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Old Fort Lowell Neighborhood Association, Inc.

Newsletter

OFLNA Board Members

Bill Anderson, President
Frank Flasch, Vice-President
John Flynn, Treasurer
Liz Walter, Secretary
Donna Chernick

Ralph Colwell

Kate Flasch

Janet Marcus

Lynn Ratener

Jerry Rothbaum

Barry Spicer

Mailing Address

OFLNA

5230 E. Fort Lowell Road
Tucson, AZ 85712

(520) 318-0219

http://www.oflna.org

Acronyms used in this newsletter:

OFLNA:
Old Fort Lowell Neighborhood
Association

OFLLAH:
Old Fort Lowell Live-at-Home Program

FLHDB:
Fort Lowell Historic District Board

The City of Tucson, its officers and employees,
its Housing and Community Development
Department and all other offices neither
agrees nor disagrees with the views expressed
or implied in this communication or any
referenced websites and are not therefore
responsible. The distribution requester is
solely responsible.
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EL FUERTE
and

Fort Lowell Day Celebration
History of a Neighborhood andits Fort

Saturday, February 13,2010

“Fort Lowell—tbe park, the ruined Army post, the ghosts of the Hobokam, and the
bistoric surrounding neighborbood—tell more of the story of Tucson than anyplace
else in the city. This is where Tucson’s soul resides.” Lawrence Cheek penned these
words in an article in Arizona Highways, December 1992.

On February 13,2010 we'll celebrate our 29th free self-guided walking tours in the Old
Fort Lowell Neighborhood.The day begins with a Mariachi Mass in San Pedro Chapel,
5230 East Fort Lowell Road, at 10:00am, followed by a social gathering outside.The Mass
honors Los Fuertefios—the builders of the Chapel and the original residents of the Village
of El Fuerte.A special invitation is extended to all the descendants of Los Fuertefios and
everyone dwelling in the Old Fort Lowell Neighborhood. Father Christopher Corbally
officiates at the Mass and the Trio Gala provides the music. (Because of the size of the
Chapel, this Mass is not open to the general public.)

The self-guided Historic Sites Tours, open to the public, take place from noon to 4:00pm.
Information Booths with maps, lists of special events and their times, are located at Fort
Lowell Park, San Pedro Chapel, and along Fort Lowell Road, which will be closed be-
tween Craycroft and Beverly from noon to 4:00pm. Volunteers will be at the sites to
explain their history and significance. There will also be a shuttle van running at intervals
between Fort Lowell Park and San Pedro Chapel.

Witness cavalry drills in Fort Lowell Park’s Parade Grounds by BTroop, 4th U.S. Calvary
Regiment (Memorial) from Fort Huachuca and enjoy music by the 4th Cavalry Regi-
mental Band (Tucson).Visit the Fort Lowell Park Museum.At 4pm we’ll need your help
taking down the huge Garrison flag near the Museum.

There’ll be fun activities in the park for children. David Yubeta, Restoration Specialist
with the National Park Service, will help anyone who likes getting their hands muddied
to make small adobe bricks, which they subsequently can take home. Nearby will be Caren
Groesbeck, who'll supervise a “Dig Through Time”, a Junior Exploration Archeologist
activity, with opportunities to dig for Hohokam, Rancheros, and Fort Lowell era artifacts
with archeologists’ tools. Participants will record what they find.

Abundant food will be available for purchase at three booths: Mexican at El Callejon,
the lane into the small, unexpected barrio, which contains the last vestige of the village
of El Fuerte; fry bread plus Mexican along Fort Lowell Road, and a new addition—chili
dogs, hotdogs, and soft drinks at San Pedro Chapel. Way Out West, a cowboy trio, will
play their wonderful cowboy songs in El Callejon and along Fort Lowell Road.



Volunteers Needed
for
La Reunion and
Fort Lowell Day Celebration

La Reunion de El Fuerte depends

on volunteers assuming a variety

of positions. If you aren’t already
signed up to participate in the event,
we'd love to have you join us. We
are seeking volunteers to take on
the following roles:

1. Site Host —Site hosts spend two
and one half hours in the afternoon
of February 13th stationed along the
tour route interpreting their site to
visitors. Hosts are given abundant
educational materials to become
knowledgeable about the sites,

and newcomers are paired with
experienced site hosts.

2. Set-up and Break-down Crew —
We need a host of strong arms and
willing feet to help set up and take
down event materials in the early
morning and late afternoon of
Saturday, February 13.

