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A Note from Karin  

Dear Tucsonans, 

While much of the fallout caused by the economic downturn seems 

beyond our control, one thing is certain: we can help each other 

weather this storm and emerge stronger than ever as a community.  

In this issue of the Ward 3 newsletter we highlight how our Ward 3 

neighbors are contributing to our community.  

During these hard times, when fear and anxiety can conspire to  

divide us, I want to do everything in my power to reinforce         

Tucsonôs core values, including generosity, compassion,               

volunteerism, hard work. We can choose to hold together and build 

strength from the ground up in our community, and I have no 

doubt the good people of Tucson will do exactly that together! 

Please join me on Monday, October 26 for our next ñCommunity 

Conversationò focusing on available resources for seniors in our 

neighborhood. 

Thank you for staying in touch and giving me the opportunity to 

serve. 

     

 

 

O C TO BER /N O VEM BER  
200 9  

 

TUCSON,  ARIZON A 

Karin Uhlich  
Council Member 



A Victory for the Neighborhood ðLandlord 

Accountability Update                                           

by George Pettit 

Imagine that for the last 30 years you have lived next to a prop-

erty that the police are at all the time. In fact, at the five -unit 

property, the police have been present at least 93 times in the 

last three years. What a sore spot in a neighborhood! 

Well thanks to the persistence of two special people ï TPD Sgt. 

Ron Thompson and Jane Baker, President of Balboa Heights 

Neighborhood, and the Landlord Accountability  Initiative that 

ñsoreò is being eliminated from the neighborhood. 

In Superior Court on Sept. 28 th a judge accepted an agreement 

that calls for the property owner to terminate the leases and 

sell the property. City Attorney, Mike Rankin, says this is sig-

nificant because it is the first time the City has secured an order 

from Superior Court that compelled a  landlord to vacate and 

sell a property that has been such a blight on a neighborhood. 

Sgt. Thompson, who put in many, many hours over the last 

couple of years on this project, said, ñthe City should have been 

doing this [Landlord Accountability] 20 years ago.ò  Ms. Baker, 

who has fought for many years to improve the quality of life in 

Balboa Heights, agrees with Sgt. Thompson saying, ñThe City 

should have had this type of program before.ò 

Council Member Karin Uhlich, sponsor of the Landlord Ac-

countability Initiative, sends a big thank you to everyone that 

helped to eliminate the ñsore,ò especially Sgt. Thompson and 

Ms. Baker. 

News coverage on this particular case was aired on KGUN 9. 

The Arizona Daily Star also had coverage on this. Links to their 

website are as follows: 

Links:  

KGUN 9 video: 

http://bit.ly/3x7Dwx  

Arizona Daily Star article:  

http://bit.ly/rhspG  

 

The Landlord Accountability 

Ordinance was passed by Mayor 

and Council in March, 2008 to 

give City of Tucson departments 

additional tools to deal with     

nuisance properties. 

Jane Baker, President of the Balboa 

Heights Neighborhood Association. 

Screen capture of KGUN 9 piece on 

Landlord Accountability Ordinance.   

http://bit.ly/3x7Dwx
http://bit.ly/rhspG


Dog Park ñWall of Fameò Fundraiser             

by George Pettit 

The North 6th Avenue Dog Park Volunteer Committee is 

pleased to announce the park's "Wall of Fame" tile project 

which has been resurrected, thanks to the efforts of the tile art-

ist Jennifer Furrier, the Ward 3 Council Office, and Parks and 

Recreations Administrator Peg Weber. The Volunteer Commit-

tee is a dedicated group of park users that strive to make the 

Dog Park an enjoyable place for people and pets to meet, and 

would welcome input from the surrounding community.  

Personalized ceramic tiles commemorating beloved pets or 

businesses supporting the Dog Park start at $50 and up. All 

proceeds will go toward purchasing supplies and equipment, 

plus maintaining and improving the park.  

Please consider purchasing a tile to acknowledge your favorite 

pooch, and be a part of this great community project! 

For additional information, please contact Committee       

Chairperson Debbie Ross at 628-4344. 

Avoiding Crime Tip ðPlease lock up your       

valuables                                                                             

by George Pettit 

There is a startling statistic coming out of the Midtown Police 

Division and it probably is not that much different across the 

Cityð33% to 50% of thefts in the City are happening under   

circumstances where people do not lock up their valuables.   

Police refer to this type of theft as ñNo Force Used.ôô 

Tucson Police Department is specifically reminding people to 

lock up their vehiclesðeven when you run back into the house 

to get something you forgot.  Also, don't leave valuables in plain 

site.  Items locked in the trunk are not safe because almost all 

cars have a pop the trunk button in the car.  

This might seem like obvious advice, but when such a large  

percentage of thefts are happening under these circumstances , 

itôs always good to remind ourselves to take extra precaution 

with our valuables. For more safety information, visit the TPD 

crime prevention site at http://bit.ly/1CP6OU . 

Here we have a picture of Valentine 

honored with his very own tile.  

Map of  North 6th Avenue Dog 

Park. Located at 2075 N 6th Ave. 

http://bit.ly/1CP6OU

