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Phase One: Los Reales Road to 43rd Street
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Quick Facts about Liberty Bicycle Boulevard

The proposed Liberty Bicycle Boulevard route passes within a half mile of:

	 • 18 different K-12 level schools
	 • 6 parks
	 • 2 libraries 
	 • El Rio Community Center 
	 • Laos Transit Center
	 • Pima Community College Aviation Technology Campus
	 • The Desert Diamond Casino
	 • Julian Wash Greenway 
	 • Santa Cruz River Path

Along the proposed Liberty Bicycle Boulevard corridor:

	 • Poverty levels are nearly four times the national average
	 • A full 24 percent of renter households are without a car (2000 census) 
	 • Over 34 percent of residents are under the age of 18 (2000 census)  
	 • Residents report an incidence much higher than the city-wide average for walking 
	 	 or biking to work (2000 census)

The Liberty Bicycle Boulevard plan will:

	 • Improve three major crossings for bicyclists, pedestrians and transit users 
	 • Include the strategic design of traffic calming and reduction strategies
	 • Include new street trees to help shade the route
	 • Improve continuity, connectivity and way-finding
	 • Provide the kind of ”low stress bikeways” most potential riders prefer
	 • Help improve conditions for area children walking and biking to school
	 • Improve links between transit and bicycling and walking in the area
  	 • Help build a safe, comfortable, and easily-accessible connection between the 
	 	 southern reaches of Tucson and the Downtown and urban core.
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APPENDIX

User Groups and Primary Challenges 

Although over 34 percent of the population in the neighborhoods along the Liberty 
corridor is under the age of 18, and Liberty Avenue and San Fernando Road are lined 
with many schools, the route is not as well utilized as it could be. The corridor lacks 
adequate safe crossings, shade, proper wayfinding signage, and a comprehensive strategy 
to control vehicle speeds and numbers. Proposed Bicycle Boulevard pavement markings 
would also help remind bicyclists to ride with traffic.

More than 8 percent of home owners and 24 percent of renters along the Liberty Avenue 
corridor have no car (2000 census.) In addition, over 4 percent of area residents reported 
walking, or using another non-driving or transit mode of transportation, to get to work. 
Along the northernmost part of the route this number was 9.7 percent. 
Most of the Liberty route currently lacks shade or beautification, and efficient commuting 
along the route is interrupted by stop signs and a lack of safe, controlled crossings.
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Conceptual Improvements
New Traffic Circles 

The Liberty Avenue corridor is lined with schools. Although there is a significant amount 
of foot and bicycle traffic along this road, permanent traffic calming elements are largely 
missing. Current traffic volumes are estimated at approximately 3000 cars per day.

New traffic circles at strategic junctures along Liberty Avenue will provide traffic calming 
and neighborhood beautification. Replacing ‘stop’ signs with four-way ‘yield’ signs will 
allow bicyclists to maintain their momentum. Bicycle Boulevard pavement markings help 
with way-finding, and remind motorists to slow down and be aware that they share the 
road with bicyclists.
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Conceptual Improvements
Crossing Improvements at major intersections:

Irvington Road Crossing

Bicyclists and pedestrians wishing to cross Irvington Road (pictured above) at Liberty 
Avenue have no safe way to do so. According to PAG, 33,000 cars pass this section of 
Irvington every day. The Liberty crossing at Valencia has even more cars: 48,000 per day.

A two-stage PELICAN signal with a median and button activated lights for both 
pedestrians and bicyclists allows for safer crossings, while simultaneously connecting the 
130 foot jog between the northern and southern sections of Liberty Avenue.
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