
AGENDA:  LINKING EDIBLE ARIZONA FORESTS (LEAF) NETWORK WORKSHOP 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2011, TUCSON, ARIZONA 

 
8:00 – 
8:30 

Registration   Registration in Lobby of building 

8:30 – 
8:40 

Welcome and 
Introduction 

Dr. Jonathan Mabry, Host for 
City of Tucson, Historic 
Preservation Office 

Welcome. Overview of the goals of the workshop. 

8: 40 – 
9:20 

Keynote 
Presentation 

Dr. Gary Paul Nabhan, 
University of Arizona, 
Southwest Center 

The importance of Arizona’s unique edible tree species in 
biodiversity and response to climate change in Arizona 
and beyond 

9:20 – 
9:50 

Presentation Jesus Garcia, Arizona- 
Sonora Desert Museum 

Domestic Orchards: The Kino Heritage Fruit Tree Project 
and how it works from the institutional scale down to your 
own backyard 

9:50 – 
10:20 

Presentation Irene Ogata, City of Tucson, 
Office of Conservation and 
Sustainable Development 

The City of Tucson’s Urban Tree Mapping Program and 
the role of edible trees in the urban environment 

10:20 – 
10:30 

BREAK    

10:30 – 
11:00 

Presentation Brian Simpson, Director of 
Communications, Arizona 
Statewide Gleaning Network 

The Work of the Arizona Statewide Gleaning Project and 
the role the LEAF Network could play in improving 
Arizona’s food security. 

11:00 – 
11:30 

Presentation Rafael Routson de Grenade, 
Desert Oasis Initiative 

Edibles in the Oasis: potential for using edible tree species 
in The Desert Oasis Initiative – a movement to increase 
the biodiversity and productivity of vegetation in the urban 
environment 

11:30 – 
12:00 

Presentation Dr. Jonathan Mabry, City of 
Tucson, Historic 
Preservation Office 

Recreating Historical Mission Orchards: The Potential 
Role of a Statewide Network 

12:00 – 
1:00 

Lunch 
provided 

  Network with fellow workshop attendees at a lunch 
provided on site 

1:00 to 
1:10 

Afternoon 
Orientation 

Ann Audrey, Consultant for 
City of Tucson 

Orientation to afternoon breakout sessions and activities 
for the rest of the afternoon 

1:10 – 
2:40 

Breakout 
sessions 

All concurrent breakout 
sessions will include a 
discussion of the potential 
role a statewide network of 
edible forests and 
landscapes could play in 
furthering the needs being 
discussed. Session 
Facilitators/Co-Facilitators 
include: Bryn Jones, Jesus 
Garcia, Melanie Lenart, 
Loena Davis, Rafael 
Routson and Alix Rogstad 

- The following topics will be discussed with some overlap: 
- Mapping existing informal networks among edible forests 
and landscapes and envisioning possibilities for a 
deliberate, effective statewide network. 
- Conservation, propagation and distribution of heirloom 
and other edible tree species 
- Documenting locations and local climates where edible 
tree species are found, and considering how these 
locations may change as climate changes. 
- Increasing Arizona’s food security through promoting the 
planting and use of edible trees 
- Sustainably incorporating edible trees into the design of 
Arizona’s landscapes 
- Facilitating communications about edible trees and 
increasing their use by Arizonans 

3:15 – 
4:00 

Edible tree 
sampling 

Experts rotate between 
tables to provide history, 
processing and samples 

Ponderosa pine-needle tea, ironwood seeds, blue palo 
verde seeds, mesquite seeds, bellotas (acorns) and more 
will be discussed and tasted 

4:00 – 
4:30 

Results and 
next steps 

Ann Audrey and breakout 
session facilitators 

Short summaries of each breakout session. Next steps. 
Call for statewide committee members. 