3. Donation of Finger Foods —
Refreshments are served after the
Mariachi Mass on the morning of
Saturday, February 13. Donations
of finger foods, veggie or fruit trays,
cheese and crackers, cookies, etc.,
would be greatly appreciated.

If you're interested in any of these
volunteer opportunities, please call
Kate Flasch at 327-9392 or email
her at Junitas19@aol.com
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We'll have two Bookstores, one at the Chapel, the other close to El Callejon, with pub-
lications and CD’s on the history of the neighborhood and the Fort, unique t-shirts,
pewter pins and key chains of San Pedro Chapel made especially for us, note cards,
and other items.

In a tent on the south side of Fort Lowell Road near Craycroft Road, close to the entrance
of the former Adkins Steel Manufacturing Co. property, there’ll be exhibits about the
site, which contains the best remaining 1870s Officers’ Quarters plus other significant
ruins, and also the future Master Plan for Fort Lowell Park that was approved this
fall by the City of Tucson and the Pima County Board of Supervisors.The site has not
yet been environmentally cleaned, so it’s still closed. Hopefully in 2011 we'll celebrate
a grand re-opening.

Check the OFLNA website, www.oflna.org, for up-to-date times of all the activities.

History Lecture
Local historian, Ken Scoville, will provide you with superb background for the Feb-
ruary 13th celebration with his free lecture—Fort Lowell: Microcosm of Southern
Arizona—on Sunday, January 31, 3:00pm, at San Pedro Chapel.

Flower Making Workshop

Saturday, January 23,10:00am - noon, we’ll make Mexican Paper Flowers out of colorful
tissue paper at Peggy Sackheim’s home, 5425 E.Fort Lowell Road. No prior experience
is necessary.It’s easy and fun! The flowers will be used to decorate San Pedro Chapel
on Saturday, February 13th for the Fort Lowell Day Celebration and Mariachi Mass.
Be sure to let Peggy know if you’re coming, so she’ll have enough materials for everyone,
at 327-4285 or sackheim94@dakotacom.net.

Antiques & Collectibles Sale Report
The sale was a great success this year due to the leadership of Peggy Sackheim and
her team of Ann Hastings, Sondra Newman, Judy Clinco, Maureen Pollack, Robin Perin,
Julie Hecker, Demion Clinco, Bill Anderson, and John Flynn. And, of course, thanks
is due to all who donated or consigned items and everyone who volunteered to work
on the sale.

The sales totaled $35,000. After expenses were paid and payments made to con-
signors, we had a profit of $12,000.The proceeds from this sale will help fund the
29th annual La Reunion de El Fuerte and the Fort Lowell Day Historic Sites Walking
Tours, as well as the activities of the Old Fort Lowell Live-At-Home Program.

26th Annual El Fuerte Flea Market

Clean out your closets, carport, garage, etc., before the end of February, and recycle
your discards by bringing your donations to the San Pedro Chapel on: Saturday, Feb. 27,
10am-noon or 2-4pm,; Sunday, Feb. 28, 10am-noon; Monday, March 1, 10am-noon, or
5-7pm;Tuesday, March 2, 10am-noon. If that’s impossible, call or email Peggy or Kay;
phone numbers and emails are at the end of this article. They’ll take donations NOW,
if you have no place to store them.

The sale, which benefits both the Old Fort Lowell Neighborhood Association and
the Old Fort Lowell Live-At-Home Program, will be open for OFLNA members only
onThursday, March 4, from 6-7pm.It'll be open to the public on Friday, March 5,from
11am-2pm; Saturday, March 6, from 10am-3pm; and Sunday, March 7, from
11am-1pm.

Contact Peggy or Kay to help with phone calling; volunteer a couple of hours at the
sale, and/or help before the sale during the receiving hours and/or during these ad-
ditional hours for sorting and/or pricing: Monday, March 1, 2 - 4pm;Tuesday, March 2,
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2-4pm and 6-8pm;Wednesday, March 3,9-3pm (come any time during these hours);
Thursday, March 4, 9am-until everything is set for the OFLNA members only sale.

On March 4, we’'d be delighted if you'd bring some finger food donations for the reception
table. And, when everything’s over, we need some workers to help with packing up
unsold items on Sunday, March 7 and Monday, March 8, 10 - noon.

Planning meeting for the sale is Saturday, February 20th at 10am at Peggy’s, 5425 E.
Fort Lowell Rd. Please call her if you're coming.The sale is a lot of work, but it’s fun,
and it’s with friends!

