


[bookmark: _GoBack]From: 		Environmental Services Advisory Committee
To:		Plan Tucson 
Date: 		February 21, 2013
Subject:	Draft Plan Tucson

As the Committee appointed by the Mayor and Council to advise the Environmental Service Department (ES) of the City of Tucson, we read with interest the section on Environmental Quality found in the Draft Plan Tucson. We respectfully request that the text found on pages 3.69 and 3.70 be changed to the text that is found below. We find that the text as currently written does not do justice to the extensive and important services rendered by ES nor does it explain the complicated institutional environment in which they exist. ES strives to provide services for waste management and waste reduction that not only meet the letter and spirit of federal and state law, but goes beyond that in working toward our community’s goal of a sustainable Tucson. We think that the public has a right to know that.


Environmental Quality as used here focuses on solid and hazardous waste, potentially contaminated sites (brownfields), air quality, noise, and light pollution. Water quality issues are covered in the Water Resources section.

The Environmental Services Department manages the Los Reales Landfill, runs program for recycling and waste reductions, provides oversight of groundwater cleanup at old landfills and SPILLS, and ensures the City Departments’ compliance with air quality and industrial waste discharge requirements. Environmental Services also provides a set of management processes and procedures that provide support for staff to analyze, control, and reduce the environmental impact of its activities, services, and program. Planning and Development Services ensure that outdoor lighting design complies with the dark skies ordinance and that land use and development plans consider high noise areas around the airport. The Housing and Community Development Department enforces noise violations through its Code Enforcement Unit.

Solid and Hazardous Waste

An efficient and effective waste collection system is a critical part of the City’s infrastructure. Waste collection and disposal contributes to the general public health by establish a clean, attractive community. Environmental Services provides all residential trash and recycling collection within the city limits. Commercial establishments, multi-family dwellings, and industry can choose the city services or a commercial waste collection service. Environmental Services collects trash and recycling from about 137,000 customers on a once a week basis. The trash is taken to the city-owned regional Los Reales Landfill, a landfill with lined waste disposal cells that disposes of more than 1500 tons of trash daily. Methane gas generated by garbage decomposition within the landfill is collected and sold to Tucson Electric Power Company. Commercial, multi-family and industrial customers are not required to participate in the recycling program. However, there are 13 neighborhood recycling centers where individuals or small businesses may take their recyclables. The recyclables are collected and taken to a Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) owned and operated by ReCommunity. Environmental Services pays $30 a ton (as of 2013) to have the materials that have been collected, sorted and prepared for sale and then splits 50/50 with ReCommunity the proceeds of the sales. The City has received as much as a million dollars a year for its share of the recyclables, but that depends on the price paid for the plastics, aluminum, cardboard, paper, glass, etc. in the market. Plastic bags are not collected in the blue barrel program, but returned by the consumer to grocery and retail stores where they are accumulated and sold to industries that use them as raw material. Green waste, or yard and garden clippings are not collected separately to be composted or chipped for reuse, with the exception of a yearly collection of Christmas trees. A twice-yearly service, brush and bulky, is a popular way to dispose of green waste and large unwanted objects.

Household hazardous waste such as florescent lights, pesticides, and motor oil, are collected separately at household hazardous waste sites and offered for reuse or disposed of appropriately. 

Many communities are moving towards a policy called “zero waste,” which focuses on “upstream solutions to stop waste before it is created. Zero waste maximizes recycling and reuse, minimizes waste, reduces consumption, and endeavors to see that products are made to be reused, repaired, or recycled back into nature or the marketplace. Zero waste changes the focus from “waste management” to “resource recovery,” with the goal that any waste that is created can and should be recovered as a potential material to be recycled or reused. This approach requires a fundamental shift in how products are manufactured and the criteria consumers use in making purchases.

