
Barrio Histórico Historic Zone Advisory Board 
Monday, October 10, 2016, 4:00 PM 

Santa Rita Room, Second Floor 
Joel Valdez Main Library, 101 N. Stone Ave. 

Tucson, AZ  85701  
 
 

MINUTES 
 

Agenda:  
 

1. Roll call:  A quorum was established including Bill Balak, Jody Gibbs, Mary 
Lou Heuett, Bob Vint. 

 
2. Call to the audience:  No one spoke. 

 
3. Approval of the minutes of 8/8/16 

 
Motion 1:  Bob Vint moved and Mary Lou Heuett secon ded that the minutes 
be approved.  The vote was 4 yes – 0 no, to approve . 
 

4. HPZ 16-40 Valenzuela residence demo/addition, 525 S. Meyer 
 
Motion 2:  Bob Vint moved and Bill Balak seconded t hat the application be 
approved.  The vote was 4 yes – 0 no, to approve. 
 

5. HPZ 16-72 pre-school fire damage, 614 S. Meyer 
 
Motion 3:  Bob Vint moved and Bill Balak seconded t hat the application be 
approved on the condition that all doors and window s shall be wood.  The 
vote was 4 yes – 0 no, to approve. 
 

6. HPZ 16-77 rusk porch addition, 651 S. 9th Ave 
 
Motion 4:  Jody Gibbs moved and Bob Vint seconded t hat the application 
be approved as submitted plus approval at the owner ’s option of a 
completely roofed porch (without the trellis portio n) plus approval at the 
owner’s option to make minor material modifications  to the trellis to 
improve its resistance to the sun.  The vote was 4 yes – 0 no, to approve. 
 

7. Use of thin wall hollow frame construction on 18th Street East of the 
Northeast corner on Main and 18th. 

 
Motion 5:  Bob Vint moved and Mary Lou Heuett secon ded that the 
Advisory Board file a complaint with the Arizona St ate Board of Technical 



Registration against Mr. Jim Sauer, employee of Nee ley Architecture, for 
acting as the “architect” of the Tucson Pima Histor ical Commission since 
October 23, 2014, because Mr. Jim Sauer is neither an architect nor an 
architectural historian, as required by his City Cl erk appointment letter 
dated October 23, 2014.  The vote was 4 yes – 0 no, to approve.  
 
Motion 6:  Bob Vint moved and Mary Lou Heuett secon ded that the 
Advisory Board file a complaint with the Arizona St ate Board of Technical 
Registration against Mr. Scott Neeley of Neeley Arc hitecture for knowing 
that his employee, Mr. Jim Sauer, was serving as th e “architect” of the 
Tucson Pima County Historical Commission (including  presentation by Mr. 
Sauer to the Tucson Pima County Historical Commissi on Plans Review 
Subcommittee of plans prepared by Neeley Architectu re for new 
construction on 18 th Street) while also knowing that Mr. Sauer is neith er an 
architect nor an architectural historian; for faili ng to advise Mr. Sauer not to 
accept the appointment as “architect of the Tucson Pima County Historical 
Commission; and further for not notifying the City of Tucson and the 
Tucson Pima County Historical Commission that Mr. S auer is neither an 
architect nor an architectural historian.  The vote was 4 yes – 0 no, to 
approve. 
 
Motion 7:  Bob Vint moved and Jody Gibbs seconded t hat the Advisory 
Board Chairperson send a letter directly to the Cit y of Tucson Mayor and 
Council requesting that members of the Council plac e the issue of “thin 
wall hollow frame construction in the Barrio Histor ico Historic District” on 
a City Council agenda to determine if such construc tion is appropriate in 
the Historic Zone in light of the following facts: 
 

1) The Barrio Historico Advisory Board repeatedly a nd unanimously 
opposed the “thin wall hollow frame construction” p roposed by 
Neeley Architecture on projects on 18 th Street for being in violation of 
the character of Barrio Historico and the local and  national 
preservation standards. 

2) Overriding each opposition by the Barrio Histori co Advisory Board to 
the “thin wall hollow frame construction” projects proposed by 
architect/developer Neeley Architecture on 18 th Street, the Tucson 
Pima Historic Commission and the City Staff approve d the projects. 

3) Every attempt by the Advisory board to appeal th ese approvals of 
“thin wall hollow frame” projects to the Mayor and Council (as clearly 
allowed by the City Code) has been blocked by City Staff.  In the case 
of the Advisory board’s first appeal to the Mayor a nd Council, City 
Staff arbitrarily said that they did not like the w ay the appeal was 
made, although the appeal was made in a timely writ ten manner to 
the City Clerk and to the Planning director.  In th e case of the second 
appeal, City Staff said that they wanted the Adviso ry Board to pay a 



fee of $600 before they would allow the Mayor and C ouncil to hear 
the appeal. 

4) It has now come to light that the “architect” of  the Tucson Pima 
County Historical Commission (Mr. Jim Sauer, an emp loyee of Neeley 
Architecture) is not an architect and has been in v iolation of the 
conditions of his appointment to the Historical Com mission since 
October, 2014.  Mr. Sauer was involved in presentin g the “thin wall 
hollow frame construction” projects on 18 th Street to the Tucson 
Pima Historical Commission and to City Staff. 

5) Mr. Sauer’s appointment was supposed to be vette d by City Staff.  
His resume, submitted prior to his appointment as H istorical 
Commission “architect,” clearly shows that he is ne ither an architect 
nor an architectural historian.  Since October, 201 4, there has been 
no architect on the Tucson Pima Historical Commissi on. 

6) It is possible that City Staff wish to open the Historic Zone to more 
developer-driven “thin wall hollow frame constructi on” without the 
Mayor and Council publicly examining if this is app ropriate for the 
Barrio Historico and hearing public input.  The vote was 4 yes – 0 no, 
to approve.    

 
8.  Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 5:40 pm. 


