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Dear Friends and Neighbors: 
 

Last week I had the opportunity to travel to Washington, DC to attend the Grad 
Nation Summit. US Secretary of Education Arne Duncan was the keynote speaker 
and urged every community across the country to commit themselves to building a 
graduation nation. Tucson’s High School graduation rate is similar to others in that 
we must do more to make sure our youth get the tools they need to be part of a 
cutting-edge workforce. As some of you know, I grew up in a farm-working family 
and was the first of six siblings to graduate from college. I know first-hand how 
education helps you succeed and I am fully committed and refreshed to keep 
working hard to build a Grad Nation. Thanks to the United Way of Southern 

Arizona for inviting me and other leaders to attend. 
  

Washington, DC’s public transportation system is world-class.  
Tucson’s is getting there, too. Planning is underway for 
passenger rail from Tucson to Phoenix. The Brookings Institute singled out our bus system 
as No. 4 in the country for connecting workers to employment. We are one of 14 gold-
level bicycle-friendly communities in the U.S. and we are in the running for platinum status 
(only three in the U.S.). Bicycle ridership increased 58% from 2009 to 2010 in Tucson, 
moving us from No. 12 in the country for bicycle commuting to No. 6. And now, our 
voter-approved Modern Streetcar is on track to link the University Medical Center and 
midtown neighborhoods through UA to 4th Avenue, Downtown and over a new bridge 
across the Santa Cruz River to the Westside in time for Gem Show 2014. When completed 
in May, the Luis G. Gutierrez Bridge at Cushing St. will double the size of Downtown by 
connecting vacant land to the rest of the downtown along the streetcar.  A delicious new 
restaurant, Agustin Brasserie, has just opened in the Mercado San Agustin at 100 S. 
Avenida Del Convento and W. Congress. Don’t miss the Westside’s fine dining! 

 

April 12, 11 a.m., Streetcar CelebrationApril 12, 11 a.m., Streetcar CelebrationApril 12, 11 a.m., Streetcar CelebrationApril 12, 11 a.m., Streetcar Celebration    
High school grads are fortunate to have a thriving first-class University in the heart of our City. The UA is a 
strong partner with the City to encourage quality transit-oriented development along the streetcar, which has 
leveraged almost $200 million in private investment already. The public is invited to join U.S. Transportation 
Director Ray LaHood at the groundbreaking: Thursday, April 12, 11 a.m. UA Bio5 Institute, 1657 E. Helen St.   
 
 
 
 
P.S.  City Councilor Richard Fimbres secured a grant from the Tohono O’odham Nation for FREE car booster FREE car booster FREE car booster FREE car booster 
    seats and bike helmets for kids!seats and bike helmets for kids!seats and bike helmets for kids!seats and bike helmets for kids! Join us Saturday, April 28 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 28 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 28 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 28 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at El Pueblo El Pueblo El Pueblo El Pueblo 
    NNNNeeeeiiiigggghhhhbbbboooorrrrhhhhoooooooodddd    CCCCeeeennnntttteeeerrrr.  

 

Luis G. Gutierrez Bridge 

 



WARD 1 HAPPENINGS 

COUNCILOR ROMERO HOSTS WARD 1 MEET AND GREET WITH MAYOR ROTHSCHILD 

FIESTA GRANDE 2012! 
The Barrio Hollywood Neighborhood 
Association hosts its annual Fiesta Grande 
celebration this year on Saturday April 14th, Saturday April 14th, Saturday April 14th, Saturday April 14th, 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday, April 15thSunday, April 15thSunday, April 15thSunday, April 15th, 
Noon to 6 p.m. Music includes 5-time 
Grammy winner Little Joe y La Familia. 
Food, music and beer garden both days! 
Join us for this wonderful Westside tradition 
on Grande Ave. between St. Mary’s and 
Speedway. 

This year, thanks to private donations from many sources and 
a collaboration with businesses and the Tucson Parks 
Foundation,  the Menlo Park swimming pool will be open and 
available for classes in Summer 2012! Many thanks to 
colleagues Richard Fimbres Richard Fimbres Richard Fimbres Richard Fimbres and Karin Uhlich Karin Uhlich Karin Uhlich Karin Uhlich for also 
identifying new sources of city funds to help us open 8 of the 
17 pools that were closed last summer.  
 

Menlo Park, Purple Heart, Jacobs, and Mansfeld are confirmed 
to open. To make a donation visit www.tucsonparks.org . 

