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CITY/COUNTY WATER AND WASTEWATER STUDY 
OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE  

(Also known as the Regional Water Study Oversight Committee) 

May 12, 2008 
Meeting Summary 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  

Chairman Jim Barry called the May 12, 2008 meeting of the City/County Water and 
Wastewater Study Oversight Committee (Oversight Committee) to order at 6:00 p.m., at the 
Randolph Golf Course Club House, Copper Room, 600 South Alvernon Way, Tucson, 
Arizona. 
 
Members Present: Representing: 
Jim Barry, Chairman Citizens Water Advisory Committee (CWAC) 
John Carlson Wastewater Management Advisory Committee (WMAC) 
Marcelino Flores WMAC 
Rob Kulakofsky WMAC 
Bruce Gungle County Planning and Zoning (P&Z) Commission 
Tina Lee CWAC 
Bonnie Poulos County P&Z Commission 
Sean Sullivan City Planning Commission 
Carol Zimmerman CWAC 
Bob Cook County P&Z Commission (Alternate)  
 
Members Absent: Representing: 
Mark Stratton WMAC 
Daniel Sullivan CWAC 
James Watson City Planning Commission 
 

 City/County Staff Present: 
Nicole Ewing Gavin, City Manager’s Office 

 Sandy Elder, Tucson Water 
Chris Avery, Tucson Water 
Dennis Rule, Tucson Water 
Albert Elias, City Planning Department 
Chris Kaselemis, City Planning Department 
Andrew Greenhill, Mayor’s Office 
Holly Lachowicz, Ward 3 City Council Office 
C.T. Revere, Ward 6 City Council Office 
Leslie Liberti, Director, City Office of Conservation & Sustainable Development 
Melaney Seacat, Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department 
Nicole Fyffe, Pima County Administrator’s Office 
Ed Curley, Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department 
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Eric Wieduwilt, Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department 
Matt Matthewson, Regional Wastewater Reclamation Department 
Colby Bowser, Office of Supervisor Ann Day 

 
2. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES:  April 18, 2008 and April 23, 2008 
 
 The April 18 meeting minutes had no changes. Motion to approve the April 18, 2008 

minutes, duly seconded, passed by voice vote 9 to 0.  Sean Sullivan made corrections to 
the minutes for the April 23 meeting. The revised April 23 minutes will be presented for 
approval at the next meeting. 

 
3. CALL TO THE AUDIENCE 
 
 Following is a brief summary of the key points addressed by the speakers. For a verbatim 

audio recording of the public comment please visit www.tucsonpimawaterstudy.com. 
 
 Tracy Williams, representing Sustainable Tucson, asked the Committee to hold the 

meetings when the public can attend as the public is very interested in this study. She 
expressed her thanks to the Committee for holding this meeting in an accessible place. 
Also, her review of the water website brought some concern about some water figures. 

 
 Collette Altaffer, Tucson citizen, prefers the meetings held during the evenings which is 

best for people who work. She does not want the technical elements farmed out to 
subcommittees, which would undermine the process. 

 
 Bill Dupont, Tucson citizen, asked to correct the April 23 minutes to reflect the fact that he 

would not like subcommittees to be formed. 
 

Michael Guymon, from the Metropolitan Pima Alliance (MPA) spoke concerning the 
meaningful participation of the public in the process.   He provided a letter to the Committee 
which is attached to these minutes.  
 

4. FUTURE MEETING SCHEDULE      
 

 Jim Barry, Chairman, began the discussion of future meeting schedules to get to the 
December 2008 deadline for completion of phase 1.  He suggested that the meetings in 
June through September be held as working meetings without subcommittees and be open 
to the public.  The necessity of having a draft report by November 10 in order to finalize it 
by December 8 was discussed.  Melaney Seacat, Pima County Coordinator for the study 
provided results of the survey of Committee members regarding choices for meetings. 
Those choices being: a) mornings only, b) evenings only, and c) a combination of mornings 
and evenings.  

 
 Carol Zimmerman stated she felt evenings may be discriminatory to women with children.  
 
 Rob Kulakofsky disagreed with Carol Zimmerman stating that it is difficult for most working 

people to get time off from work for these meetings. What is most important is when it is 
convenient for the public to attend. 

