
Mapping the Activities of the 
Sonoran Desert Weedwackers



SDWWs remove invasive 
grasses exclusively in Tucson 
Mountain Park, supported by 
Pima County Department of 
Natural Resources, Parks and 
Recreation.

Mapping started in 2007. 
Older data added 
retroactively.

Work on Bushmaster Peak 
started in Sept 2008, 
continuing until June 2010.



Weedwacker work on Bushmaster Peak from September 2008-June 2010

Mapping is done in Google Maps.
This is definitely citizen scientist work. I wanted to be able to 

show visually what the weedwackers had accomplished.

Color Code

Yellow-BG removed

Aqua- revisit in 2010.

Purple- path or road



Each placemark has date,location, 
number of WWers, and GPS data. Now 
over 700 placepoints.

Yellow-BG removed

Aqua- revisit in 2010.

Purple- path or road



*years
*neighborhoods 
*Boy Scout activities 
*specific locations (like 36th St. Trailhead in TMP)
*different weedwacking groups like Oro Valley Buffel Busters

Folders in Google Maps (Create New Map) sorted by



There is public access for Weedwackers Maps.

Search Google Maps:

Weedwackers

Use Advanced Search

Options:

User-created maps



Sonoran Desert Weedwackers Website
Google “Sonoran Desert Weedwackers”

Most weedwacker events have a photographic record.



Each album contains a short text summary and a photo album showing the map 
and the activity of that weedwacking event. This link is sent to the participants 
of that event. It is also a record of the work in Tucson Mountain Park on that 
date.

Album Contents

Map of work on that date.

Cumulative work in that 
location from years past.

Many before and after pictures.

Pictures of unique plants or 
animals seen.

Sonoran Desert Weedwackers Website



Mapping the work of the 
Weedwackers

GPS unit (Garmin 60)
Sign-in sheet
Clinometer
Spreadsheet of data.



2001-2003

Adding 
2003-2007

Yellow- BG removed

Red- BG present

Aqua- Rechecked or 
recleared

Purple- Road or path



Adding 
2008

Adding 
2009

Yellow- BG removed

Red- BG present

Aqua- Rechecked or 
recleared

Purple- Road or path

Blue-Sprayed



Total Weedwacker Activity-2001-2010

Yellow- BG removed

Red- BG present

Aqua- Rechecked or 
recleared

Purple- Road or path

Blue-Sprayed

5300 Volunteers

200,000 Hours

300 Tons removed

$408,000 Value at $20.85/hr



Southern Arizona Buffelgrass Coordination 
Center

www.buffelgrass.org

Links to the Sonoran Desert Weedwacker website include

Calendar
Photo Albums
Success Stories



Sign up for weedwacking
in the Tucson area 

by sending Marilyn 
Hanson an email at 

mfhanson@comcast.net

Any questions?

Beat Back Buffelgrass Day 2011Beat Back Buffelgrass Day 2011

February 5, 2011February 5, 2011

19 sites19 sites

Over 400 volunteersOver 400 volunteers

mailto:mfhanson@comcast.net
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