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The Clarion was Tucson’s first 

feminist newspaper. It was initi-

ated by the Tucson Women’s 

Commission around 1977, and 

subsequently  published as a non

-profit entity until 1994.   The 

late Winnifred (Winnie) Cushing 

Wallace (19061998) a Commis-

sion employee, was the first edi-

tor. Winnie gave the paper its 

name.  The Clarion Redux is  dedi-

cated to her memory and to the 

memory of all women who con-

tinue to work after they retire 
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 By, Deena Stewart-Hitzke,  PCTWC Executive Chair and Editor 

For the past 41 years, the Pima County Tucson Women’s Commission has requested the proclamation of and has 

celebrated Women’s Equality Day , commemorating the 26th day of August  in 1920 when women officially became 

part of the US constitution. Although this day was a major turning point in the history of the struggle for equal 

treatment of women and women’s rights, it was not until the voting rights act of 1965 that women of color were 

able to benefit from the women’s right to vote.   We therefore reached out to over 17 women’s organizations to 

launch an annual Courageous Conversations event.  Courageous conversations  is a form of anti-oppression activism 

that promotes reflective practices about the way we view those whose experiences of oppression are different from 

our own, compounded by stereotypes and discrimination related to race, religion, gender expression, older age, 

political affiliations,  immigration status, nationality, and socio-economic status.  Recognizing that not everyone 

experiences oppression in the same ways, the Pima County Tucson Women’s Commission is now more than ever 

committed to supporting sister agencies, task forces, and commissions in promoting the ERA and equality for all.  

Women's Equality Day - Courageous Conversations 

 Photo Courtesy of  Martha Lochert.  http://marthalochertphotography.com 

 

Former Legislator Victoria Steele 

presented Vice Mayor and Tucson 

City Council Member Regina 

Romero with our first annual  

Courageous Conversations Award 

Regina Romero has been a bold 

and insightful voice for the rights 

of women, stirring women across 

the county to take action, speak 

our truth, and stand up for our 

rights.  She was nominated for 

her ability to truly empower Pima 

County and Tucson women.  
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Black Women’s Task Force  Annual Gala 

The Black Women’s Task Force was originally a part of the Pima County 

Tucson Women’s Commission, and they continue to empower women and 

girls through scholarship programs, workshops and conferences,  travel 

opportunities, and ongoing community support.  

This year, the commission was proud to sponsor the Black Women’s Task 

Force Gala to celebrate their 40 years of services to our community.   

Promoting social impact organizations is our way of reinforcing the sus-

tainability of  efforts that we believe truly transform the status of women 

in our community.  blackwomenstaskforce.org 

My Girl Power ™ 

League of Women Voters Running and Winning Event 

 

Like the Black Women’s Task Force, My Girl 

Power began as an ad-hoc committee of Pima 

County Tucson Women’s Commission, created 

to promote civic engagement among k-12 girls 

throughout Pima County, while encouraging 

leadership in sports,  academics, art, science, 

health, and economics.  We continue to support 

their efforts through  presentations, requests 

for sponsorships, and the complimentary use of 

our historic building at 240 North Court. 

Photos :  Deena Stewart-Hitzke, PCTWC Chair, and Lucy Howell , My Girl Power ™ Founder and Chair at the My Girl Power 

™ Women’s Equality Day Event. By Kathleen Dreir:http://www.kathleendreier.com. 

 

The Pima County Tucson Women’s Commission 

has been supporting the Running and Winning 

events of the  Tucson League of Women Voters 

for 15 years.   This spectacular event provides 

high school students with the opportunity to talk 

to elected officials and learn how to assemble 

and work with a campaign team to run for office 

or further a cause.  This year, the Pima County 

Tucson Women’s Commission Chair  helped out 

with planning and registrations for the event. 

Photo by, Mamta Papat,  Arizona Daily Star  lwvgt.org 
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Women’s Health  Advocacy 

Allison Hughes Scholarship Fund 

Annie Sykes, Chair, Women in Government Awards 

In honor of our first Executive Director and ongoing mentor, Allison 

Hughes, the Pima County Tucson Women’s Commission launched an 

annual fundraiser for the Allison Hughes Scholarship Fund.  This fund 

is for women returning to college or seeking training to advance 

their careers or businesses.  Allison’s encouragement and support 

for women throughout Southern Arizona is a legacy that the Pima 

County Tucson Women’s Commission is proud to celebrate.  We are 

forever in her debt for enabling us to host workshops and women’s 

businesses in our historic downtown building.  In her honor, we also 

continue to offer conferences on women’s empowerment, health, 

and activism every year, serving as a launching pad  for women’s 

organizations that  enhance the status of women in Pima County. 

Women in Government deserve to be recognized for their skills, 

talent, and leadership.  In efforts to promote such recognition, the 

Pima County Tucson Women’s Commission sponsors an annual 

luncheon and awards ceremony.  Working with a Pima County and 

the City of Tucson representatives, the committee  solicits and 

examines  peer and supervisor nominations for Pima County and 

City of Tucson women employees, recognizing leadership, creative 

projects, heroism, strong work ethics, and  exceptional talents of 

women in our local government.   

