
 
FACILITIES SUBCOMMITTEE  

OF THE TUCSON-PIMA COUNTY BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
OFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE MARCH 8, 2017 MEETING 

 
1. Call to Order / Roll Call / Approval of Minutes / Call to the Public: Meeting called to order 
at 6:40 p.m. Present: *Brian Beck, *Ken Shelor, Doug Bauman, *Paul Durham, Seth Chalmers 
(PDOT), *David Bachman-Williams, *Joe Pickens, *Ray Copenhaver, Andy Bemis (TDOT), 
Nancy Ellis (Oro Valley). Official members of the subcommittee will be Brian, Ken, Ray, Paul, 
Doug, Joe, and Wayne. (*denotes BAC members), 
 
The agenda was taken out of order by consensus. 
 
2. Loop Access at Major Roadways: We took this item first. Who controls where there are 
access points to the Loop Andy: The City has to ask Pima County for permission to make new 
connections with the Loop. Seth: Generally, the Flood Control District has control of the Loop.  
Matt and other staff do their best to help make the connections. Seth asked that people use the 
Facebook Loop page to make suggestions. There is a committee that meets monthly. Also, having 
the BAC give input is very important. Brian noted there are situations where it is difficult to get 
to the Loop from certain roads like Tanque Verde, Broadway, Speedway, Campbell, Oracle and 
River Road (need to ride the sidewalk for a block to get on Loop). Joe noted that it would be good 
to have directional signage painted in the pavement showing how to get back to the Loop. Andy 
Dinauer of the Flood Control District is the contact person. Ray suggested we should ride the 
Loop and at the next meeting make a list of problem connections. Brian is going to contact Andy 
Dinauer to see what he has on his radar.  
  
3. Electric-Assist Bicycles on the Loop: Paul noted that the current city ordinance bans any 
motor assist bikes (including electric) from the Loop. There is a suggestion that electric assist 
bikes, limited to 20 mph, be allowed on the Loop and other multiuse paths. Seth says it is 
complicated regarding which agency is in charge where the Loop is in the County. There are 
sections of the Loop in and out of the county and in various municipalities. Also, Flood Control 
and Parks and Recreation have a say in the process. Doug Bauman noted there are people who are 
no longer able to keep up on regular bikes who see that they can with e-bikes. He noted a place in 
Austria with many e-bikes on bicycle routes. Nancy noted that some sections of multiuse path in 
Oro Valley allow golf carts. A discussion of speed limits ensued with a recognition of the fact 
that it is very hard to enforce a speed limit.  
 
We agreed that we would like to advocate for allowing e-bikes on multiuse paths.  We would 
need to get uniformity throughout the metro region, meaning we have to have all the 
municipalities to agree. Nancy noted that currently there are signs that ask path users to keep it to 
12 mph. 
 
We need public input. Seth said this is very important, that the BAC needs to get on this since the 
state has no laws covering multi-use paths.  So we need clarity. Joe suggested that we have all the 
concerned groups--local governments, cycling and pedestrian group--give input. We need to do 
research. We agreed to have an ad-hoc small group handle this. Paul and Ken volunteered for this 
(we will call on Matt to give staff support). Doug volunteered to use his contacts to find another 
person or two to be part of this. 
 
4. Sunrise/Skyline Update: Seth confirmed that average speeds have crept up since the 
introduction of the speed tables. He welcomes input on these issues.  Seth noted that there are 



programs being developed to do predictive studies of near miss situations to help avoid the future 
serious damage/fatal crash. Motion by Ken, second by Ray, 6-0 vote in favor of submitting a 
letter requesting additional speed mitigation measures to the BAC as a whole. 
 
5. N. Kolb Road Improvements/Demonstration Project� (tabled) 
 
6. Multi-Use Path Drexel to Ajo/Signage and Usage Issues: Brian brought this up. We agreed 
that this needs to be investigated further. First, who owns the path and are they willing to 
removed the Park Closed signs?  Brian will investigate.  The underpass at Irvington is way too 
narrow, 5 ½ feet, and what can be done to improve the situation there?  We would like to suggest 
a one-lane only sign for this to replace the path narrow current sign. Brian will put together a 
letter. 
   
7. Dedicated Maintenance of Major Bikeways (tabled) 
 
8. Aviation Pathway� (tabled) 
 
9. Topics for Future Agendas�(tabled) 
 
10. Staff Reports and Announcements�(tabled) 
 
11. Adjournment at 7:45 p.m.  
 