 
 Bob Cook stated that the alternating morning/evening schedule worked best as a 

compromise between the Committee members and the public. 
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 Sean Sullivan stated that Tuesday meetings would conflict with existing Board of 
Supervisor and City Council meetings.    

 
 Bonnie Poulos preferred the alternating schedule as well, in particular early evening. She 

asked members of the audience to raise their hands if they could attend early evenings. 
Approximately 20 people raised their hands. 

 
 Jim Barry recommended the Committee go with the alternating approach and asked if a 

standard day could be decided among Committee members. 
 
 Melaney Seacat explained that many of these meetings may need to be three hour 

workshops during this phase of the study. 
 
 John Carlson agreed that the alternating schedule provided the most flexibility for the 

Committee and the public and the schedule can be revisited and if needed changed down 
the road. 

 
 Bonnie Poulos made a motion that meetings be held on Wednesdays alternating mornings 

and evenings every other week.  This schedule could potentially start with an evening 
meeting on June 4th but it was suggested that staff check the schedules of other committee 
meetings to determine the best date and time to start this schedule to avoid conflicts.  It 
was mentioned that the schedule could be revisited in August or September to determine if 
changes are needed. Motion was seconded by Bruce Gungle and carried 8 to 1, with Rob 
Kulakofsky opposed. 

 
5. DISCUSSION OF COMMITTEE MISSION, STRUCTURE, AND PROCEDURES 

 
           Marcelino Flores opened this discussion asking if there were procedures to follow for these 

meetings. 
 
 Jim Barry asked that Nicole Ewing Gavin, City project coordinator address this question. 

Nicole distributed a draft Guidelines and Procedures document to the committee along with 
examples of procedures from 3 other committees.    

 
 Rob Kulakofsky suggested that appointing a vice-chair as a backup to the chair might be 

appropriate and would like to add this item to the next meeting agenda.  
 

 John Carlson emphasized that the procedures need to include the importance of the 
committee being open to the public.    

 
 Bruce Gungle suggested that the committee be governed by Roberts Rules of Order as is 

standard for most committees and that this be included in the Guidelines and Procedures. 
 
 Marcelino Flores asked how the Committee intends to bring new business forward as well 

as respond to the public including written comments and call to the audience.    
 
 John Carlson stated that the venue for public input should be the committee meetings.  
 
 Jim Barry asked staff to return with an updated Guidelines and Procedures document at the 

first meeting in June. 
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 Ed Taczanowsky, President, Southern Arizona Home Builders Association (SAHBA) and 
member of the Tucson Regional Water Coalition, addressed the Committee about public 
involvement in the study.  He submitted a letter to the Committee which is attached to these 
minutes.   

 
6.      PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION OF DRAFT PUBLIC PARTICIPATION REPORT 
        
 Jim Barry asked the Committee for comments on the draft Progress Report to be submitted to 

the Mayor and Council and Board of Supervisors by May 23.   
 
 Carol Zimmerman emphasized the importance of distinguishing between phases 1 and 2 of 

the study in terms of phase 1 focusing on data collection and phase 2 focusing on policies 
and values.  The latter will require more public participation and will be a whole different 
process than phase 1.  She suggested the committee revisit what phase 2 might look like in 
October. 

  
 Bonnie Poulos stated that the public will be involved in phase 1 hearing the presentations on 

the data and being able to ask questions and comment throughout the process.  She 
mentioned the importance of responding to public comments and questions throughout the 
process.   Phase 1 will lay the groundwork for phase 2 and the values discussion will follow 
from data. 

 
 Rob Kulakofsky asked that stakeholder input be submitted in writing when possible and that 

3rd party review be part of the process.  He suggested discussing phase 2 public involvement 
later in phase 1 when we know more. 

 
 Sean Sullivan stated that it will still be important to look at population and resources scenarios 

from a data perspective in phase 1, while values and interpretations will come in phase 2.   
 

Val Little representing Water CASA spoke about the issue of homeland security affecting 
water providers’ ability to reveal infrastructure locations.  She also mentioned that water 
providers who are members of Water Casa wish to participate in their own study and are 
looking for a template so they can conduct their own inventory and assessment consistent 
with the City and County.II. 

