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Prepared for the Environmental Integrity Working Group Meeting on August 19, 2011, by the Plan Tucson 
Team, Planning and Community Development Division, City of Tucson Housing and Community Development 
Department,  Note:  This is a working document that may be further refined as Plan Tucson proceeds and additional 
information and input is obtained. 
 

I. Introduction 
 

This working document presents background information for the discussion of environmental quality 
policy for Plan Tucson, the City of Tucson’s General Plan now underway. 
 

II. Background and City Role 
 

For the purposes of Plan Tucson, the Environmental Quality element will include solid and hazardous 
waste, contaminated sites or Brownfields, and air quality. Water quality issues are covered under the 
Water element. 
 

An efficient waste collection system is a critical part of the City’s infrastructure and should be 
addressed as a basic development standard. Effective waste collection and disposal contributes to the 
general public health of a community and builds a clean, attractive community.  Tucson residents and 
small businesses regularly use products that, if disposed of improperly, will have negative impacts to 
public health and the environment. Many of these products can be re-used or recycled which conserves 
natural resources and protects our groundwater. Maintaining programs that enable residents and 
businesses to safely dispose of these materials enhances and protects the environment. 
 

Brownfields are abandoned, idled or under-utilized industrial and commercial properties where 
expansion or redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived environmental contamination. 
Remediating and redeveloping brownfield sites promotes economic growth, preserves the pristine 
desert and improves and protects the environment and public health. Left untouched, Brownfields pose 
environmental, legal and financial burdens to the community.  As of 2011, the City of Tucson has 
received $2.5 million in Environmental Protection Agency grants for Brownfields work. 
 

Clean air is essential to the economic viability of metropolitan Tucson, healthy living and preservation 
of the region’s desert ecosystem. Pima Association of Governments (PAG) is the designated air quality 
planning agency for eastern Pima County. PAG's Air Quality Planning Program develops regional air 
quality plans, analyzes air quality conformity of transportation plans and ensures that air quality 
programs comply with federal, state and local air quality requirements.  With increasing concern over 
climate change and the role of greenhouse gases, PAG's Air Quality Planning program developed 
estimates of greenhouse gas emissions for the greater Tucson area and several of the smaller 
jurisdictions. 
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III. A Sustainable Future 
 

To build a sustainable community, the City will need to ensure that waste collection and waste 
diversion options, including recycling, will be planned for and implemented. This infrastructure will 
contribute to Tucsonan’s quality of life and environment.  In 2005 and 2006, the Mayor and Council 
adopted two nationally and internationally acclaimed environmental policies leading Tucson in 
promoting economically, environmentally and socially sustainable urban living. These two policy 
documents are the Mayor’s Climate Change Agreement and the Urban Environmental Accords. 
 

Currently, the Tucson region meets federal air quality standards. However, three pollutants of 
continuing concern are carbon monoxide, ozone and particulate matter. Failure to meet Federal Clean 
Air Act standards for these pollutants can result in economic sanctions and/or civil lawsuits.  The City 
of Tucson can help the region meet air quality standards through the design and operation of its 
transportation system, support for alternative modes of transportation and internal procurement and 
human resource policies. 
 

The City of Tucson's Environmental Management Program (EMP) provides a set of management 
processes and procedures that provide support for staff to analyze, control and reduce the 
environmental impact of its activities, services and programs. The EMP allows City staff to 
continuously improve its environmental performance, operate with greater efficiency and control, and 
provide the highest level of environmental protection to the departments and the community. 
 

IV.   Recent Initiatives 
 

Recent initiatives and studies may have an impact on future City of Tucson Environmental Quality 
policies. These initiatives are presented below. The 2001 General Plan can be found on the City 
website, www.cms3.tucsonaz.gov/hcd/plans.   
 

 Recent Initiatives Related to Environmental Quality 

Document Year Policies & Recommendations  
(web links) 

PAG Greater Tucson Region Indicators 
Report 

2010 http://www.pagnet.org/documents/Environment/Indi
catorsReport2010-03.pdf 

Framework for Advancing Sustainability 2008 http://www.tucsonaz.gov/ocsd/docs/CMS1_032816.
pdf 

PAG Air Quality Report 2007 2007 http://www.pagnet.org/documents/Air/AQReport20
07.pdf 

Community Sustainability Forum Report 2007 http://www.pagnet.org/Documents/Environment/ocs
dreport2008.pdf 

U.S. Mayor’s Climate Protection 
Agreement 

2006 http://www.usmayors.org/climateprotection/docume
nts/mcpAgreement.pdf 

Urban Environmental Accords 2005 http://www.sfenvironment.org/downloads/library/ac
cords.pdf 
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V.   Definitions 
 

Brownfields: Abandoned, idled, or under used industrial and commercial facilities/sites where 
expansion or redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived environmental contamination. They 
can be in urban, suburban, or rural areas. (EPA glossary of terms) 
 

Clean Air Act (CAA):  Originally passed by Congress in 1963 to regulate air quality, the Clean Air 
Act was greatly changed and strengthened in 1970 and 1977. In 1990, the Clean Air Act Amendments 
(CAAA) introduced significant changes in the federal approach to air quality management. (From EPA 
description) 
 

Ozone (O3):  Ozone is found in two layers of the atmosphere, the stratosphere and the troposphere. In 
the stratosphere, ozone is a natural form of oxygen that provides a protective layer shielding the earth 
from ultraviolet radiation. In the troposphere, ozone is a chemical oxidant and major component of 
photochemical smog.  Ozone can seriously impair the respiratory system and is one of the most wide- 
spread of all the criteria pollutants for which the Clean Air Act required EPA to set standards. (EPA 
glossary of terms) 
 

Particulates: 1. Fine liquid or solid particles such as dust, smoke, mist, fumes, or smog, found in air or 
emissions. 2. Very small solids suspended in water; they can vary in size, shape, density and electrical 
charge and can be gathered together by coagulation and flocculation. (EPA glossary of terms) 
 

Point Sources:  A stationary location or fixed facility from which pollutants are discharged; any single 
identifiable source of pollution; e.g. a pipe, ditch, ship, ore pit, factory smokestack.(EPA glossary of terms) 
 

Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC):  Any organic compound that participates in atmospheric 
photochemical reactions except those designated by EPA as having negligible photochemical 
reactivity. (EPA glossary of terms) 
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