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tucson pima arts council
Founded in 1984 as a private nonprofi t corporation, the Tucson Pima Arts Council (TPAC) is the designated 
local arts development agency of the City of Tucson and Pima County. TPAC programs and services support 
the nonprofi t arts and culture community of Tucson and Pima County with grants, technical assistance, 
professional development, promotion and marketing. TPAC also manages the public art programs of the City 
and County and organizes special events to present the arts and culture of the region to residents and visitors.

MISSION

The Tucson Pima Arts Council fosters artistic expression, civic participation and the economic growth of our 
diverse community by supporting, promoting, and advocating for arts and culture.

To learn more about TPAC visit www.artsfoundtucson.org
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This past year has been a year of exiting changes and transitions for our agency, and a great deal of 
our staff and board’s time and energy was spent on messaging and planning around these new ven-
tures. Before I delve into what’s new, however, 

Each change undertaken by our agency marks a renewed commitment to our local and regional part-
ners in the arts as we together build a vibrant, inclusive and equitable arts and culture ecosystem.
In August 2015 I became the new CEO of the Tucson Pima Arts Council. My goals for the coming year 
focused on projects around staffi ng restructures and the development of a new website. I’m proud to 
say that within this year many of those original goals have come to fruition, and others have emerged 
that continue to position this agency as a leading voice for arts and culture in our community.
With new staff on board, we put into place systems that would help us function more effi ciently and 
align more closely with our mission. Together, and with these goals in mind, we began by concentrat-
ing on our budget and the ways in which we could adapt to be more fi scally responsible moving into 
the next few years. 

We were also in the midst of designing and creating new content for a brand new website, which was 
scheduled to launch in early fi scal year 2016/2017. I want our new website to refl ect the richness of 
our arts sector and reiterate our commitment to being a relevant, information hub for our community 
and a platform for telling the story of the arts in Southern Arizona. 

In the midst of all these changes, we remained committed to those programs which have charted our 
mission from day one. Our Public Art and Grants programs remain strong and vital parts of the work 
that we do. We are seeing new ways to create opportunities for us to better serve the needs of our 
region. In the coming year, we will work to develop a process for support of neighborhood art projects 
designed to inspire arts-based solutions to some very complex problems facing our community. These 
Community Cultural Development Grants will support smaller-budget projects in a more fl exible man-
ner. However, we will still administer our General Operating Support grants, New Works grants, and 
award scholarships in partnership with Pima Community College Foundation through the Pima County 
Youth Arts Awards.

All of these changes have led us to perhaps our most important announcement yet: At the end of our 
2015-2016 fi scal year, we began to explore a name change and, while the decision did not come 
until July of this year, I’d like to share in this letter that the name of the Tucson Pima Arts Council has 
changed to the Arts Foundation for Tucson and Southern Arizona. This name change is a refl ection of 
what it truly means to support a broader vision for the arts in our community. The Arts Foundation for 
Tucson and Southern Arizona will remain a vehicle for support of arts and culture in our region, but 
will also create a mechanism for both public and private sectors to monetarily recognize the value of 
the arts, as they are integral to the quality of life in our region. 

From tHe eXecutiVe Director  
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So, what do these changes really mean and what can you expect to see from the Arts Foundation in the 2016-
2017 fi scal year? 

First and foremost, these changes mean a deepening commitment to create the best possible environment for 
the arts and culture sector to grow and thrive in our region. One of our focuses next year will be to lead an initia-
tive to assess the use and need of cultural facilities. With this in mind, you can expect us to be more active and 
present in conversations around city planning and development. 

You will see the Arts Foundation take part in conversations around arts education, equity, and inclusion. You will 
see the Arts Foundation forming partnerships with other groups and individuals to create a robust cultural plan 
that will become a blueprint for growing the impact of the arts sector throughout Southern Arizona. You will see 
the Arts Foundation behave more operationally sound and responsive to artist-led cultural development activities 
such as the Open Studio Tours. 

Finally, and perhaps most importantly, you will see the Arts Foundation engaged in convening individuals, art-
ists, arts organizations, the business sector, and private philanthropy to create a plan for a dedicated funding 
stream to support the arts. 

