
                                                                                                                                       
CITY OF TUCSON FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Fire Prevention Section 

Date:_________                   Tent / Temp. Membrane Structure Permit Application    Activity # ____________ 
    

Applicant: ___________________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________ City ___________ State: ______ Zip: __________ 

Location of set up (Address): __________________________________________________________________________ 

Event Contact:  _______________________________________________ Phone: _______________________________ 

ROC# _______________________________                                               FRMS# _____________________ (TFD to complete) 

PERMITS ARE REQUIRED FOR TENTS WITH A SQUARE FOOTAGE OF 400 OR MORE AND TENTS OPEN ON ALL SIDES 

WITH A SQUARE FOOTAGE OF 900 OR MORE. 

The following requirements shall be met before the permit will be issued.  All parties, both tent owner and user, must understand these 

requirements before the tent or temporary membrane structure is occupied. This permit is not valid until the Fire Inspector has 

approved the final inspection and signed this form. THREE SETS OF PLANS SHALL BE SUBMITTED FOR REVIEW. 

1.   Structural calculations must be submitted and approved if the tent or temporary membrane structure is over 10,000 square feet. 

2.   A site plan including the following information shall be submitted: all property lines, buildings, accessory buildings and other tents  

      or membrane structures. Plans shall be drawn to scale.  

3.   A detailed floor plan (to scale), including contents, shall be included when the calculated occupant load is 50 or more. 

4.   If requested by TFD, a copy of all manufactures’ specifications shall be available on-site.  

5.   The areas shall be free of all dry vegetation and loose combustible materials to within 30 feet of the structure. (This includes all      

      combustible trash material and combustible storage) 

6.   Adequate aisle spacing and access to properly marked exits shall be provided.  All aisles shall be arranged in a straight line to exits  

      and means of egress.  

7.   Tents, membrane materials and all decorations shall be flame-resistant. (A certificate or label of flame-resistance is required.) 

8.   “NO SMOKING” signs shall be posted in conspicuous locations in all tents or membrane structures.  

9.   All doorways are to remain unobstructed. A flame-resistant curtain shall be used if doorways are covered.  The curtain shall be         

      adequately marked indicating an exit opening or of a color in contrast with that of the tent or canopy. These curtains shall be free-  

      sliding on a metal support a minimum of 80 inches above the floor.        

10. Portable fire extinguishers with a minimum rating are required, see approval stamp for number of fire extinguishers. 

 

Call the Fire Prevention Section office, (520) 791-4502, for final inspection at least 24 hours before any event is conducted. 

OVERTIME FEES WILL APPLY IF THE FINAL INSPECTION DOES NOT OCCUR BETWEEN 7:00AM TO 4:00PM M-F. 

 

Set up date: _____________________________________ Take Down Date: __________________________________ 

Signature of applicant: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Application Reviewed by: ________________________________________    Date_________________________ 

 

Approved:  ______ Denied: ________ By: ___________________________    Date: _______________________ 

Comments:  ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

*See the back of this permit for exit signs, egress lighting, and anchorage requirements 



 
EXIT SIGNS 

 

 Exit signs shall have the word “EXIT” in block letters no smaller than 6” with a ¾” stroke.  Color and design of lettering, arrows 

and other symbols shall be in high contrast with their background. 

 Exit signs shall be installed at all required exit openings on tents or canopies when the occupant load is 50 or more. 

 Exit signs shall be internally or externally illuminated at all times. 

 Where exit signs are internally or externally illuminated.  

 

EGRESS LIGHTING 

 

 The means of egress shall be lit at all times that the tent is occupied. This illumination shall have an intensity of not less than 1 foot-

candle at floor level.  During daylight hours natural light may provide the required light intensity.  At night an additional source of 

light may be required. When an additional source of lighting is required emergency lighting shall be provided in case of power 

failure.  

 

EMERGENCY LIGHTING   

 

 Emergency lighting is required in tents when the occupant load is 50 or greater. 

 

ANCHORAGE 

 All tents and membrane structures shall be adequately braced and anchored to prevent collapse or movement.   

 Structures shall have staked anchor plates, tethered stakes, or water filled barrels at each structure post.  

 Tents 400 square feet or larger shall be secured with two stakes or two water filled 55-gallon barrels at each outside corner 

of the structure.   

 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION (ie. Cooking) is available at:  http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/fire/fire-code 

  

  

 

http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/fire/fire-code

