on energy matters, our preference is to retain and support 
the Tucson Pima County Metropolitan Energy Commission in its current 
form and retain its focus on complex energy issues that affect both 
jurisdictions.  It should be noted, that the City’s decision to merge the 
groups (CCC and TPCMEC) also does not reflex a consensus of TPMEC 
members or staff perspectives. 

�

�������	�
��
�	����
���������

�������������
����
��	������������	����������
�

��
��������� ��!��
����������

"������#$���
"�#�%
�������
�

"����������
��
����
������	��&�

'�����	������� �����������
����
��	��������(���%&$�
��

'�����	��))&�
�
%�
�
�������*���	�����	���
��

+��	�'���(����
�
���
&�
��	��������
��,���
-��

���	������&�
.�����������
���

.�������	����� �%�����
�
��-���))����
���%
��	��
��

.�����+��)����
���)�&�
���%
������
-�

����

��%��� �����/%�����
0����1�.�$����
�������

��
��
����(	(����
������
��2�����
�%��&����

�

Ex-officio members 
�

"��
�#��� �����������
�
��-��'�
�-���
%����)�����
�
�

"�	���.��
�
�
'�
�-�� �������
���	������-��&��
��&��%�
���3))����)�������
���	����
�
��%
�������
�
�

�



Merging the Climate Change Committee and TPMEC, basically makes this a City of Tucson commission with 
changed objectives.  This decision will require the Board of Supervisors to either amend Resolution 1980-57, or 
terminate it.  Our recommendation is to delay a final County decision on whether to continue to be a joint 
participant in the merged commission or to dissolve it until such time it is determined whether the merged 
commission will provide any benefit to the County now that its mission, goals and objectives are changed.” 
 
The discussion began with M. Hoffman saying while we all can appreciate the City’s concern to be more effective 
and cost efficient that this merger has the appearance of being more cost effective on paper than in reality.  R. 
Bulechek expressed concern that it might be harder to focus on specific issues as the scope of a combined group 
would be much larger.  N. Markowitz pointed out that even though a combined group would have a changed focus, 
that as a combined group, we would have a louder voice, a larger lobby to support the City’s Sustainability program.  
Ben Chamberlain, Chair of the CCC, stated that he has struggled with this decision as well and has a concern of 
“Who” would we advise as a combined group and “What” would we advise as a combined group, but he agrees that 
as a combined group we could be more effective and have a larger lobby to support and help direct the City and 
County’s sustainability programs.  B. Plenk pointed out that the City does not have a Sustainability Department 
while the County has upgraded their Sustainability Department, so “Who” would we be advising?  H. Krzysik made 
a recommendation that we create a subcommittee between the CCC and the TPCMEC to see what the two groups 
have in common and we could hold a vote at the October meeting.  Ms. Becherer pointed out that we do not have 
that kind of time, a decision needed to be made today.  S. Cotty pointed out the concern of the “Recommendation” 
paragraphs in the letter from the County and that the language seems to be clear that if the TPCMEC agrees and the 
two Commissions are combined the County will terminate their involvement with a combined Commission.  B. 
Plenk and M. Hoffman both expressed agreement and equal concern.  V. Pawlowski expressed concern about needed 
more time to discuss how we would make this merger beneficial and “who” we would report to. 

 
Chair R. Bulechek asked for a verbal vote on one of three actions: 
 
1. A “No” vote with a memo response to City and County. 
2. A “Maybe” vote using a Governance working group along with a memo response to City and County. 
3. A “Yes” vote using combined working groups and review at the end of 12 months if there is any benefit to the 
City and County. 
 