4:30 - 
5:15 

Field trip Jonathan Mabry & Friends of 
Tucson’s Birthplace (FOTB) 

Jonathan and FOTB members lead participants to the 
Spanish Colonial Orchard at Historic Mission Garden 

5:15-? Post meeting Jonathan Mabry Location to be announced for follow up networking 



 

Growing the LEAF (Linking Edible Arizona Forests) Network 
 

A workshop to examine the functions and benefits of creating a network 
of sites and people involved with planting, conserving and using edible 

trees in Arizona 
 

September 14, 2012, 8:30 am to 5pm, Tucson, Arizona 
 
The LEAF Network Workshop was convened by the Historic Preservation Office of the 
City of Tucson, with funding provided by an Arizona Community Challenge grant from 
the Arizona State Forestry Division. Participants of the workshop examined the needs, 
possible functions, and benefits of creating a network of sites and people involved with 
planting, conserving and using edible trees in Arizona. 
 
People from around Southern Arizona and the state—including those who manage, 
plant, harvest, glean, undertake business, research, conserve, propagate, learn from, 
teach about, study the history of, and design landscapes for, edible trees—brought their 
unique perspectives to this discussion. 
 
Six speakers offered their perspectives on the value of edible trees in a range of 
circumstances and landscapes in Arizona, including: 
 

• Keynote Speaker. Dr. Gary Paul Nabhan, University of Arizona, Southwest 
Center. The importance of Arizona’s unique edible tree species in 
biodiversity and response  to climate change in Arizona and beyond 

 
• Jesus Garcia, Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum. Domestic  Orchards: The 

Kino Heritage Fruit Tree Project and how it works from the institutional 
scale down to your own backyard 

 
• Irene Ogata, City of Tucson, Office of Conservation and Sustainable 

Development . The City of Tucson’s Urban Tree Mapping Program and the 
role of edible trees in the urban environment 

 
• Brian Simpson,  Director  of Communications, Arizona Statewide Gleaning 

Network . The Work of the Arizona Statewide Gleaning Project and the role 
the LEAF Network could play in improving Arizona’s food security 

 
• Dr. Rafael Routson  de Grenade, Desert Oasis Initiative. Edibles in the 

Oasis: potential for using edible tree species in The Desert Oasis Initiative 
– a movement  to increase the biodiversity and productivity of vegetation in 
the urban environment 



• Dr. Jonathan  Mabry, City of Tucson, Historic Preservation Office. 
Recreating  Historical Mission  Orchards: The Potential  Role of a Statewide 
Network 

 
Following the morning presentations and a group lunch, participants joined one of five 
breakout sessions, including: 
 

• Broad goals, benefits  and functions of the LEAF Network to assist 
Arizona’s edible forests  and landscapes. Facilitator: Bryn Jones, Elan 
Consulting 

 

 

• The role of the LEAF Network in conserving, propagating and distributing 
heirloom and other edible tree species. Facilitator; Jesus Garcia, Arizona- 
Sonora Desert Museum 

 

 

• The role of the LEAF Network in helping  increase Arizona’s food security 
through promoting the use of edible trees. Facilitator: Leona Davis, 
Southern  Arizona Community Food Bank 

 

 

• The role of the LEAF Network in providing information on how to 
sustainably design Arizona’s lands and landscapes to incorporate edible 
trees. Facilitator: Dr. Rafael Routson  de Grenade, Desert Oasis Initiative 

 

 

• The role of the LEAF Network in facilitating communications between 
members, and increasing Arizonan’s understanding and use of edible 
trees. Facilitator: Alix Rostand, Arizona State Forestry  Division 

 

 

When the breakout discussions concluded, five edible products from Arizona’s trees 
were provided in tasting and educational sessions, including: 
 

• Ponderosa pine-needle tea – Patty West, Northern Arizona University 
• Ironwood seeds – Martha Burgess, Baja Arizona Sustainable Agriculture, Flor de 

Mayo Arts 
• Blue palo verde seeds – Ann Audrey, consultant to City of Tucson 
• Mesquite pods – Amy Valdés Schwemm, Mano Y Metate Moles, Desert 

Harvesters 
• Bellotas (acorns) – Jesus Garcia, Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum 

 
The workshop concluded with a summary of the breakout sessions presented by the 
session facilitators. Participants then took a field trip to the Spanish Colonial Orchard at 
Tucson’s historic Mission Garden to see the results of the spring plantings of 100 Kino 
Heritage Fruit Tree species. The field trip was led by Jonathan Mabry of the City of 
Tucson and Board members of the Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace, the nonprofit group 
that manages Mission Garden. 


