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Metropolitan Education Commission 
Executive Board Meeting 

MEC Office, 930 E. Broadway Blvd., Tucson, AZ. 
Thursday, December 3, 2015, 7:30 a.m. 

 
MINUTES 

Attendance:  Members present:  Dr. June Webb-Vignery, Pat Wiedhopf, Dr. 
Kasey Urquidez, Paul Lovelis 
Members absent: Bill Ardern, George Favela, Deborah Embry 
Non-members present: Felicia Ramirez, Edward Nossem 
  
 

1.0       CALL TO ORDER – PAT WIEDHOPF 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 a.m. 
 

2.0 ROLL CALL – PAT WIEDHOPF  
Roll call was conducted; a quorum was established. 
 

3.0 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – PAT WIEDHOPF 
 The Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America was recited by all attendees. 
 
4.0    APPROVAL OF NOVEMBER 5, 2015 MEETING MINUTES – PAT WIEDHOPF 

Motion to approve: Dr. Kasey Urquidez 
Second: Paul Lovelis 
Motion approved unanimously. 

 
5.0 APPROVAL OF DECEMBER 16, 2015 MEC REGULAR MEETING AGENDA – 

PAT WIEDHOPF 
 Motion to Approve: Dr. Kasey Urquidez 
 Second: Paul Lovelis 

Motion approved unanimously. 
 

6.0       COLLEGE SUCCESS ARIZONA MOU – DR. JUNE WEBB-VIGNERY 
Dr. June Webb-Vignery will travel to Phoenix on Friday, December 11th to meet with the 
College Success Arizona team and Helios Education Foundation to discuss the initiative 
details including marketing of the College Knowing & Going Initiative.  This includes a 
video that focuses on the three sections of Arizona covered by the grant (Northern, 
Central, and Southern AZ).  Once the video is produced it will be placed on the MEC and 
RCAC websites as well as other venues.  We plan on an announcement/kickoff once 
everything is in place, and we will notify Mayor Rothschild and Richard Elias to mark 
their calendars for attendance as Co-Chairs of the RCAC. 
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7.0 COMMITTEE REPORTS  
7.1   Collaborations – Dr. June Webb-Vignery 

 Laurel Kimball, Founding Principal of the Phoenix Philanthropy Group, has 
announced that they will be featuring the MEC in an upcoming Profile.  This 
Profile will be disseminated state wide, and will highlight the MEC’s leadership 
in raising awareness of the educational needs of low income and first generation 
students, and the organizational partnership with the city of Tucson as a model for 
other organizations. 
7.2   Budget - Bill Ardern  
(Bill Ardern not present - Dr. Webb-Vignery presented) The execution of the 
budget remains on track. We have received $10,000 from College Success 
Arizona as a financial pad while we await the first $70,000 disbursement from 
College Success Arizona. We have also started work on the Pima County 2016-
2017 RFP, with the current total funding request of $82.200. 
7.3   Crystal Apple Awards Luncheon – Dr. June Webb-Vignery 
We have reserved Friday, April 29, 2016 with the Desert Diamond Casino & 
Hotel for the 26th Annual Crystal Apple Awards Luncheon. We have 3 tables so 
far: Pima County School Superintendent (Gold Sponsorship), Pima County 
Attorney’s Office (Commitment), and Jim Click Automotive Team, who will do a 
Table Sponsorship and has asked to be invoiced in March 2016.  Dr. Urquidez has 
also stated a commitment from the UA Admissions Office. We will be sending a 
second round of donation letters and pledge forms. We will once again invite 
Mayor Rothschild and Supervisor Elías to be Co-Hosts for the event. 
The 2006 CAA Lifetime Achievement Honoree is Dr. John Pedicone. The 2016 
Education Advocacy Award Honoree is General Ron Shoopman of the Southern 
Arizona Leadership Council. The Teacher Honoree is Jennifer Anglin, Flowing 
Wells Junior High School, Flowing Wells USD. We still need to select the 
Corporate, Counselor, and Youth Honorees; the Counselor and Youth Honorees 
will be selected by YAC/TTC members in the Spring of 2016. 
7.4    Issues – George Favela (Not present)  
No action. 
7.5 RCAC – David Rodriguez 
(David Rodriguez not present – Dr. Webb-Vignery presented) David Rodriguez 
has been training AmeriCorps volunteers and travelling a great deal. The 
AmeriCorps standards are different than those used previously for MEC’s Student 
Ambassadors.  The MEC is not receiving any money for insurance or David’s 
salary related to these efforts.  We will be maintaining separate data for the 
MEC’s Student Ambassadors.  The Sunnyside MOU is being worked on. 
7.6   Appointments – Wells Fargo has recommended Luis Manjarrez to replace 
Aaron Myers as the Mayor & Council appointee representing Libraries, 
Museums, and Arts. If approved by Mayor & Council at their December 8th, 2015 
meeting, we can vote at the December 16th meeting. Reappointment of Council 
Member Regina Romero, representing Tucson Mayor & Council – this is a 4-year 
appointment that will be voted on at the Mayor & Council December 15th,  2015 
meeting. 
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Reappointment of Jim Cook, City of Tucson appointee representing Parks, 
Recreation, & Housing – this is a 4-year appointment, that will be voted on at the 
Mayor & Council December 15th,  2015 meeting. 
Reappointment of Steve Freeman, representing the Disabled Community. 
Expiration would be 12/31/2018 (3-year term). 
7.7  YAC/TTC – Paul Lovelis 
(Paul Lovelis not present – Ed Nossem presented) The YAC/TTC’s suggestions 
for LULAC YLC Workshop topics were brought to the LULAC Planning 
Committee for consideration, and the Committee voted to implement as many of 
the suggestions as possible for the 2016 LULAC Youth Leadership Conference & 
Career Fair Workshops. 
YAC/TTC Treasurer Arnoldo Martinez led a discussion of possible fundraising 
options.  The YAC/TTC currently has a zero balance of funds, and future 
projected expenses include shirts (polo or collared shirts), bus rental for the 
March 2, 2016 Civic Engagement Day, and refreshments.  
Fundraising options include Restaurant Percentage Nights, where a portion of an 
evening’s income (typically 15%) would be donated to the MEC for YAC/TTC 
expenses Arnoldo said that he would draft a donation letter for MEC Executive 
Director Dr. June Webb-Vignery’s review and approval. 
YAC/TTC President David Ojeda will draft an invitation to the MEC 
Commissioners to stay after the December 16th MEC meeting and attend the 
YAC/TTC Holiday party, so that they can meet the YAC/TTC members and vice 
versa. 
Social Media and profile pictures for Face Book were also discussed. 
7.8   Key to Employment Symposium – Ed Nossem 
We have secured the UA Student Union for Wednesday, February 3, 2016 for the 
2016 K2E event. Tucson Electric Power has pledged $2,000 for the event.  Ed 
Nossem has contacted 48 schools, and here are currently 270 students committed 
by the schools.  Johanna Duffek continues to solicit Exhibitors and Sponsors. 
 

8.0    ADJOURNMENT – PAT WIEDHOPF 
Motion to approve: Dr. Kasey Urquidez 
Second: Paul Lovelis 
Motion passed 4-0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:30 a.m. 

 


