
 

 
 

FULL COMMISSION MEETING 

 

Wednesday Nov. 15, 2017; 5:30 PM 

 

240 N Court Ave Tucson, Arizona 85701  

 

LAR/Proposed Minutes  

 
1. The meeting was called to order at 5:52 p.m. by Deena Stewart-Hitzke. Present for the 

Commission were Stewart-Hitzke, chair; Brandi Smith, treasurer; Annie Sykes, 

assistant treasurer; A.J. Flick, secretary; Kathleen Williamson; Shirley Muney; Jane 

Stump; Stephanie M. Scull, Jeovanna MacKean, Maria Parham. Absent were Staci 

Shea, Margaret Higgins and E. Liane Hernandez. Guests included Alina Mouritsen, 

Amanda Rodgers, Lindsey Thatcher, Kate Cooper, Paula Maas, Olivia Lundin and 

Christa Steiner.  

Stewart-Hitzke announced that Shea would be resigning formally from the 

Commission.  

2. Stewart-Hitzke explained the evolution of the Commission’s annual Equality Day 

fundraiser into the Courageous Conversations event, which was held earlier this year. 

More than 300 people attended and the feedback was overwhelmingly positive. 

Stewart-Hitzke recently spoke to the Sacred Space group about the event and expressed 

a desire to continue talks with the group as part of the continuing Equality Day 

Committee. Stewart-Hitzke expressed the hope that the Commission be better 

recognized for its role in the Courageous Conversations event going forward, which 

will increase visibility and the branding for the Commission as it brings the Equality 

Day event into the 21
st
 century. Stewart-Hitzke urged Commissioners to watch the 

video made of the event online. NO ACTION TAKEN. 

3. Stewart-Hitzke discussed attending a special showing of a movie at The Loft Cinema 

regarding chronic fatigue or ME. More than 300 people attended. Stewart-Hitzke 

expressed hope that the Commission will continue to talk to $MEACTION, which 

organized the screening, and participate with the wellness committee to help the 

National Institutes for Health get funding for government research and awareness, 

which may include focus groups. The effort is bipartisan, with U.S. Rep. Raul Grijalva 

already having met with a local group and continuing talks with U.S. Sen. John McCain 

as well as U.S. Rep. Martha McSally, a former Commissioner. NO ACTION TAKEN. 

4. Stewart-Hitzke and MacKean reported that the Business Development Committee 

discussions to bring a $100,000 grant to the Commission are ongoing. Sykes noted that 

the discussions are in line with the Commission’s Strategic Plan. NO ACTION 

TAKEN. 

5. Commission Elections was tabled until a Nominating Committee presents its 

nominations. Allison Dumka of the Southwest Institute for Research on Women, who 

has been attending the Equality Day Committee meetings, and Alma Hernandez, 

neither of whom were present, have expressed continuing interest in joining the 
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Commission. Commissioners spoke to Olivia Lundin, Kate Cooper and Christa Steiner 

regarding joining the Commission as at-large members. Commissioners discussed 

voting in Dumka, Hernandez, Lundin, Cooper and Steiner as at-large Commissioners. 

Williamson noted dissention for Lundin’s appointment; otherwise, Commissioners 

were unanimous in voting the new members on board.  

6. Commissioners discussed changing bylaws to make Full Commission meetings more 

accessible for Commissioners, with Committees meeting regularly to get business done. 

Williamson moved to set Full Commission meetings for every other month on the third 

Wednesday of the month, with a minimum of four meetings per year, as needed, with 

Committees meeting as needed in between, effective in January. Muney seconded. 

MOTION PASSED. 

7. Commissioners discussed the biannual Women in Government Awards, which will be 

presented in Fall 2018. Stewart-Hitzke said discussions are continuing with the city to 

cover food costs, which amounts to around $4,000, as the Commission is responsible 

for invitations and the awards and no longer receives any funding from the city, which 

was the case when the event began. The event recognizes women government 

employees and gives the Commission visibility. Sykes announced that all 

Commissioners are expected to attend and help with the event, which runs from 11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. at Tucson Convention Center. NO ACTION TAKEN. 

8. Equality Day Committee updates were included in the previous discussion on 

Courageous Conversations. NO ACTION TAKEN. 

9. Flick announced that there are no updates for the Secretary’s Report. 

10. Smith presented the Treasurer’s Report. Smith reported there is $23,028.68 in the 

checking account and $20,325 in the savings account. Stewart-Hitzke moved to accept 

the Treasurer’s Report. MacKean seconded. MOTION PASSED. 

 

Commissioners discussed the proposed budget, which includes a deficit of $14,000 to 

cover projected repairs to the historic building, which could be offset by fundraisers 

and actual estimates for repairs. Stewart-Hitzke announced discussions with Habitat for 

Humanity to possibly help with repairs. Commissioners discussed tabling the adoption 

of the proposed budget, until everyone has seen it. NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 

Commissioners discussed tenant leases, which have not been renewed, and the need to 

renegotiate monthly rent, which is below market value. Since rent has not been 

increased in recent years, Smith noted that the Commission is making less and less off 

of them as inflation increases. Commissioners discussed requiring tenants show proof 

of insurance, which is required by the lease. NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 

Commissioners thanked Williamson, who was instrumental during her previous tenure 

on the Commission in obtaining the building for the Commission, along with attorney 

Clifford Altfeld. Williamson noted that she would like to see a plaque or sign honoring 

Altfeld, who died in 2014. Commissioners discussed naming a building preservation 

fund in his honor. The topic was tabled to put on a future agenda. NO ACTION 

TAKEN. 

11. The next meeting is set for Jan. 17, 2018. Commissioners discussed inviting Alison 

Hughes, the Commission’s founding chair, to speak and discuss the history of the 

Commission and its mission, to inspire continuing and new Commissioners. 

12. Meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

 

*Persons with a disability may request reasonable accommodation by contacting the PC/TWC at (520) 

624-8318. Request should be made at least 48 hours before the scheduled meeting to allow time to 



arrange the accommodation. 


