
Dear Neighbors and Friends, 
 

It has been quite a busy year!  Here are some of the highlights. 

 We have 48 new members! 

 October, 2011: Ed Espinoza led a Strategic Planning session to determine three activities 
for us to accomplish in the year ahead.  The top three chosen activities were: 

1.Code Awareness:  The City will currently publish only one newsletter a year for all 
eligible neighborhood associations to promote their annual meeting.  In order to get the 
word out, and accomplish this goal, the Association paid to publish an additional 
newsletter which focused on Code Awareness and was published in March. 

2. 36th Street Cleanup:  We had a record turnout of twenty one (21) people including 
four children!  Two additional neighbors, who happened to drive by in their trucks 
stopped to help.  It was a real neighborhood success! 

3. A Spring activity became a possible Fall Walkability.  This activity has not been 
planned to date.  Any ideas? 

 November, 2011:  A Holiday Potluck Party at the Ward I Council Office.  Thank you to 
Councilor Romero for the use of the conference room! The food was delicious and everyone 
was excited about the 15 raffles prizes that were donated by our members and local 
businesses.  Regina Romero and Amy Santos joined us.  It was a lot fun! 

 January, 2012 we were addressed by Linda Shenk, Supervisor, Archer Recreation Center.  
Linda shared with us the activities and amenities available at Archer Center and through 
Parks and Recreation.  We are fortunate to have both Archer Center and John F. Kennedy 
Regional Park so close. 

 In early March, our newsletter focused on Code Violations. 

 At our March meeting, Fernando Molina, Public Information Officer, Tucson Water, 
addressed neighbors about 1,4 Dioxane.  The City is building a new water treatment facility 
that will remove 1,4 Dioxane from our water.  Mr. Molina  also offered a tour of the facility 
once it is completed. 

 In late March we applied for a PRO Neighborhoods grant to revitalize the Island on 
Enchanted Hills Drive and 36th Street.  

 April, 2012:  Teresa Williams, Administrator, Code Enforcement, addressed our monthly 
meeting about the City’s Code Enforcement Department..  The Department enforces 
Tucson City Code as it refers to property.  Inspectors work throughout the City to ensure 
that residents and merchants are meeting the property code standards.  Ms. Williams talked 
at length about overgrown weeds and brush, inoperable vehicles, vacant and abandoned 
structures, and other issues that neighborhoods face.  She stressed that Code Enforcement 
relies on the public to address code violations.  She also offered that the goal of citing 
property owners for code violations is to bring the property into compliance. 

 May, 2012:  Andy Trujillo, Program Director, Save A Life Foundation conducted a CPR 
training session for residents at the Archer Center.  CPR procedures have changed greatly 
in recent years.  I came away feeling more confident that I could offer help to someone in 
distress.  Mr. Trujillo is happy to schedule additional trainings.  If you’re interested, please 
contact any member of the Board. 

 Thank you to Peggy Williams and the A Mountain Community Neighborhood Association for 
partnering with us in the three above activities.  Not only do we meet our neighbors, we 
increase awareness or our neighborhood and save the City both time and resources by 
having representatives address our residents at the same time. 

         (continued on page 3) 
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An in‐town desert oasis, a great place for families to live and grow. 



Page 2 ENCHANTED HILLS NEIGHBORHOOD 

In March of 2012,  the president of EHNA, Eileen Green, received notice of the availability of funds (up to $ 5,000) to improve 
neighborhoods through the Pro Neighborhoods agency.  Unfortunately, the first abstract was due in less than one week.   Without the 
opportunity to discuss and plan, Eileen considered the possibility of revitalizing the island on Enchanted Hills Drive and 36 Street.  
The island revitalization had been discussed at the October 2011 planning session but had not been chosen as one of the top three 
projects by the membership.   It was the only project discussed that required substantial funding that we did not have, yet it came in at 
fifth place out of ten.  When our request for an extension was denied, an abstract was hurriedly prepared and presented to the 
agency.  To our surprise, we were allowed to proceed with the next step but with the following conditions: 
 

~  The neighborhood association had to partner with other nonprofit entities, businesses, schools or neighborhood groups. 

~  The project had to be a grass roots effort, which meant including active members of the Association. 

~  The project had to be sustainable.  They were not interested in funding a one-time only project. 

~  The project had to utilize and improve the skills of the residents.   
 

It was clear the island revitalization was not going to meet all of the criteria without some major modification.  In response, Eileen 
formed the Grant Committee, which was tasked with overseeing the grant application and managing the project.   
 

As I had experience in grant writing for the Superior Court of Pima County, I volunteered to prepare the grant application.   Once 
again, we had a short deadline to put together a proposal that would meet the above criteria and ultimately result in funds for the 
neighborhood.   Utilizing the other proposals that had been presented but not chosen at the October planning session, we were able 
to put together a project that met all of the above criteria.  The project was named "Revitalization through Native, Sonoran Desert 
Planting".   
 

A local nursery agreed to provide classes to the neighborhood association on native desert plants and their care.  They also agreed to 
sell plants on a dedicated day to all Enchanted Hills residents at a 10% discount.    After exploring the possibility of partnering with the 
local high schools, the committee chose to partner with a well-known local artist  to design and install a new Enchanted Hills entrance 
sign.  To sustain the project beyond the first year, the committee decided to conduct a yearly raffle with a prize of a front yard 
makeover provided to a lucky winner.   
 

