
 

 
 

Pima County/Tucson Women’s Commission 
EMERGENCY Full Commission Public Meeting 

Thursday, December 1, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. 
240 N. Court Ave., Tucson AZ 85701 

 
Legal Action Report and Proposed Minutes-Revised 

 
1. Call to order/Roll call meeting was called to order at 5:35 p.m. 

Members present: Callie Dixon, Flick, Goodman, Higgins, Hernandez, Hofmeyr, 
Montoya, Muney, Scalone, Stewart-Hitzke, Sykes, Scull. 

Absent: Courtney Frogge 
Guests: Prospective commissioners Staci Shea, Brandi Smith and Beverly Heasley; and 

former commissioners Allison Hughes and Sheila Tobias. 
 

2. Vote on new commissioners: Shea, Smith and Heasley were voted in unanimously.  
Vote on prospective commissioner Meghan Lederher was postponed. Prospective 
commissioner Alana Shuma withdrew her application. 
 

3. Approval of Aug. 20, 2016, minutes. Higgins moved to accept the minutes, Calle-
Dixon seconded. Minutes were approved by unanimous vote. 

 
4. Treasurer’s report. Calle-Dixon announced there is $20,323 in the savings account and 

$19,834 in the checking account. Calle-Dixon reported that, for the most part, the 
balances have had a net positive balance, showing the commission is able to maintain 
and slightly grow the accounts. Flick moved to accept the treasurer’s report. Hernandez 
seconded. The report was approved by unanimous vote. 

 
5. Proposed actions in response to an increase in violence against girls and women. 

Stewart-Hitzke spoke about reports of bullying after the Nov. 8 national election, 
including numerous reports of violence against girls in Tucson Unified School District. 
She received 106 calls from parents of children in TUSD, asking for help. TUSD’s 
restorative justice model to deal with the bullying appears to not be helping stem 
incidents of bullying. Stewart-Hitzke suggested the commission form an ad hoc 
committee to discuss ideas on how to respond to reports of bullying against girls and 
women. Hernandez discussed how the YWCA launched a new advocacy center, We 
Stand Together, the previous night, which drew about 400 people. The center is set up 
to help community members become better allies to bullying victims, training them on 
how to intervene, and establish Safe Spaces for bullying victims. Hernandez said a call 
went out to the public on Nov. 9, asking people to report instances of bullying and that 
within 24 hours, 12 calls came in from across Tucson, including 12- and 13-year-old 
girls who were nearly hit by a car and yelled out by the car’s occupants. The bullying 
was targeted also at members of the LGBTQ community, Jews and ethnic members of 
the community. In addition, the Southern Arizona Hate Crimes Task Force has been 
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revitalized. The Tucson Police Department has committed to working with the task 
force and the new sheriff, Mark Napier, is being contacted to determine whether his 
agency will come on board. Stewart-Hitzke announced that she obtained a Safe Place 
sticker for the commission building and will be the contact for anyone seeking help. 
Stewart-Hitzke said the commission’s strategic plan allows us to respond to situations 
as this and said the ad hoc committee could gather information on reports of bullying of 
girls and women in the community as well as in TUSD to make recommendations to 
the Tucson City Council and Pima County Board of Supervisors on dealing with 
bullying of girls and women, including attacks on culture and gender. Stewart-Hitzke, 
Hernandez, Shea and Goodman volunteered to serve on the committee. Goodman 
moved to form the committee. Hofmeyr seconded. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
6. Proposed Amendments to the bylaws. Hofmeyr reported that she had been asked to 

examine whether the 20-member board, which requires 11 members to be present for a 
quorum, might be able to amend the bylaws to lower the membership to 15 to 20 
members, as some meetings have been cancelled due to lack of quorum. However, this 
would upset the balance of having political appointments and at-large members. In 
addition, commissioners were successful in recruiting enough new members that a 
quorum is now possible, so the need to amend the bylaws isn’t needed. No legal action 
taken. 

 
7. Adjournment. The meeting was adjourned at 6:41 p.m. 
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