SHADY BUS STOPS, MISSION GARDEN ACCESS—FEDERAL FUNDS FOR TUCSON 

MENLO PARK POOL TO OPEN: SUMMER 2012! 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

On February 6th, Councilor Romero hosted the first 
Ward 1 Meet and Greet with Tucson’s new Mayor, 
Jonathan Rothschild. The forum offered Ward 1 
residents a venue to share their priorities and 
concerns for the future for their neighborhoods and 
for our City.  
 

Councilor Romero discussed infrastructure 
investments in our neighborhoods, the 
groundbreaking of the Cushing Street Bridge, and 
the future of the Modern Streetcar and reconnecting 
the Westside to Downtown. The event was 
attended by about 100 Tucsonans!  Thank you 
Mayor Rothschild and participants for engaging in 
local government! 

The City has begun work on a wide variety of improvements throughout 
Tucson using federal CDBG (Community Development Block Grant) 
funding. These funds can be used to improve infrastructure within low to 
moderate income neighborhoods, improve public access to local facilities, 
remove blight and support historic preservation.  
  

CDBG projects include thirty five new bus-shelters to protect bus riders 
from the summer heat.  We will also improve accessibility for people in 
wheelchairs at multiple city buildings, including parking and pathways at 
the westside Mission Garden site. The Mission Garden is a re-creation of the 
Spanish Colonial walled garden that was part of Tucson’s historic San 
Agustin Mission. Rebuilt on its original site and located west of downtown 
Tucson at the corner of Mission Rd and Mission Ln, the Garden features 
heirloom plants and living and Timeline Gardens, interpreting 4,000 years 

of Tucson agriculture. 
 

The nonprofit Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace has been planting trees for the past two months so please 
stop by the site on Sundays. CDBG funds will also improve Estevan Park on Main and Menlo Park on 
Grande Ave. Menlo Park has also received funds for soccer field improvements and shade structures 
through the voter-approved Pima County Neighborhood Reinvestment bonds. 



CITY TO SPEND $1 MILLION ON TCC IMPROVEMENTS TO SECURE CONVENTION BUSINESS 

 

WARD 1 BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: LOS JARRITOS ON S. 12TH AVE 

As you may recall, in October of 2010 Mayor and Council rejected Rio 
Nuevo’s $260 million Convention Center hotel and garage. After months of 
negotiations with the developer, operator and Rio Nuevo Board, there 
weren’t enough concessions made to reduce the price tag for the $190 million 
hotel. Rio Nuevo was not willing to commit all of the state-shared Tax 
Increment Finance revenues for the project, which left Tucson taxpayers at risk. 
That was unacceptable. 
 

Downtown businesses are urging the City and Rio Nuevo to grow our 
Convention business by investing in the TCC and providing incentives to businesses and hotels surrounding 
it. The City is spending almost $1 million to fix the decaying bleachers, one of many necessary investments 
needed to revitalize this aging public facility. We have asked the new Rio Nuevo Board for help. The TCC 
needs new restroom facilities, elevators and escalators, electrical upgrades, lighting, etc., to the tune of $10.5 
million. Rio Nuevo has the money. It’s time for them to invest. As for incentives, Mayor and Council is 
working on creating a Central Business District (CBD) under the Government Property Lease Excise Tax 
(GPLET) provisions of Arizona law. Working together, the creation of a CBD and adoption of GPLET 
provisions can create a level playing field for many businesses to apply for reduced property taxes. Mayor 
and Council will be finalizing this and other economic development strategies in the upcoming months. 
Council meetings are held every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. and agendas are posted online at www.tucsonaz.gov. 
Get more info at http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/business/cbd . 

South 12th Avenue’s Los Jarritos (“Little Jars”) has been part of the southside food 
landscape since 1980.  It has developed a national reputation for delicious northern 
Sonoran-style Mexican food.  Weekdays bring crowds looking to satisfy their cravings.  
Weekends bring sleepy-eyed customers toting large ollas, seeking steamy quarts of 
menudo. Owner and matriarch Frances Erúnez takes pride in the taste and quality of 
the food.  Her children and grandchildren work in the restaurant and are carrying on 
her high standards.  Everything is prepared fresh daily, using superior ingredients. 
 

During the Christmas Holidays residents from all over town descend upon Los Jarritos to purchase supplies for 
their traditional holiday meals.  The tiny restaurant is filled with patrons chatting waiting to buy corn husks and 
freshly ground masa to make tamales. The family is proud of their contributions to the community.  They are 
rooted in their location, one of the many longtime merchants doing business along South 12th Avenue. 