Co-chairs: Peggy Sackheim, 327-4285, sackheim94@dakotacom.net
Kay Anderson, 795-8662, bill@andersoncrew.org

News from the Old Fort Lowell Neighborhood Council

Earlier this year the Council hired a local couple experienced in website design to
create a wedding/event website in order to make it easier for couples looking for
a historic chapel for a wedding and others looking for an unusual meeting or
special celebration venue to find us. Check it out at www.sanpedrochapel.com.We
are trying other marketing techniques, such as revising our wedding/event brochure
and attending a bridal event in January at the Tucson Convention Center. If you have
any creative ideas for marketing our Chapel, contact Janet Marcus at 327-1339 or
jmarcus21@cox.net.

We've revised our organizational chart and have some committees where we could
use community members, such as membership, trail maintenance, publications, finance.
Let Bill Anderson know if you're interested in serving on one of these committees
at 795-8662.

At the Council meeting in November a nominating committee was designated so we
can begin our search for new Council members to recommend to the membership
at the annual meeting in May. If you are interested in serving a 2 year term, which
can be renewed for an additional 2 years, please contact one of these members: John
Flynn at 444-0749 or johnflynn911@comcast.net, Ralph Colwell at 325-6488 or
rjc70237@aol.com, or Janet Marcus at 327-1339 or jmarcus21@cox.net.

Want to know what your OFLNA Council is doing? We meet the second Monday of
the month at 7pm at the Adobe House, adjacent to the San Pedro Chapel. Also, the
minutes of these monthly meetings are posted after they are approved on the Old
Fort Lowell Neighborhood website, www.oflna.org.

A Very Brief Report of Six years of Meetings with TMC

When the OFLNA Land Planning Committee (Linda Anderson-McKee, Elaine Hill, and
Janet Marcus), Peggy Sackheim representing the Fort Lowell Historic District, and
Dennis Olson (then President of the OFLNA Council who was later followed by Bill
Anderson) first began attending the marathon of public hearings about the future
reconstruction of Tucson Medical Center in 2004, the meetings were difficult. But,
one TMC administrator, Jack Jewett, did listen.And over time with the assistance of
local historian Ken Scoville and Dr. James Klein, former President of the Pima
County Medical Society, and other neighbors and community members, we
prompted TMC to realize that they needed to develop a master plan.The resulting
plan included development of the regional trails through their property, the reten-
tion of their lovely landscaped patios, the preservation of noteworthy historic
buildings, and the retention of the architectural and historical character of this very
important community hospital, which definitely required modernization to meet
present health care needs. Former Tucson City Council Member Carol West also
helped in this process. We wish TMC well as it breaks ground on the first phase of
renovations and improvements.

There’s a community g'i;'
garden in our R
Neighborhood! : t:

The Community Gardens .
of Tucson (CGT) has gf}
established a new commu- “h-?;{
nity garden at St. Gregory
School, 3231 N. Craycroft Rd.
Land on the west side of the ~*
school’s property has been set
aside for use as a neighborhood garden
space. CGT, a volunteer not-for-profit
organization with 8 other gardens
around Tucson, has been helping gar-
deners for nearly 20 years.This new site
is a quiet, serene spot where neighbors
can grow flowers or vegetables in their
own 3’x 20’ plots.A drip irrigation system
is installed to supply water to plants.A
monthly meeting gives each gardener a
chance to learn more about desert
gardening by working directly with a local
gardening expert.A bimonthly newsletter
provides gardening tips.The cost is $15
per month plus a fully refundable $25
initial deposit. Only a few plots are left.
Contact Gene Zonge at 795-8823 or
zonge@aol.com.

Earn $ for OFLNA when you
shop at Basha’s

Kate Flasch registered the Old Fort Lowell
Neighborhood Association for a benefit
that Basha’s offers non-profit organiza-
tions; it runs through April 2010 and
hopefully will be renewed. When you
check out your groceries, you give the
cashier our number: 29477. OFLNA will
receive 1% of your bill. Questions? Call
Kate at 327-9392 or Junitas19@aol.com.

Save these Dates!

On Sunday, April 18th at 3pm the Day
Star Players,a chamber music group, will
be returning to the neighborhood for a
concert at San Pedro Chapel.

On Sunday, May 16th at 5:30pm we’ll
hold our annual OFLNA membership
meeting, beginning with a potluck.