A motion was made by M. Hoffman and seconded by D. Gebert to vote on Chair R. Bulechek’s recommendation.  
The vote results were: 
 
 8 for option 1, a “No” vote 
 1 for option 2, a “Maybe” vote with Governance working groups 
 1 abstention 
 
B. Plenk made a motion that the following statement be included with the “No” vote to be sent to the City and the 
County and the motion was seconded by M. Hoffman.  The statement reads: 
 
"TPCMEC appreciates the concept of a  merger between the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the TPCMEC 
to pursue related goals, but due to the likelihood that this will end the County's  important participation in 
TPCMEC; along with other various unknowns, we at the TPCMEC disagree with the City's recommendations of 
merging the Climate Change Commission (CCC) and the TPCMEC at this time." 
 
A verbal vote of 9 “for” and 1 “against” was cast. 
 
5. Governance Working Group - Susanne Cotty (10 Min) 
- Bylaws Revisions 
S. Cotty introduced the “new” changes to the bylaws.  J. Lopez made a motion to vote on the proposed changes to 
the bylaws and the motion was seconded by M. Hoffman.  A verbal unanimous vote was cast. The Subcommittee 
will meet during the third week of each month, location/time details are pending. 
 
6. Electrification of Transportation Working Group - Dave Gebert (10 Min) 
- Drive Electric Week 
- Prospective Group EV Purchase Program 
- Prospective Projects 
 



 
D. Gebert updated the Commission on the working groups meeting this evening.  The working group was supposed 
to meet the previous week and this was to be an update on the events of that meeting, but the meeting was moved to 
this week.  The working group is to meet the first Thursday of each month at the Ward 6 office at 5pm.  This 
evenings meeting will have a presentation by Colleen Crowninshield, Clean Cities Coordinator at PAG, on the 
availability of funding and grant money to help build infrastructure and what is involved in acquiring those funds. 
 
7.  Energy Efficiency Working Group - Hank Krzysik (10 Min) 
- Prospective Projects 
 
H. Krzysik informed the Commission that the group will be meeting the second Thursday of every month at the 
Ward 2 office at noon. 
 
8. Renewable Energy Working Group (10 Min) 
-Rate Case Update - Bruce Plenk 
-Prospective Projects - Paul Durham 
 
R. Bulechek updated the Commission on the events around the Electric Utilities Rate Cases.  He stated that the 
“Demand Charges” are currently no longer being considered and that “Net Metering” is in limbo until after the value 
of solar study is completed.  The subcommittee meets during the fourth week of each month. 
 
9. TPCMEC Officer Elections - Hank Krzysik (10 Min) 
 
H. Krzysik informed the commission that we had 2 candidates for Chair, 1 candidate for Vice Chair and none for 
Secretary.  R. Bulechek asked the Commissioners their opinion on the term of this election, since the elections are 
traditionally held December to begin January and cover the next year and this year’s elections have been put off 
until this month.  J. Kachenko stated that he believed the term should be for this year only and in December we 
should hold next year’s elections, this would buy some time to get a nomination for the position of secretary.  There 
were no dissenting opinions by the Commission and R. Bulechek agreed.  H. Krzysik announced that for Chair the 
nominations were Robert Bulechek and Susanne Cotty.  A private written ballot vote was cast with the following 
results: R. Bulechek - 5 votes; S. Cotty - 4 votes. 
 
H. Krzysik announced R. Bulechek is the winner and will remain Chair.  He then announced that the one candidate 
for Vice Chair is H. Krzysik and with a unanimous verbal vote H. Krzysik won and will serve as Vice Chair.  R. 
Bulechek announced since there was no nomination for secretary that he will assign the position in a rotation 
manner until the end of the term (the end of the year).  R. Bulechek asked J. Laros if he would be interested in 
continuing on as Treasurer, and J. Laros stated that this would be agreeable.  The commission approved with a 
unanimous verbal vote.  
 
10. TPCMEC Intern - Robert Neifert (5 Min) 
 
Due to R. Neifert being absent and the lack of time this item was not addressed. 
 
11. Actions/Decisions Review 
 
Due to the lack of time this item was not addressed. 
 
12. Call to the Audience/Announcements (5 Min) 
 
Two guests introduced themselves and gave some background information. 
 
13. Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:03 am. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted by J. Kachenko 
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