
                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. Value of Solar Sign-on Letter to ACC – Robert Bulechek (10 Min) 
 

Tucson-Pima County Metropolitan Energy Commission 
 

Minutes 
(Approved November 17, 2016) 

Thursday, October 20, 2016  8:00 am 
Ward III Council Office 

1510 E. Grant Rd., Tucson, AZ 85719 
 

 
1. Call to Order - Role Call/Introduction of Guests (5 Min) 

The meeting of the Tucson-Pima County Metropolitan Energy Commission 
(TPCMEC”) was called to order at 8:05 a.m. by Chairperson Robert 
Bulechek. A quorum was established with the following commissioners in 
attendance: Bruce Plenk, David Gebert, Hank Krzysik, Javier Lopez, Jerry 
Kachenko, Joe Salkowski, Michael Hoffman, Neil Markowitz, Paul Durham, 
Robert Bulechek, Robert Neifert, Susanne Cotty and Vince Pawlowski. Also 
present was ex-officio member Julie Robinson. Guest: Jason Makansi. 
 

2. Approval of TPCMEC Minutes (5 Min) 
A motion to approve the minutes from the TPCMEC meeting of July 16, 
2015 was made by Mr. Pawlowski, seconded by Mr. Durham and passed by 
unanimous voice vote. A motion to approve the minutes from the TPCMEC 
meeting of January 21, 2016 was made by Ms. Cotty, seconded by Mr. 
Pawlowski and passed by unanimous voice vote. A motion to approve the 
minutes from the TPCMEC meeting of September 15, 2016 was made by 
Mr. Krzysik, seconded by Mr. Lopez and passed by unanimous voice vote. 
 

3. New Commission Member Introduction – Joe Salkowski (5 Min) 
Mr. Salkowski gave a summary of his professional biography. He 
encouraged all those present to attend TEP’s 2016 Integrated Resource Plan 
workshop to be held at 8:00 a.m. on November 2nd at the TEP building 
downtown. 
 

4. Electrification of Transportation Working Group (ETWG) Report – 
Dave Gebert (10 Min) 
Mr. Gebert reported on activities of the ETWG, mostly centered around 
National Drive Electric Week, September 10 to 18, 2016. The Tucson 
Electric Vehicle Association (TEVA) had 7 vehicles on display during 
Second Saturday on September 10th. He also reported that Colleen 
Crowninshield attended the last ETWG meeting and that Nissan is offering 
to government entities a $9,000 discount off the MSRP of a new Leaf. Mr. 
Salkowski noted that Edison Electric Institute wants to work with states to 
support EV infrastructure expansion. Mr. Plenk reported that Arizona will be 
getting $53 million from the VW settlement, that the funds can be used for 
EV infrastructure and he described EV group buy transactions in Boulder 
County and Aurora, Colorado. 
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build a more sustainable energy future.” 



  

5. Energy Efficiency Working Group (EEWG) Report – Hank Krzysik (10 Min) 
Dan Hogan, TEP, gave a presentation about TEP’s energy efficiency programs and noted that Plan 
Tucson and Pima Prospers, the city and county general plans, include energy efficiency goals. Mr. 
Bulechek encouraged all TPCMEC members to become familiar with those documents. Mr. Hogan said 
that TEP will try to put together a forum on residential efficiency and Mr. Plenk suggested that Ryan 
Anderson from the Mayor’s office should be included in planning for such an event. Mr. Salkowski 
reminded the meeting that TEP conducts Home Energizer Workshops from time to time and that if 
service area residents organize 20 or more people, a workshop can be held at the residents’ location. Mr. 
Krzysik mentioned that the EEWG will soon begin assessing what it might do regarding PACE financing. 
Mr. Plenk noted that legislation on the subject has been proposed several times in the state legislature but 
has never gone anywhere. 
 

6. Renewable Energy Working Group (REWG) Report – Paul Durham (10 Min) 
Mr. Durham reported on activities of the REWG. He said REWG had concluded that it would propose no 
further action be taken at the county level. The county’s letter to the ACC was good, and the election year 
made it unlikely that stronger action by the Supervisors would occur. At the city level, REWG 
recommended that we all be alert for opportunities to publicize the Mayor & Council resolution on the 
rate cases. He also noted that progress toward net zero buildings would be an upcoming area of focus for 
REWG. Finally, it was agreed by consensus that REWG would prepare a draft letter to the ACC 
regarding the Value of Solar case for presentation to TPCMEC at its next meeting. 
 

7. Value of Solar Sign-on Letter to ACC – Robert Bulechek (10 Min) 
After discussion, a motion to direct Robert Bulechek to sign, on behalf of TPCMEC, the letter presented 
to the meeting addressed to Chairman Doug Little and the other Commissioners of the ACC regarding 
ACC Docket # E-00000J-14-0023 was made by Mr. Gebert and seconded by Mr. Plenk. Commissioners 
Bulechek, Cotty, Durham, Gebert, Hoffman, Krzysik, Lopez, Neifert and Plenk voted yes. 
Commissioners Kachenko, Markowitz, Pawlowski and Salkowski voted no. The motion passed by a vote 
of 9 in favor, 4 opposed. 

 
8. Governance Working Group (GWG) Report – Susanne Cotty (10 Min) 

Ms. Cotty reported on activities of the GWG. After discussion, it was agreed by consensus that the 
Executive Committee referred to in the Bylaws would be understood to consist of elected TPCMEC 
officers plus the ex-officio representatives from the city and county. Mr. Durham agreed to write a 
paragraph describing the procedure for introducing and vetting potential new TPCMEC members whose 
names are generated by TPCMEC itself (as opposed to being appointed by the city or county) and agreed 
to serve as acting Secretary pending resolution of the city’s efforts to consolidate boards and 
commissions. Mr. Bulechek agreed to prepare TPCMEC’s annual report for 2016. Regarding a potential 
merger with the Climate Change Committee (CCC), Ms. Robinson noted that if the merged group’s focus 
is implementing Plan Tucson, there’s less reason for the county to be involved with the merged group. In 
discussion, it was observed that we need a webmaster for the TPCMEC website. Mr. Neifert said that he 
had reviewed the website and that it uses old code. He suggested a working meeting to spend a couple 
hours updating it. It was noted in discussion that Vancouver BC has adopted a goal of getting 100% of its 
energy from renewable sources by 2050 and that about a dozen cities in North America have adopted this 
goal. Ms. Robinson reported that her division was coordinating with Ben Champion at the U of A on a 
possible intern for their offices. 
 

9. Call to the Audience/Announcements (5 Min) 
Jason Makansi introduced himself and gave a brief biographical summary. 
 

10. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 9:56 a.m. 
 


