
 

 

 

 
 

 

Pima County/Tucson Women’s Commission 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday August 16, 2017: 5:30 PM 

240 N Court Ave Tucson, Arizona 85701  

LAR/PROPOSED MINUTES 

 
1. Roll Call: Sykes, Stewart-Hitzke, and Smith Present. Flick Absent. Guests: 
Margaret Higgins, Shirley Muney, Jeovanna MacKean, Maria Parham, Rebecca 
Hill, and Kindra Speech. 
2. Call to Order Upon Quorum: Called to Order at 5:38 PM 
3. Pledge of Allegiance 
4. New Commissioner Introductions & Orientation-Deena Stewart-Hitzke 
           Each guest and executive committee member introduced themselves. 
Rebecca Hill introduced herself as a former commissioner and the highlights of 
her experience, such as her service on the Women in Government Day 
Committee, and bringing Sandra De O’Conner to speak to 250 attendees. She 
further shared her professional experience and insights, and described her role 
with Tucson’s EEOC office, fighting for cost of living wage increases and 
reviewing all new hires, transfers, and promotions to identify and address pay 
inequities within city government.  Hernandez and Higgins inquired about efforts 
to value diversity and create algorithms to capture more data and reduce human 
error or the number of issues that may otherwise be overlooked. Mackean 
discussed her interests in empowering single women and reported that she is 
almost done translating the DV survivor’s guide.  Muney introduced herself and 
her involvement on the Equality Day committee, also representing AAUW and 
LWV on that committee.  Everyone then introduced themselves.  

a. Rules of Order=Tabled 
b. Bylaws-Tabled 
c. Strategic Plan-Incorporated into Equality Day Report 

5. Commissioner Reports 
a. Secretary’s Report/Minutes Approval-AJ Flick Sykes 

motioned to approve, Smith Seconded.  Approved. 

 
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 38-431.02, notice is hereby given to the members of the PIMA 
COUNTY/TUCSON WOMEN’S COMMISSION and to the general public that the 
PIMA COUNTY/TUCSON WOMEN’S COMMISSION 

Will hold the following meeting which will be open to the public 



 

 

b. Treasurer’s Report/Approval-Brandi Smith: Stewart-Hitzke 
motioned to approve, Sykes seconded.  Approved 

c. Webmaster/Social Media Manager Report-Brandi Smith 
reported that she is taking control of the website and social 
media to manage content and ensure compliance with 
applicable public meeting laws and communications policies. 

d. Equality Day Committee Report-Deena Stewart-Hitzke 
e. Anti-Bullying Committee Report-Staci Shea-Tabled 
f. Black Women’s Task Force Gala-Annie Sykes: Announced 

available seats for GALA at Desert Diamond Casino, with 
Stewart-Hitzke donating $375 toward a $750 table of 10 
commissioners, encouraging attendance at $37.50 (half-price).  
Discussed EC decision to utilize a portion of marketing and 
sponsorship funds for an inside cover full page ad, since the 
BWTF emerged from the commission and remains a strong 
ally.  Smith collected donations from commissioners and will 
provide receipt letters with the EIN included for tax deduction. 
All payments to be made to PCTWC, with a Memo directing 
donations to the BWTF Gala. Speech to send out invitations to 
all commissioners as a volunteer duty.  

g. Project Proposals: MacKean reported that she has obtained 
commitments of up to $100,000 in micro-loans for single 
women to start and maintain a small business, at about $5,000 
per business.  Sykes suggested she bring the idea to a more 
established agency like YWCA, given the commission’s 
inability to vote for or approve the project without a quorum.  
Hernandez described the program at the YWCA as more 
equipped to utilize the funds.  MacKean and Stewart-Hitzke 
asserted that the sponsorships MacKean was soliciting were 
for the Pima County Women’s Commission to distribute, and 
suggested forming an interagency committee to discuss a 
strategy for the commission to maintain the grant making 
structure in alignment with MacKean’s proposal and the 
commission’s role to support sister service organizations while 
operating as more of a grant making/advocacy organization.   

6. Call to the Public 
7. Adjournment 

 
 

*Persons with a disability may request reasonable accommodation by contacting the 

PC/TWC at (520) 624-8318. Request should be made at least 48 hours before the 

scheduled meeting to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 