 

JOBS AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT FOR TUCSON 

At the direction of Mayor and Council, the City Manager last week hired an economic development 
manager, a new position to help grow our local economy through policies and programs we’ve adopted 
including the Global Economic Development District, our Jobs Plan and the Tucson Mexico Trade 
Coalition.  
 

Please help me welcome Ms. Debra L. Chandler, who was selected from more than 40 applicants 
following a state-wide recruitment. Ms. Chandler is currently the Executive Director of the Microbusiness 
Advancement Center in Tucson, where she has been since 2006. She was my Ward 1 representative to the 
City’s Small Business Commission, so I have known her for many years and am optimistic about her new 
role. She will work closely with our other partners, including Tucson Regional Economic Opportunities, 
the University of Arizona, the Small Business Commission, Pima County, the Downtown Tucson 
Partnership and the many Chambers of Commerce and businesses across the region. 



ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS 

BEAUTIFY HOME WITH 
 TREES FOR TUCSON 

Trees for Tucson program is a great 
option for residents to receive low-
cost shade trees. Tucson Electric 
Power customers may receive desert-
adapted shade trees delivered to their 
home for $8.00 each, if they agree to 

plant the trees within 15 feet of the west, east, or south 
side of the home. To obtain an application form, visit 
www.treesfortucson.org or call (520)791-3109. 

SPRING BRINGS CITY’S CHIPSEAL PROGRAM 

Come join your friends and family at the 12th Annual 
César E. Chávez March, Saturday, Saturday, Saturday, Saturday, 
March 31, 9 a.m., St. John’s Catholic March 31, 9 a.m., St. John’s Catholic March 31, 9 a.m., St. John’s Catholic March 31, 9 a.m., St. John’s Catholic 
Church, 602 W. Ajo WyChurch, 602 W. Ajo WyChurch, 602 W. Ajo WyChurch, 602 W. Ajo Wy.  The March 
will travel to Rudy Garcia Park where 
there will be guest speakers, music 
and vendors. Free and open to the 
public, families are encouraged to 
attend. 
 

For more information please contact 
the Arizona César E. Chávez Coalition at (520)940-
7752 or visit http://azcesarchavezcoalition.org . 

12 TH ANNUAL CÉSAR CHÁVEZ MARCH 

 HELP FOR FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYERS  

Thinking of buying a home?  Call the Pima 
Neighborhood Investment Partnership (PNIP) 3810 S. 
Evans Blvd. #130.  Current stock includes new and 

rehabbed homes.  Your new home 
awaits you!  For more information 
please contact (520)243-4663 or visit  
www.pnip.org . 

FREE BORDERLANDS FILM SERIES AT  
EL PUEBLO CENTER 

SACASA INVITES PUBLIC TO APRIL EVENTS 

The Power to Prepare 
Tucson, a summit to ready 
our communities for a 
changing climate invites all 
community leaders and 
residents to help shape our 
response to a Changing 
Climate. The World 
Wildlife Fund chose 
Tucson as the city to 

highlight for their filmed 
community roundtable. 
Saturday, March 31, from 
3:00 – 7:15 p.m. Tucson 
Convention Center, 260 S. 
Church Avenue.  Light 
dinner will be provided. 
To RSVP to this free 
event: http://
cms3.tucsonaz.gov/  . 

NATIONAL CLIMATE SUMMIT IN TUCSON 

The Borderlands Community Film Series wraps up 
with a screening of Al otro lado/ To The Other Side  
on April 19, 6p.m. at the El Pueblo Neighborhood 
Center (Room 1C), 101 W. Irvington Rd.  Movies are 
free and open to the public and refreshments are 
served. 

Mayor and Council unanimously adopted a citywide 
residential road repair plan to chip-seal 125 lane miles 
of residential streets throughout the year. Road repair 
suffered due to the economic downturn and the 
legislature’s $4.5 million cut to Tucson’s share of State 
Highway User Revenue Funds (HURF). HURF funds 
are restricted to transportation improvements 
including potholes, sweeping, median and wash 
cleanups, grading, sidewalks, etc. To launch the 
paving program, Council Member Fimbres secured 
$585,000 in funds that he and staff negotiated as part 
of a new student housing development at 22nd and 
Park.  
 

The following areas are slated for repair:   
• Park Ave. to Campbell Ave.,  
Fair St. to Irvington Rd. 
• I-19 to 12th Ave.,  
Drexel Rd. to Valencia Rd. 
• Shannon Rd. to La Cholla Blvd.,  
36th St. to 44th St. 
• Campbell Ave. to Tucson Blvd.,  
Elm St. to Speedway Blvd. 