On behalf of the entire staff and Board of Directors of the Arts Foundation for Tucson and Southern Arizona, we 
look forward to working with you—to sharing our enthusiasm and love for a region that is wonderfully rich in and 
culture. From downtown, to the foothills, to our rural communities and the border region, we know that arts and 
culture defi ne each and every one of us and our sense of place in this community, and I’m excited to see where 
this next year and beyond will take us.

– Debi Chess Mabie 

L to R: Teré-Fowler-Chapman for POG, Inc.; Artifact Dance Project; The Drawing Studio
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2015/16 GOS Grantees: 30 Total Total Amount Granted: $130,000
  

Artifact Dance Project $2,500 

Arts Express, Inc. $2,500 

Tucson Balalaika Orchestra $2,500 

Borderlands Theather $2,500

Casa Libre en la Solana $2,500

Funhouse Movement Theater $2,500

Kore Press $2,500

Many Mouths One Stomach $2,500

Oadaiko Sonora $2,500

POG, Inc. $2,500

Safos Dance Theatre $2,500

Sons of Orpheus $2,500

Southern Arizona Symphony Orchestra $2,500

Stories  that Soar (Literacy Connects) $2,500

Tucson Fringe Fest $2,500

Warehouse Arts Management Organization, Inc. (WAMO) $2,500

Winding Road Theater Ensemble $2,500

Zuzi! Dance $2,500

BICAS $5,000

Invisible Theater $5,000

Live Theatre Workshop $5,000

Sonoran Glass School $5,000

Southwest Folklife Alliance $5,000

The Drawing Studio $5,000

True Concord Voices and Orchestra $5,000

Arts for All, Inc. $10,000

Loft Cinema, Inc. $10,000

Tucson Children’s Museum, Inc. $10,000

Tucson Museum of Art and Historic Block $10,000

Tucson Symphony Orchestra $10,000

grants program

 general operating support
GOS grants help to sustain and grow the cultural vitality of our non-profit arts and cultural sector by supporting the

presentation, aesthetic advancement, and engagement with art and culture in our region. TPAC remains one of the few arts 

agencies in the country committed to funding organizations to ensure their lights stay on and their doors remain open. 
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grants program cont.grants program cont.

James colby
“Sounora: Cuts on Tucson”

adam cooper-terán
“Santa Cruz Sounding”

geneva Foster gluck

“My Mother Revolution”

melanie martinez (pictured above)
“Luz”

Yvonne montoya
“Refl ection: Motherhood and the Performing Arts”

neW WorKs aWarDees

pima countY YoutH arts aWarDs (pcYaa)
The Pima County Youth Arts Award is an opportunity to earn a scholarship toward an Associate Degree at Pima Community 

College. The awards are made possible through collaboration with the Pima Community College Foundation and the Arts 

Foundation for Tucson and Southern Arizona.projects must include the development and production of new art work and 

take an original and imaginative approach to content and form. Five awards totaling $6,000 were awarded in the 2015/16 

year. 

neW WorKs grants

The New Works Artist Project Grant seeks to support the 

depth and breadth of new artwork created and produced 

in the City of Tucson. It supports individual artists’ 

projects that meet the highest standards of excellence 

across a diverse spectrum of artistic disciplines. All New 

Works projects must include the development and pro-

duction of new art work and take an original and 

imaginative approach to content and form.

The Tucson Pima Arts Council made $ 15,000 in 

awards, which funded the following 5 New Works Grants 

in the 2015 calendar year. A showcase presentation of 

these projects was held at The Rhythm Factory on April 

9, 2016.

Dominic rene garcia, mia ione garcia, tiana throsse urbalejo, adrianna larissa munguia, megan margaret riehl

pccYa aWarDees
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CITY OF TUCSON, NEW PROJECTS 2015/16 TOTAL PROJECT ART BUDGET
  

Broadway Boulevard Cooridor 
To join a design team and create public art for the section of Broadway 
Boulevard between Euclid and Country Club Road. The two-mile long 
improvement will create a six-lane road with sidewalks, bicycle paths, and 
landscaping.

$225,000 

Broadway Camino Seco to Houghton Road
To join a design team and create public art for the section of Broadway 
Boulevard between Camino Seco and Houghton Roads. The improvement 
will create a four-lane road with sidewalks, bicycle paths, and 
landscaping.

