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MINUTES – MEC REGULAR MEETING 
4:00P.M, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2015 

PIMA COUNTY LIBRARY LOWER LEVEL MEETING ROOM,  
101 N. STONE AVE., TUCSON, ARIZONA  

 
 

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Dr. Louis Albert, Dr. Mary Jan Bancroft, Dennis Barger, Dr. 
Kent Barrabee, Diego Martinez Barrera, Deborah Embry, George Favela, Jennifer Flores, Molly 
Gilbert, Paul Lovelis, Amber Mathewson, Aaron Myers, David Nicholson, Dr. Daisy Rodriguez 
Pitel, Jennifer Sprung, Dr. Kasey Urquidez, Dr. June Webb-Vignery, Patricia Wiedhopf.   
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Bill Ardern, Dr. Linda Arzoumanian, James Cook, Jen 
Darland, Richard Elias, Steve Freeman, Javier Herrera, Teri Laguna, Vicky Mullins, Jo Riester, 
Regina Romero, Dr. Alan Storm.    
 
NON-COMISSIONERS PRESENT: Mayor Jonathan Rothschild, David Rodriguez, Maggie 
Zheng, Graciela Beltran, Diane Vega, Jacob Contreras, Leticia Valenzuela, Dr. Robert Breault, 
Edward Nossem. 
  

 1.0 CALL TO ORDER –   DR. KASEY URQUIDEZ 
The meeting was called to order at 4:10 p.m.  
 

2.0 ROLL CALL – DR. KASEY URQUIDEZ 
Roll call was conducted; a quorum was established. 

 
3.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE –  DR. KASEY URQUIDEZ 
 The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America was recited by all attendees. 
 
4.0 APPROVAL OF MARCH 18, 2015 MEETING MINUTES – DR. KASEY URQUIDEZ 

Motion to approve: George Favela 
Second: Dr. Kent Barrabee 
Motion carried 17- 0. 
 

5.0 APPROVAL OF MARCH 2015 FINANCIAL REPORT – DR. KASEY URQUIDEZ 
 Motion: George Favela 
 Second: Dr. Kent Barrabee 
 Motion carried 17-0. 
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6.0       REGIONAL COLLEGE ACCESS CENTER – DAVID RODRIGUEZ & RCAC 

AMBASSADORS 
David Rodriguez presented on the Regional College Access Center’s activities and 
introduced some of the Student Ambassadors. The RCAC has greatly increased its 
service range and is busier than ever before. For the 2014-2015 school year, over 600 
FAFSA’s have been completed, there have been 11,396 RCAC website hits, and total 
scholarships awarded through RCAC and Student Ambassador efforts as of April 15th  is 
$600,000, with more expected before the end of the fiscal year June 30th. There are 
currently 2 UA Interns are participating in a mentoring project with the 
Freshman/Sophomore Advancement Via Individual Determination Program (AVID), and 
2 UA Interns are assisting the RCAC Coordinator with office one on one appointments 
and community presentations. Additionally, this year the RCAC has conducted essay 
writing workshops at Andrada Polytechnic and Pueblo High Schools, and participated in 
College Application drives and FAFSA Drive Campaigns at area high schools. 
We have 13 Student Ambassadors at present at Ajo (2), Sahuarita (2), Pueblo, Flowing 
Wells, Sunnyside, Desert View (2), Catalina Magnet, Palo Verde (2), and Andrada 
Polytechnic High Schools. The Student Ambassadors in attendance (Graciela Beltran and 
Diane Vega from Desert View HS, and Jacob Contreras from Flowing Wells HS, 
presented on their activities and explained the process by which they assist students at 
their high schools.  

7.0 YAC/TTC PRESENTATION – DIEGO MARTINEZ BARRERA & DAVID 
NICHOLSON 
MEC Commissioner Paul Lovelis presented on the history of the Youth Advisory 
Council/Tucson Teen Congress (YAC/TTC). Diego and David outlined the group’s 
2014-2015 activities, which included the expansion of the diversity of the group with new 
members from across the community; visits from elected officials at the YAC/TTC 
meetings at the Main Library; the October 2014 Teen Town Hall; the Student Advocacy 
Day March 4th when YAC/TTC members and representing high schools that attended the 
Teen Town Hall travelled to Phoenix to meet with state legislators; the LULAC Youth 
Leadership Conference & Career Fair; and  the selection of the Dorothy O. Finley 
Outstanding Teen Citizens, Crystal Apple Counselor and Youth Honorees, and the Goal 
One: Graduate! Poster Contest winners. 
 

