
 
 
 
 

                                   Veterans’ Affairs Committee 

                                      Wednesday, January 8, 2020, 6:00 pm 
City Manager’s Conference Room – 1st Floor 
City Hall, 255 W. Alameda, Tucson, Arizona 

                                     Legal Action Report and Summary Minutes 
 

 

1. Call to Order / Establish a Quorum 
Meeting called to order by Senior Vice Chairperson Luke Johnson at 6:00 p.m.  Those 
present and absent were: 

 
Present:      Representing: 

Gary Ochoa     Arizona Department of Veteran’s Services 
Carol Rundell    Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary,  

Cactus Chapter 2 
C.W. Hall     Disabled American Veterans Chapter 4 
William Burks    Disabled American Veterans Chapter 26 
Kevin Dumas    Disabled American Veterans Chapter 28 
Phyllis Russell    Esperanza En Escalante 
Terry Byron    Marine Corps League, Marana Night Hawk 72 
William Wojciechowski   Military Officers Association of America, 

Tucson Chapter 
Robert “Bob” Slocum   Military Order of the Purple Heart 
Luke Johnson    Southern Arizona VA Health Care System 
Joel Stoltz      Tucson Jewish War Veterans Post 201 
Mark Levine    Tucson Jewish War Veterans Post 201 
Shaun Pfund    Tucson Veterans Cemetery Group 
Martin Belden    Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 106 
Melvin Morgan    Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 106 
 
Peter Kane (Advisory Member)  Tucson Airport Authority 

 
Absent:      Representing: 

Henry Johnson  Marine Corps League, Marana Night Hawk 72 and 
Post 81 Scottish American Military Society of 
Southern Arizona 

Bruce Hamilton    Tucson Veterans Serving Veterans 
 
Staff Member Present: 
 Jaime Corrales    City Clerk’s Office, Recording Secretary 
 
2. Pledge of Allegiance 
 

3. Invocation 
The invocation was given by Committee Gary Ochoa. 

 

4. Introduction of Guests 
Chaplain John Zinck   Four Chaplains Ceremony 
Marlon Ruiz    Military Order of World Wars, Region XIII 
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5. Approval of Legal Action Report and Summary Minutes from Dec. 11, 2019 meeting 

No discussion was held. It was moved by Committee Member CW Hall, duly seconded, and 
carried by a voice vote of 15 to 0 (Committee Members Henry Johnson and Bruce Hamilton 
absent), to approve the Legal Action Report and Summary Minutes from the December 11, 
2019 meeting 

 
6. Treasurer’s Report 

Report was given by Committee Member M. Belden and a discussion was held. It was moved 
by Committee Member C. Rundell, duly seconded, and carried by a voice vote of 15 to 0 
(Committee Members Henry Johnson and Bruce Hamilton absent) to approve the 
December 2019 financial report. 

 
7.   Consideration/Approval of Members 

There were no appointments for the January 8, 2020 meeting.    
 
8.    Committee Reports 

a. Southern Arizona VA (Veterans’ Affairs) Health Care System 
Committee Member L. Johnson informed the Committee of the new VA Director; Jennifer 
Gutowski is scheduled to start February 2020. He also informed the Committee of the 
new Deputy Chief of Staff; Dr. Rivera  ,and the new Deputy Director for Veterans Services; 
Amy Mann. 

 
b. Tucson Veterans Cemetery 

Committee Member S. Pfund informed the Committee that Bonnie Dolson would be 
retiring, but that she had offered to volunteer for the Missing in America Project. She will 
be replaced by Nicole Contreras. He also stated that the next MIP Mission would be on 
April 25, 2020. 

 
c. Arizona Department of Veterans’ Services 

Committee Member G. Ochoa informed the Committee of the Advisory Commission 
Meeting on January 9, 2020, at 10am. He also stated that March 2021 is the tentative 
opening date for the new Veterans home in Yuma, AZ. He informed the Committee that 
staffing the facility was underway, and if any Committee member knew of anyone 
interested in relocating to Yuma to work this facility express their interest. 

 
9. General Fundraising Efforts 

a. Hats Off To Heroes 
Discussion was held regarding the fund raising efforts as a whole. It was decided that 
Hats Off To Heroes would be addressed in future meetings as a separate item. It was also 
decided to reach out to Andy Squire, with the City Manager’s Office, and define the City’s 
involvement for Hats Off To Heroes. Further fundraising conversation included revising 
the list of potential donors, and revising the donation letter template. Committee 
Member M. Belden suggested possible gift card donations for raffling, as this type of 
fundraiser has proven lucrative. 

 
10. Veteran’s Day Parade 

Committee Member S. Pfund stated that plans for the 2020 parade have not begun. He 
stated that he would keep the Committee updated as information was made available to 
him. 
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11.    Four Chaplains Memorial Ceremony Update/Discussion 

Chaplain Zinck briefed the Committee on the Four Chaplains Ceremony. He discussed the 
program, looking to fill vacant spots. He asked for confirmation about the Mayor’s presence 
at the upcoming ceremony. He also asked the Committee’s input in filling the vacancies. It 
was decided that if Committee Chair B. Hamilton could not emcee the event; Senior Vice 
Chair L. Johnson would emcee in his place. Committee Member M. Levine offered to contact 
Cakes for Causes for a possible cake donation. Finances were also discussed, specifically for 
the treasurer to pay any bills for the events entertainment. 

 

12.  Military Lounge Update/Discussion 
Discussion was held regarding the VACs involvement with this endeavor. The Committee 
decided that they would like to be more involved with the upkeep and maintenance of the 
lounge, to include providing refreshments as needed. Clarification and further discussion will 
be needed on this item. Committee Member CW Hall requested a copy of all pertinent 
documents for clarification purposes. 

 
13. Operation Exodus Update/Discussion 

Advisory Member P. Kane informed the Committee that Operation Exodus was a success, 
with over 1000 participants. He informed the Committee that all left over snacks and 
beverages were donated to the military lounge. Committee Member M. Levine asked if 
magazine donations would be accepted. P. Kane informed the Committee that magazine 
donations were acceptable.  

 
14.  Report on Current Events: For the Good of the Order 

Reports on upcoming events were provided by Committee Members T. Byron, W. 
Wojciechowski, R. Slocum, K. Dumas, S. Pfund and Advisory Member P. Kane. 

 
15. Chair’s Appointments for 2020 

Senior Vice Chair L. Johnson appointed Committee Member C. Rundell as the VAC Secretary 
for the 2020 physical year, and Committee Member H. Johnson as the VAC Chaplain for the 
2020 physical year.  

 
16.  Future Agenda Items: 

Senior Vice Chair L. Johnson asked about the Mayor’s invitation to the Four Chaplains 
Ceremony, Committee Member forwarded the invitation along with the Proclamation the 
Mayor Romero’s office, and are awaiting a response; in addition L. Johnson also asked if the 
Committee wished to invite Mayor Romero to the February VAC meeting. It was agreed 
upon to reach out and invite her to the meeting.  
 

 

17.  Salute to Colors 
 

18.  Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 6:57 pm 
 


