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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (ES) ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
(ESAC) 

WASTE DIVERSION, COLLECTIONS, AND EDUCATION 
SUBCOMMITTEE 

 

Legal Action Report 
 

Wednesday, August 10, 2016, 3:00 P.M. 
Ward 6 Council Office East Conference Room 

3202 East 1st Street, Tucson, AZ 

 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Garcia at 3:18 p.m. Those 
present and absent were: 
 
Present: 
David Reed Representative, Ward 3 
Margot Garcia, Chair Representative, City Manager’s Office 
 
Absent: 
Kristin Ginter Representative, City Manager’s Office 
 
Staff Members Present: 
Ernest Fernandez Superintendent, ES 
Cristina Polsgrove Public Information Officer, ES 
Fran LaSala Environmental Manager, ES 
Sherri Ludlam Environmental Scientist, ES 
 

3. Chairperson’s Report 
Note: This item was taken out of order after Item 1. 
 
None. 
 

9. Public Outreach 
Note: This item was taken out of order after Item 3. 
 

 Back to School Bash Recap 
Cristina Polsgrove, ES Public Information Officer, reported the Back to School 
Bash event had been successful. 
 

 Fall Events 
Ms. Polsgrove reported ES would be participating in the following Fall events: 
September-Arizona Farmer + Chef Connection event at TCC to highlight the 
FoodCycle program; October-Envision Tucson Sustainable Festival, Know 
Where to Throw, and the Boo Bash; November-Family Fun Festival; and 
December-Holiday Parade. 
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 Messaging for Event Food Scrap Recycling Program 
No discussion held. 

 
2. Approval of Minutes for July 6, 2016 

Note: This item was taken out of order after Item 9. 
 
The minutes for July 6, 2016 were approved as presented without objection 
(Committee Member Ginter absent/excused). 
 

4. Director’s Report 
Note: This item was taken out of order after Item 2. 
 

 Environmental Services Status 
Ernest Fernandez, ES Superintendent, reported the details for the physical 
move of Code Enforcement staff was still being worked out. 
 

 Container Maintenance Facility 
Mr. Fernandez reported demolition was proceeding at the Container 
Maintenance Facility and a new site was being considered at the Los Reales 
Landfill to better meet ES’ operational needs. 
 

 Self-Haul Facility 
Mr. Fernandez reported the plans for a self-haul facility at Los Reales Landfill 
were proceeding. 
 

 Budget Meeting Recap 
Mr. Fernandez reported ES had met with the City Manager and the 
consolidation of the Environmental Services and General Services 
Departments was still being evaluated. Discussion was held on the impact of 
the consolidation and the possible changes to the organizations as a result of 
the consolidation. 
 

5. Zero Waste Program Ideas and Discussion 
 
Fran LaSala, ES Environmental Manager, described how the municipal code of 
the City of Palo Alto directed its recycling programs. He indicated it could be a 
good framework for ES to follow when initiating its own zero waste efforts in 
Tucson. Discussion followed regarding current efforts and partnerships. 
 

6. ReCommunity Materials Recovery Facility Monthly Update 
 
Fran LaSala, ES Environmental Manager, indicated ES continued to receive a 
slight return on its recyclables and discussion was held on recycling 
contamination and education. 
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8. Waste Diversion 
Note: This item was taken out of order after Item 6. 

 

 Household Hazardous Waste Program 
Fran LaSala, ES Environmental Manager, reported on the number of 
participants and amount of materials received by the Household Hazardous 
Waste program during Fiscal Year 2016. 
 

 Recycling Program 
Mr. LaSala reported progress was being made on reducing the number of 
Neighborhood Recycling Center sites and making them more visible to the 
public to mitigate illegal dumping. 
 

 Food Scrap Program 
Sherri Ludlam, ES Environmental Scientist, provided a draft report on the 
Food Scrap program and discussion was held on the partnerships that had 
been developed to recycle food waste and other organic materials into 
compost. 
 

 Master Recyclers 
Ms. Ludlam reported the Master Recyclers Fall session had begun. 
 

 Know Where to Throw 
Ms. Ludlam reported the Know Where to Throw event was in the planning 
process. 
 

7. Collections 
Note: This item was taken out of order after Item 8. 
 
No discussion held. 
 

 Equipment Update 
 

 Annexation 
 

 Commercial/Multi-Family Accounts 
 

10. Future Agenda Items for Next Meeting 
 
The following topics were submitted for the next subcommittee meeting: 

 Collections Update 

 Environmental Services/General Services Consolidation 

 Recycling Programs 
 
Subcommittee members agreed to tentatively schedule the next subcommittee 
meeting for September 28, 2016. 
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11. Call to the Audience 

 
None. 
 

12. Adjournment 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:35 p.m. 


