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Commission of Food Security, Heritage, and Economy 
 

 
Wednesday, March 9, 2016, 8:00 a.m 

1
st
 Floor Conference Room, Tucson City Hall 

255 W. Alameda St., Tucson, Arizona 85726 

Legal Action Report 
 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call  

 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 8:04 a.m. There was a quorum. 

 

Attendance was as follows: 

 

Present:       Representing: 
Robert Ojeda      Community Food Bank of S. AZ 

Sam Alboy      Local First Arizona 

Maribel Alvarez      Southwest Folklife Alliance 

Kara Jones       Community Food Bank of S. AZ 

David Ludwig      Pima County Health Dept 

Dora Martinez      Pima County Food Alliance 

Daniel McDonald      UA College of Ag and Life Sciences 

Gary P. Nabhan      Native Seeds/SEARCH 

Chet Phillips      Southwest Folklife Alliance 

Cie’na Schaefli      Pima County Food Alliance 

Kris Vrolijk (arrived 8:20)    Local First Arizona 

Kelly Watters      Pima County Food Alliance 

Debbie Weingarten     Community Food Bank of S. AZ 

      

Absent:       Representing: 
Vanessa Bechtol      Santa Cruz Valley Heritage Alliance 

Jesus Garcia                          Arizona-Sonoran Desert Museum 

Erika Mitnik-White     Local First Arizona 

Douglas Taren      UA College of Public Health 

 

Staff Present: 

Lisa Markkula, Secretary     Mayor’s Office 

 

2. Action: Review and Approval of Minutes  

 

Minutes reviewed. Corrections: Dour Taren should be Doug Taren and on the 2
nd

 page, delete “a” in 

front of criteria.  

 

Action: David Ludwig made a motion to approve the minutes. Sam Alboy seconded, and the minutes 

were approved with 12 votes. Jesus Garcia, Vanessa Bechtol, Kris Vrolijk, Erika Mitnik-White, and 

Doug Taren were absent.  

 

3. Standing Item: UNESCEO City of Gastronomy Update  
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Action: Maribel Alvarez moved and Kris Vrolijk seconded that CFSHE support the mayor’s 

appointing an interim advisory body. Motion approved with 12 votes. Jesus Garcia, Vanessa 

Bechtol, Erika Mitnik-White, and Doug Taren were absent.  

 

5. Discussion: Nominating agency and membership vacancies 

 

No action was taken. 

 

6. Presentation by Dan McDonald on Formula Funding for Expanded Food and Nutrition 

Education Program (EFNEP) 

 

Action: Kelly Watters moved and Chet Phillips seconded that CFSHE recommend that Mayor and 

Council send a letter urging that the allocation formula for EFNEP be changed. Motion approved 

with 12 votes. Jesus Garcia, Vanessa Bechtol, Kris Vrolijk, Erika Mitnik-White, and Doug Taren 

were absent. 

 

7. Call to Audience/Announcements  

 

No comments were received by audience members. 

 

8. Adjournment  

 

Meeting adjourned at 9:31 a.m. 

 
Persons with a disability may request a reasonable accommodation, such as a sign language interpreter, by contacting 
support staff, Ryan Anderson at 837-4028 or ryan.anderson@tucsonaz.gov. Requests should be made as early as 
possible to allow time to arrange the accommodation. 
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Based on a per capita allocation, Arizona receives the lowest amount of any state.
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Western states are among the lowest based on per capita (# of residents below 125% of 

poverty)poverty)
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Even though many western states have grown faster than other parts of the country, the 

basis of our allocation is frozen in 1981.basis of our allocation is frozen in 1981.
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Total EFNEP budget is $67.9million. Not asking for more funding, but rather change in 

current allocation formula.current allocation formula.
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