April is Sexual Assault Awareness Month. Events are 
scheduled to raise awareness to combat this too-
common crime.  Councilor Romero served on the 
board of this non-profit organization and supports their 
important work. Visit www.SACASA.org  
• Take Back the Night - April 10th,    6 p.m., 
Geronimo Plaza at Main Gate Square.  Free. 

• Denim Day - April 25th wear denim and show your 
support.    

• Dine Out for Safety - April 25th More info at 
www.dineoutforsafety.com .    



PAINTED HILLS AND CITY WATER POLICY UNDER ATTACK! Call Senator Pierce Today! 

TAKE ACTION 

Councilor Romero fought for historic preservation in the Warehouse Arts District. She believes historic 
preservation is an economic driver for our community. That’s why she’s so proud to support the public 
private partnership that came together to restore the historic Steinfeld building, located at 101 W 6th Street. 
Dating from 1909, its one of the signature buildings in the downtown district. Originally approved by Mayor 
and Council in 2004, Councilor Romero championed the Warehouse Arts District Master Plan and historic 
preservation of the Steinfeld in the midst of a budget crisis with many naysayers calling for its demise. She 
fought for the Downtown Links road alignment, which preserved all historic buildings on the national register. 
She stopped developers from using a poorly written development agreement to tear down the Steinfeld, and 
she’s a strong advocate for using federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds for historic 
preservation. More than 20 construction jobs have been created with local talent, including Sellers and Sons, 
Poster Frost Mirto, Oden Construction and Cox Masonry. The Warehouse Arts Management Organization 
purchased the building from the City through a competitive process. The City owns the land and requires an 
arts use. Long-term plans include mixed-use artist live-work spaces, a gallery and café. For more information 
about the District, visit http://thewarehouseartsdistrict.com/. 

 

 
Tucson’s historic new water service policy, which protects the Painted Hills natural 
area from development, is under attack by the AZ State Legislature. The policy means 
progress for Tucson and we need your help to protect it. Benefits include: 
• Lowers rates for Tucson Water ratepayers over time because less (more expensive) 
water will need to be acquired and less water infrastructure will be needed;  

• Creates more certainty for developers inside the service area and saves time and 
money when coupled with a streamlined development process and lower 
connection fees;  

• Focuses growth in urban areas which benefits City taxpayers because more 
revenues are available in the city to pay for public services.  

 

The State Legislature recently unleashed House Bill 2416 House Bill 2416 House Bill 2416 House Bill 2416 which would undo Tucson's 
carefully crafted efforts to develop a cohesive water service area policy that balances the interests of current 
and future residents of Tucson. This bill attempts to help a developer out of a risky land deal in an area 
known as Painted Hills.  Painted Hills is a 289 acre parcel of rocky, saguaro-studded hills adjacent to and 
west of the City of Tucson between Anklam Road and Speedway Boulevard in unincorporated Pima County.  
 

HB 2416 HB 2416 HB 2416 HB 2416 declares where Tucson must serve water without regards to the infrastructure necessary to serve the 
property or the water resources available, which would cost the residents of Tucson millions of dollars. As a 
result of this bill, the City may not have water resources available within the city because those resources will 
have been obligated to developers outside of the City. If a City cannot determine where it serves, it will 
eventually find itself in violation of Arizona’s Assured Water Supply rules and could lose its designation. This 
would jeopardize all local development. 
 

HB 2416 HB 2416 HB 2416 HB 2416 targets Tucson specifically by population which reveals this bill for what it is:  special legislation for 
the benefit of developers in a speculative land deal gone bad. In November 2010 the developers sued the 
City of Tucson seeking damages of $46.25 million and the Arizona Superior Court ruled in favor of City of 
Tucson. The developers appealed the decision and in September 2011 the State of Arizona Court of Appeals 
found in favor of the City of Tucson. The resolution to this local, specific issue is best left to negotiations or 
the courts, not the legislature.   
 

Please call President of the Senate Steve Pierce at (620) 926Please call President of the Senate Steve Pierce at (620) 926Please call President of the Senate Steve Pierce at (620) 926Please call President of the Senate Steve Pierce at (620) 926----5584. Ask him to hold 5584. Ask him to hold 5584. Ask him to hold 5584. Ask him to hold 
this bill and not let it go to the Floor for a vote.this bill and not let it go to the Floor for a vote.this bill and not let it go to the Floor for a vote.this bill and not let it go to the Floor for a vote.    

 

HISTORIC STEINFELD WAREHOUSE GETS $968,000 FEDERAL GRANT  