8.0 MAYOR JONATHAN ROTHSCHILD 
Mayor Rothschild thanked the MEC for inviting him to present to the Commission. He 
related the news that Tucson has been awarded a $1.8 million grant from America Serves, 
the umbrella group of the AmeriCorps/Vista.  The model is built off of the Community 
Schools model, and is similar in a way to what the MEC has been doing for a long time, 
but “on steroids”.  It will be principally AmeriCorps/Vista young people, who will embed 
in 8 high schools that to a large extent the RCAC is already in, whose job is going to be 
to comb the school and find out where the social service needs are. This will be partially 
educational because the idea is to graduate people from high school and move them 
along, but it will also be (addressing) the underlying issues that are making it so people 
are dropping out.  The other part of the program is they are going to embed other 
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VistaCorp volunteers into social service agencies; what is not known is what social 
service agencies they are going to be looking at (Deborah Embry indicated that the 
Tucson Urban League is one).  
The Community Schools model that has been looked at for years is to take a school after 
hours, put the social service agencies there, and have “wraparound” services, but that’s 
never happened for a whole series of reasons, but this may be a better thing in that it will 
focus on finding the students in need and connecting them up with those agencies who 
can help them – counseling, medical, financial, educational. Only 4 communities in the 
United States were awarded these grants, and we were the first to be announced. It also 
plays into the other big initiative that we are involved with which is the United Way 
Cradle to Career initiative, and the President’s My Brother’s Keeper Initiative – (the 
City) has joined with the Urban League and LULAC on this, and the Literacy Program. 
MEC Commissioners asked questions and discussed these items, as well as recent MEC 
activities including the Resolution supporting the restoring of funding for JTED and K-20 
education by the Arizona Legislation. 
 

9.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS – DR. KASEY URQUIDEZ 
9.1 Budget – Bill Ardern  

There was discussion regarding funding with the Mayor’s Poverty Commission, 
and the possibility of 24 Student Ambassadors/Near Peer advisors from 
Americorps/Vista, which is dependent on funding from the Governor’s 
Commission on Service and Volunteerism. 

9.2  Crystal Apple Awards Luncheon –  Dr. June Webb -Vignery  
The 25th Annual Crystal Apple Awards Luncheon will take place on Friday, May 
8th, 2015 at the Desert Diamond Casino & Hotel, 7350 S. Nogales Highway. We 
have 26 tables so far, and expect to have at least 30 tables by the deadline for 
submission of numbers to Desert Diamond.  
 All of the Honorees have been selected and contacted.  They are: LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD - Sam Polito; EDUCATION ADVOCATE AWARD 
– Former Tucson Mayor Bob Walkup; EDUCATION ADVOCATE AWARD -  
Pima County Supervisor Richard Elías; TEACHER AWARD – Kevin Kehl, 
Andrada Polytechnic High School, Vail USD; COUNSELOR AWARD – Eve 
Rifkin, City High School; CORPORATE AWARD – League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC); YOUTH AWARD – Onelio Madrid Calderon, 
Pueblo High School. 

9.3  Appointments –Paul Lovelis  
Dr. Louis Albert has been approved by the Pima Community College Chancellor 
to be reappointed to the MEC. 
Motion to approve: George Favela 
Second: Jennifer Sprung 
The motion passed 17-0. 

9.4 YAC/TTC – David Nicholson & Diego Martinez Barrera  
The LULAC Youth Leadership Conference & Career Fair took place on March 
27th at Pima Community College; YAC/TTC members helped formulate the 
workshop topics and some volunteered at the event. 
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9.5 Issues –Pat Wiedhopf –  
Dr. Kasey Urquidez stated that the College Advising Corps initiative is moving 
forward at the U of A, and fundraising is ongoing. 

9.6 Regional College Access Center –  David Rodriguez 
Please see Agenda Item 6.0. 

9.7     Key to Employment Symposium – Ed Nossem 
The next Key to Employment for the 21st Century Symposium will take place on 
Wednesday, February 3, 2016 at the U of A Student Union.  The possibility of 
conducting a UA Telemedicine virtual video broadcast, including the RCAC 
Workshop and other aspects of the event, is being discussed. 
 

10.0 CALL TO THE PUBLIC 
Dr. Robert Breault announced that someone with funding capability from the National 
Science Foundation is trying to create a Western Photonics Cluster, which would be an 
educational cluster rather than a competitive situation. He is incorporating Pima 
Community College as well as 6 or 7 others, and has millions of dollars from the NSF for 
10 years going.  He understands the lack of marketing, and Dr. Breault brought up how to 
fund marketing in order to attract the high school students into Pima Community College.  
The YAC/TTC is one of the stepping stones, and also David (Rodriguez) and the RCAC 
Student Ambassadors. Dr. Breault proposed that they fund regional outreaches and focus 
it to get STEM students.  He will bring this up at Pima Community College at 
tomorrow’s education planning session and be in contact with the MEC. Dr. Louis Albert 
added a description of the planning session, which will consist of 35 to 40 people coming 
from Raytheon and many other engineering, optics, and other industries to help PCC 
redesign what used to be called their technology program. 
 

11.0 ADJOURNMENT – DR. KASEY URQUIDEZ 
Motion to Adjourn: Deborah Embry 
Second: Dr. Louis Albert 
The motion passed 17-0.  
The meeting was adjourned at 5:25 p.m.  