 
 Jim Barry asked staff to incorporate the comments and bring the report back to the next 

meeting for committee review and approval. 
  
 Bonnie Poulos suggested that the last 3 meetings be in an expert panel debate format. 
 
 Sean Sullivan suggested town hall meetings be incorporated into the fall schedule. 
 
 Bruce Gungle suggested that time be set aside in the fall to consider public input on the 

report. 
 
7. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

During Item 5, Rob Kulakofsky asked that the appointment of a vice-chair as a backup to the 
chair be discussed at the next meeting.  
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8. CALL TO THE AUDIENCE 
 

 Following is a brief summary of the key points addressed by the speakers. For a verbatim 
audio recording of the public comment please visit www.tucsonpimawaterstudy.com. 

 
 Madeline Kiser, of Sustainable Tucson spoke about the importance of looking at holistic 

solutions, not just high tech solutions, and questioning the paradigm we are operating from. 
 
 Bob Cook, alternate member of the Oversight Committee, addressed the following issues:   

•  Economic development must be on the table in Phase 1, per Mike Hein’s comments on 
cost of growth and the fact that growth could be subsidized by the City of Tucson for 
economic development purposes.   

•  In reviewing other public processes’ best practices, it is important to look at water 
processes, including those in other places, which have more relevance than processes 
dealing with other topics. 

• Phase 1, part C should be moved to Phase 2 because it is inherently a values discussion. 
 
 Margot Garcia discussed the importance of laying out assumptions behind the facts that are 

presented and pointed out that when you look at the underlying assumptions between 
seemingly divergent views, you often find agreement. 

 
 Tres English discussed the importance of distinguishing between water uses vs. water needs. 
 
 Tony Novelli spoke about focusing on points of agreement as the process moves forward. 
 
 Tracy Williams, of Sustainable Tucson spoke about the Arizona Water Bank being a crucial 

part of this puzzle. 
 
 Jim Kiser, with Southern Arizona Leadership Council, described the Tucson Regional Water 

Coalition and agreed to provide information on the group to the Committee.   
 
 Mark Marikos, with the University of Arizona, made a suggestion regarding improving the 

sound system at future meetings.  
 
9.   ADJOURNMENT           
 Meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 
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1 Baker Beryl
3 Bowser Colby BOS
4 Brooks Chris
5 Cachora Phyllis Tohono O'odham Nation
6 Caporaso Mike Westland
7 Carey Bryce BBVNA Neighborhood Assoc.

10 Cordy Gail
11 Current Sandy PCRWRD
12 Detwiler Andrew KE&G Construction
13 Dickerson Dennis
14 DuPont Bill & Denise
15 Elder Sandy Tucson Water
16 Elias Albert COT Urban Planning & Design
17 English Tres
18 Ester Charles SRP
19 Freitas Chuck
20 Garcia Margot
21 Greenhill Andrew Mayor's Office
22 Guymon Michael Metro Pima Alliance
23 Heller Carol
24 Kaselemis Chris City Planning
25 Kiser Madeline
26 Kiser Jim SALC
28 Lachowicz Holly
30 Liberti Leslie City - Conservation & Sustainable Dev.
31 Liston Olivia Tohono O'odham Nation
32 Little Val
33 Lopez Mary J. TON Legislative
34 Mackey Paul
35 Marikos Mark University of Arizona -- Facilities Management
36 Matthewson Matt PCRWRD
37 Niemann Wendell & Rosema CUNA
38 Novelli Tony
39 Pierce Les Arroyo Chico Neighborhood Association 
41 Revese C.T. Ward 6
42 Roe Alice
43 Romero Wavalene
44 Rule Dennis Tucson Water
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45 Scadron Arlene
47 Taylor Mark Westland Resources 
48 Taczgnowsky Edward SAHBA
49 Urbon-Bonie Angela Sewell Neighborhood Assoc.
50 Vasquez Vince DVI
51 Von Rago Lilian PCRWRD
52 Ward Kathy Town of Sahuarita
53 Williams Tracy
54 Zucker Claire PAG