Contaminated Sites
	Brownfields are abandoned, idled, or underused properties for which redevelopment is complicated by real or perceived contamination. The properties may be contaminated by hazardous waste, but can be reused once they meet standards for safe use. The Brownfields Program, managed by the Environmental Services Department seeks to reclaim brownfields so they can be redeveloped for productive public or private use. Remediating and reusing brownfield sites promotes economic growth, and improves and protects the environment and public health. As of 2011, the City of Tucson had received $2.5 million in Environmental Protection Agency grants for work on a number of sites, primarily in the downtown area. 

Air Quality

	The Pima Association of Governments (PAG), which is funded by contributions from all jurisdictions in Pima County, is the designated air quality planning agency for eastern Pima County. PAG’s Air Quality Planning Program develops regional air quality plans, analyzes air quality conformity of transportation plans and ensures that air quality programs comply with federal, state, and local requirements. Currently, the Tucson region meets federal air quality standards for particulates, ground level ozone, carbon monoxide, sulfur dioxide, and nitrogen oxides. In order to do so it has made significant improvements in air quality over the past 30 years. Carbon monoxide levels have declined consistently since 1980 (Exhibit EQ-2). The level of particulate matter in the air can be a health concern when there are high winds and large earth moving activities. Ozone levels are occasionally elevated in the hot summer months. The City of Tucson can help the region meet air quality standards through the design and operation of its transportation system, support for alternative modes of transportation, and internal procurement and human resource policies. Environmental Services is responsible for the air quality permits issued to installations owned by the city, especially for Los Reales landfill.


This memorandum has been adopted by a vote of the Committee.





1


   

1 

From:      Environmental Services Advisory Committee   To:     Plan Tucson    Date:      February 21, 2013   Subject:   Draft Plan Tucson     As the Committee appointed by the Mayor and Council to advise the Environmental Service  Department (ES) of the City of Tucson, we  read with interest the section on Environmental  Quality found in the Draft Plan Tucson. We respectfully request that the text found on pages 3.69  and 3.70 be changed to the text that is found below. We find that the text as currently written  does not do ju stice to the extensive and important services rendered by ES nor does it explain the  complicated institutional environment in which they exist. ES strives to provide services for  waste management and waste reduction that not only meet the letter and spirit   of federal and  state law, but goes beyond that in working toward our community’s goal of a sustainable Tucson.  We think that the public has a right to know that.       Environmental Quality as used here focuses on solid and hazardous waste, potentially  contaminated sites (brownfields), air quality, noise, and light pollution. Water quality  issues are covered in the Water Resources section.     The Environmental Services Department manages the Los Reales Landfill, runs  program for recycling and waste reducti ons, provides oversight of groundwater  cleanup at old landfills and SPILLS, and ensures the City Departments’ compliance  with  air quality and   industrial waste discharge requirements .  Environmental Services  also provides a set of management processes and pr ocedures that provide support for  staff to analyze, control, and reduce the environmental impact of its activities, services,  and program .  Planning  and Development Services ensure   that outdoor lighting design   complies with the dark skies ordinance and that   land use and development plans  consider high noise areas around the airport. The Housing and Community  Development Department enforces noise violations through its Code Enforcement Unit.     Solid and Hazardous Waste     An efficient and effective waste collect ion system is a critical part of the City’s  infrastructure. Waste collection and disposal contributes to the general public health by  establish a clean, attractive community.  Environmental Services provides all residential  trash and recycling collection wi thin the city limits. Commercial establishments, multi - family dwellings, and industry can choose the city services or a commercial waste  collection service. Environmental Services collects tr ash and recycling from about  137 ,000 customers on a once a week b asis. The trash is taken to the city - owned regional  Los Reales Landfill, a landfill with lined waste dispo sal cells that disposes of more than   1500 tons of trash daily. Methane gas generated by garbage decomposition within the  landfill is collected and sol d to   Tucson Electric Power Company .   Commercial, multi - family and industrial customers are not required to participate in the recyclin g 

