
 

 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday, April 19, 2017; 6:00 PM 

240 N Court Ave Tucson, Arizona 85701  
LAR/Proposed Minutes  

1. Roll Call was taken. Present were Deena Stewart-Hitzke, chair; Brandi Smith, treasurer; 
Annie Sykes, assistant treasurer; A.J. Flick, secretary; and commissioners Margaret 
Higgins, Beverly Heasley, Shirley Muney, Adriane Hofmeyer, Maddy Urken, Dina 
Scalone, Staci Shea. Absent were Michala Watson Krug, Stephanie M. Scull and E. Liane 
Hernandez. Guest was Kera Tintle. 

2. The meeting was called to order by Stewart-Hitzke at 6:00 p.m. 
3. Sykes moved to accept the minutes of the March 15, 2017, and April 5, 2017, Executive 

Commission meetings; Smith seconded. Motion passed. 
4. Smith presented the Treasurer’s Report, with $23,483.43 in the checking account. She 

reported $24,177.75 in cleared transactions, with all past due and current bills paid. Smith 
said former treasurer Trina Callie-Dixon continues to be helpful in bringing the accounts 
current. Smith reported there will be more bills going out in April than revenue, due to two 
insurance bills to Great American Insurance. In May, she has scheduled a large Pima 
County tax payment. Tenant Joyce Wong has been reimbursed for $150 for quarterly 
maintenance and $108 for the water bill and yardwork. Smith recommended getting the 
water bill in the Commission’s name and sent directly to the Commission instead of 
through Wong. Stewart-Hitzke moved to arrange to have the water bill transferred. Higgins 
seconded. Motion passed. Stewart-Hitzke moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report; Flick 
seconded. Motion passed. 

5. Dawne Belle, Chief Executive Officer of the Women’s Foundation of Southern Arizona, 
presented a discussion on “Joining Forces with the Women’s Foundation.” Belle explained 
that the WFSA has a three-part mission for research, advocacy and grant making. Belle 
encouraged Commissioners to go online to Making Action Possible (MAP) 
mapazdashboard.arizona.edu for information about women’s issues in Arizona as well as 
Women’s Issues Network (W.I.N.-AZ) at womengiving.org/action. Commissioners and 
Belle discussed possible partnership for an Equality Day event. Belle recommended a 
roundtable discussion to bring people together to discuss women’s issues. Commissioners 
and Belle discussed ways that the Commission could partner with WFSA; Belle suggested 
there might be a big opportunity with Caterpillar in promoting STEM jobs for women, 
exploring education issues as most teachers are women and keeping an eye on the state 
budget as well as child care initiatives such as Strong Start Tucson. Belle also suggested 
that the Commission could help WFSA and other groups locally by helping share 
information, being responsive and opening lines of communication among like-minded 
groups. 

6. Committee Reports 
a. Research, Policy, and Advocacy had nothing to report. 
b. Finance and Operations 

i. KORE Press Event: Previously, the Commission agreed to co-sponsor the 
KORE Press event, “A Night with Tracie Morris” for $250. Stewart-Hitzke, 

 
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the members of the PIMA 
COUNTY/TUCSON WOMEN’S COMMISSION and to the general public that the 

PIMA COUNTY/TUCSON WOMEN’S COMMISSION 
Will hold the following meeting which will be open to the public 



Smith, Sykes and Flick attended to represent the Commission. NO ACTION 
TAKEN 

ii.  Equality Day event: Stewart-Hitzke and Muney reported that planning is 
still in the works. NO ACTION TAKEN 

iii.  Anti-Bullying Workshop-Survey and Research Results. Stewart-Hitzke 
reported she attended Impact Tucson event by Tucson Unified School 
District at Palo Verde High school. Though some parents were concerned 
that the event took place at the location of some bullying incidents and 
voiced concerns that TUSD wasn’t taking any action, Stewart-Hitzke said it 
did appear that TUSD was trying to find a solution to the bullying issues. 
Stewart-Hitzke recommended a program called “Total Transformation” that 
helps parents of bullies. NO ACTION TAKEN 

iv. Building Updates-Lease Renewal, Wi-Fi Upgrades, Spring Cleaning. 
Stewart-Hitzke reported that the Wi-Fi service was upgraded. NO ACTION 
TAKEN 

v. Website. Committee had nothing to report. NO ACTION TAKEN 
c. Marketing and Outreach 

i. Running and Winning. Stewart-Hitzke referred Commissioners to a handout 
that explains the R&W Campaign. NO ACTION TAKEN 

ii.  Cities for CEDAW: Flick introduced new Urken, whom she was working 
with in Urken’s role with NOW Tucson Chapter, on Cities for CEDAW. 
Urken reported that Councilmember Steve Kosachik has yet to introduce a 
resolution and is pursuing on his own a partnership with Pima County. 
Scalone suggested that this project might be better served by moving it to 
the Research, Policy, and Advocacy committee to help encourage Cities for 
CEDAW in Tucson and speaking to other local groups about endorsing and 
promoting it. NO ACTION TAKEN 

iii.  Networking/Website Links/Social Media. Smith reported that she obtained 
Joey Ambrose’s contract. Commissioners discussed examining the contract 
and what it means regarding Ambrose’s demand for full payment and being 
able to maintain and run the website. Commissioners discussed being able to 
post links and other information on the website if it was non-political, 
educational and factual. Stewart-Hitzke so moved, Flick seconded. Motion 
passed.  

iv. DV Survivor’s Guide. Stewart-Hitzke reported that she has been unable to 
obtain the text of the guide to update it, but recommended reprinting the 
existing guide because supplies have been exhausted. Flick moved that 
Stewart-Hitzke be allowed to print 500 copies or as many as needed to fulfill 
the need; Hofmeyer seconded. Motion passed. 

d. Scholarship AdHoc Committee report. Tabled. 
e. Anti-Bullying AdHoc Committee Survey and Research Results. Shea reported that 

she has been able to locate research materials, along with materials Stewart-Hitzke 
contributed, and will continue to seek research and compile the results. NO 
ACTION TAKEN 

7. Call to the Public. Higgins remarked how informative Belle’s presentation was and 
suggested the Commission continue to seek guest speakers. Stewart-Hitzke remarked that 
she will include that suggestion on a future agenda. 

8. Adjournment at 7:22 p.m. 
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