In recognition of a growing health concern  called 

Myalgic Encephalomyelitis, commonly known as 

Chronic Fatigue Syndrome, Pima County Tucson 

Women’s Commission and The  Administration of 

Resources and Choices promoted the film, UNREST; 

An amazing documentary about the disease and its 

impact on women.   We recruited and paid for over 

100 medical providers to attend the film, and drew 

over  300 guests  to The Loft  venue.  With the help of 

Kindra Speech, our volunteer, we 

were able to recruit over 150 advo-

cates to join the cause.  PCTWC is 

now  the host  for local #MEAction 

meetings, increasing awareness, 

research funding, and resources.   

Clarion Redux Page 3                           ANNUAL REPORT ISSUE                                             January, 2018 

https://www.facebook.com/unrestfilm/videos/938259572978443/


 

To Donate time or funds to Pima County Tucson Women’s Commission, Please Visit Our Website at www.pimatucsonwomen.org 

Activities of the Executive Chair, Deena Hitzke, c.Ed.D 
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 Distributed  4000 Pima County Attorney’s Office Domestic Violence  Survivor’s Guides. 

 Distributed 246 Anti-Bullying Guides and Spoke to the TUSD Board on Behalf of Parents. 

 Hosted and Presented PCTWC Dinners, Meetings, and Community Events. 

 Hosted over 50 Wise Older Women Anti-Ageism Groups at the Commission. 

 Represented PCTWC at Pima Council on Aging and United Way Advocacy Meetings. 

     Supported events for #MEAction and UNREST, LWVGT, and YWCA, on behalf of PCTWC. 

     Donated over $1000 for PCTWC’s gifts to Kore Press, Special Olympics, & The  BWTF. 

     Donated over $1000 to YWCA on Behalf of the Commission for Women’s Equality Day.  

     Filed  142 claims or petitions to assist victims of Sexual Harassment or Discrimination.  

     Developed strategies with commissioners, volunteers, donors, and elected officials. 

Thank you to Our Dedicated Commissioners 

Running a non-profit without compensation or paid staff is challenging, especially in light of an ever-growing 

community need for advocacy and support.  As chair, I am deeply grateful for the donations, time, talent, 

and commitment of our esteemed commissioners & volunteers: 

AJ Flick- Secretary-Re-designed the DV Survivors Guide and Developed and Implemented PR Campaigns. 
Which included CEDAW (Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women) 

Brandi Smith, Treasurer-Re-designed the Website, Maintained Internal Controls, Ran Operations and Billing.  

Annie Sykes, Asst. Treasurer– Assisted with Operations, Working with Collaborative Partners and Tenants. 

Lianne Hernandez-Donated space and lent credibility to the commission by associating us with the YWCA. 

Shirley Muney, Nominations Committee Chair-Donated over $4,000 in donations, and recruited Volunteers 
and Sister Agencies for Equality Day. 

Kindra Speech-Volunteered at all major events, promoted the commission, and Served as a Visionary.  

Maxine Goodman-Raised over $4000 in funds last year that supported the commission’s work this year.  

Joyce Wong-Managed the historic commission building, and donated  healing and support services. 

Sheila Tobias-Assisted in Maintaining the Building and Re-Organizing the Storage Room, as well as helping 
with the onboarding of new commissioners and volunteers.  

Allison Hughes-Continues to provide mentoring and support for the Executive Committee. 

Maria Parham-Arranged for the Chair to present on “Courageous Conversations” at Sacred Space.  

Lisa Howell, My Girl Power Founder-Continues to promote the commission and acknowledge our support. 

Margaret Higgins-Provided Representation at Community Events and Proofing of the DV Survivor’s Guide. 

Jeovanna MacKean– Secured a commitment from philanthropists for up to $100, 000 next year, in support 
of single mothers seeking to start or expand their own businesses or work at home careers, contracts pend-
ing. Translated DV Survivor’s Guide into Spanish.  Attended community events on behalf of the commission. 

Katherine Cooper– Researched and Provided  Community Education  on ME/CFS as a retired nurse.  

Allison Dumka-Provided structure and guidance for Courageous Conversations, as a dynamic leader. 

Alma Hernandez, , Stephanie Scull, Olivia Lundin, Christa Steiner, and Kathleen Williamson, Ph.D., JD, 
LL.M.– Relatively New or Seasonal-Assisting PCTWC in developing a robust strategic plan for 2018. 

Trina Callie Dixon-Continues to provide guidance and support for fiscal and building operations.  

Event Sponsors:  AAUW – Casas Adobes, Green Valley, Tucson, ARC, Black Women’s Task Force, Las Adelitas 
Arizona, League of Women Voters of Greater Tucson, OFA, Southern Arizona Gender Alliance, Tucson NOW, 
UA Gender & Women’s Studies/ /WOSAC/SIROW/WRC, Women’s Foundation of Southern Arizona, YWCA. 

Pima County Attorney’s Office and Administration of Resources and Choices-Donated funding to print and 
send 4000 Domestic Violence Survivor’s Guides and Resources for hospitals, law enforcement, and survivors.  