$135,000

Los Reales Landfill
To design, produce, and insall artwork for the Los Reales Landfill entrance 
project.

$49,500

Ronstadt Transit Center
An open project to evaluate tile art relocation at the downtown center.

TBD

public art program

 perecent For art program
TPAC coordinates project teams that oversee the production and installation 

of artwork in public facilities, transportation projects, neighborhood centers, 

and parks. The public Percent for Art program currently assigns one percent of 

public development project budgets toward art. Since 1986, more than 200 

public art projects have been completed in metropolitan Tucson and Pima 

County. Visit our new website, artsfoundtucson.org, to explore a digital public 

art map (shown at right).

During the 2015/16 year, TPAC began processes for a total of 6 new public 

projects. Ongoing projects, some of which began as early as 2009, remain 

open to await funding for subsequent development stages or updated drawings 

and plans from the artist and construction teams. As of June 30, 2016, the 

number of ongoing, open projects totaled 16.

PIMA COUNTY, NEW PROJECTS 2015/16 TOTAL PROJECT ART BUDGET
  

Pima County Animal Care Center
To create artwork for a new Animal Care Facility to be constructed on 
Silverbell Road near the site of the existing facility. The new facility will 
be modern and state of the art, using best practices in animal care and 
animal welfare. The facility is being designed for the complex functions 
of addressing mandated public safety needs, the humane care of animals, 
adoption of animals, and additional animal welfare services for Pima 
County, which includes the metropolitan Tucson community.

$200,000 

Summit View Elementary Art Project
To create a public artwork along a pedestrian path as part of the “Safe 
Routes to School” program with Pima County.

$13,500
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aDVocacY anD communitY outreacH

cultural plan
Earlier this year TPAC learned that its application to the National 

Endowment for the Arts to update the 2006-2007 Cultural Plan (shown at 

right) had been accepted. Laid out in the original plan were goals specifi c 

to the re-animation of cultural facilities and spaces as well as arts educa-

tion. In the coming year, TPAC will use the awarded money to determine 

planning process objectives, establish key planning focus areas, develop a 

planning timetable, and identify key stakeholders facilitators around these 

two new initiatives. 

arts anD culture surVeY
Over the winter and spring seasons, TPAC worked with the marketing fi rm 

Strongpoint to conduct a comprehensive survey on public views of arts and 

culture in the greater Tucson area. Strongpoint presented the results of the 

the full study to members of TPAC’s board of directors and the survey’s 

stakeholders later in the spring. The survey provides key information for 

advocacy efforts in the coming fi scal year.

tHe lumies arts anD business aWarDs
annual Lumies Arts and Business Awards was held on September 18, 2015 at the Tucson Museum of Art Historic Block. In 

conjunction with TPAC’S  advocacy efforts, 7 “luminaries” -- individuals, organizations, and businesses -- received awards 

as recognition for their contribution to the creative vitality of our regions. More than 250 guests attended the event. 

open stuDio tours
TPAC was able to provide marketing and promotional support to the Fall and Spring Open Studio Tours, thanks to a 

last-minute gift from Jim Click and Fletcher McCusker. The Fall Open Studio Tours, run through the Art Trails and Heart of 

Tucson Art groups, were held over the last two weekends in October. The Spring Tours took place over the second and third 

weeks in May. Approximately 420 artists participated over these four weekends. 

Lumies awardees and award (in center) Open Studio Tours
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Revenue & Support
  

Government Grants and Contracts $606,306

National Public Foundation Awards $60,000

Private Foundation Awards $3,000

Sales and Fees $27,580

Interest and Dividend Income $186

Individual and Board Contributions $23,846

Net Assets Released from Restriction $6,207

 
 $727,125

Expenses
  

Advertising and Promotion  $7,446

Legal and Accounting $10,600 

Licenses and Insurance $9,496

Grants and Honoraria $210,100

Salaries and Benefi ts $355,160

Contractors $55,248

Information Services $45,000

Offi ce Expenses $6,646

Travel and Hospitality $16,320

Utilities and Rent $45,754

Professional Development $42,247

Depreciation Expenses $3,130

Net Assets Released $6,207

  
 $813,354

reVenue & eXpenses Fiscal Year 2015/16
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