The Grant Committee included neighbors with skills and knowledge in water retention, desert plants, fund raising and grants 
management.  At this point, we felt confident that we met the criteria and had a decent chance to obtain some funds for the 
neighborhood.   
 

Fourteen neighborhoods started the process of competing for $ 22,000 in funds.   Seven eventually split the $ 22.000.   Enchanted 
Hills was awarded 100% of our funding request for a total of $ 4,030.00!    These funds will allow us to improve the neighborhood by 
completing the following tasks: 
 

~  Enhance the landscape of the entrance island on Enchanted Hills Drive. 

~  Create rainwater harvesting on the island. 

~  Enhance visibility of and safety for pedestrians crossing the island. 

~  Replace the old wooden entrance sign with a metal structure, possibly trimmed with stained glass, and relocate the wooden sign to 
another entrance or location of the Associations' choosing. 

~  Provide classes on desert landscaping to the residents of Enchanted Hills. 

~  Provide desert plants at a discount. 

~  Award a yearly front yard makeover. 

~  Share our skills and knowledge with our neighbors.        

             (continued on next page) 
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 June, 2012:  PRO Neighborhoods awarded EHNA the entire requested amount of $4,030.  We were 
warmly congratulated for having made it through several rounds of elimination, succeeding with six other 
groups to gain funding.  Way to go for a first try! 

 July, 2012:  the Grant Committee met with Scott Lunn, PRO Neighborhoods representative, to fully 
review all of our grant obligations and to sign the granting paperwork. 

 We continue to follow the progress of the F-35 military plane training site selection.  Tucson and Luke Air 
Force Base near Phoenix have been considered potential sites for the F-35.  Community members have 
been concerned for the negative impact on the quality of life for residents if Tucson is selected as a 
training site.  In particular, noise pollution will increase dramatically, as sound studies suggest.  We are 
also continuing to follow the progress of the Shortline Transmission Line Project.  The Project would bring 
increased electrical power to Arizona and neighboring states.  The public has opportunities to offer input 
on the project, which has seen alterations to address public concerns for the environment.  In particular, 
the path was realigned to protect a critical nesting area for cranes. 

 Along with Peggy Williams and Beryl Baker, I attended the project presentation of the new Pima County 
Transportation Department building.  The new construction will be on Mission Road adjacent to the Starr 
Pass onramp.  The building will replace smaller outdated buildings and will feature Class 2 LEEDS 
Environmental Certification. 

 July, 2012: Mary Sanchez, Mission Library’s new manager, introduced herself to the membership.  She 
informed us of some of the many programs available at the library, including assistance in finding a job, 
homework help for students, a seed exchange program (which coincidentally is directly related to one of 
the goals of our grant), and much more. 

 August, 2012:  Ed Espinoza attended the open invitation to meet the Canchola Brothers who are 
constructing a new McDonald’s Restaurant on the southeast corner of Mission and Ajo.  This is the sixth 
restaurant for the Canchola Group, which has a reputation of offering community support and being 
involved in the neighborhoods they serve.  The restaurant plans to hire up to 50 employees. 

   

Thank you for your participation, support and most of all, for being a friendly neighbor! 
 

I hope you will join us for our upcoming Holiday Party!  It should be wonderful! 
 

Eileen Green 

President, EHNA  

STATE OF THE NEIGHBORHOOD (conƟnued) 

The committee members worked very hard in order to make this project a success.   Our success raises the 
potential that this is the first of other successful grant applications.  If government and businesses are going 
to make funds available for neighborhood improvement projects, why should other neighborhoods be the 
ones that benefit?  WHY NOT US? 
 

Grant Committee Members:   Cezanne Waid, Cecelia and Tony Leon, Angelica Santa Maria, Rachel 
Loubeau, Ed Espinoza and Eileen Green.   Special thanks to Beth Ames for providing the application 
photographs. 

PRO NEIGHBORHOODS GRANT (conƟnued) 

EHNA ANNUAL MEETING 
Sunday, September 16, 2012, 3 p.m. at the Mission Library. 

 
STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION FOR THE YEAR: October 21, 2012, 3 p.m. 

This is where all projects begin!  Conducted by Ed Espinoza. 



EHNA’S SECOND ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY!  
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2012, 6-9 p.m. 

MARISCOS CHIHUAHUA 

1009 N. Grande Ave. 

DINNER, RAFFLE PRIZES AND MUSIC! 

This year we have our own beautiful rooms at an 
outstanding restaurant for an exceptional price! 
Come and let’s celebrate our blessings together. 
Reservations Required, $15 per person, $9 per 
child.  Alcoholic beverages will be charged 
separately.  Please contact Eileen at (520)838-
0618. 
 

CAN YOU MAKE, DONATE OR SCORE A 
RAFFLE PRIZE FOR THIS YEAR’S HOLIDAY 
PARTY?   

Our raffle was one of the highlights of the party 
and is a great way to raise funds for EHNA.  

Have a gift you’ve never used?  Do you know a 
groomer, manicurist, mechanic or other small 
business owner that could donate a gift 
certificate? Can you bake a cake, create a gift 
basket, or donate a service?  Please contact 
Cecelia by November 30 at (520)624-9856. 
 

DO YOU DREAM ABOUT HAVING YOUR 
FRONT YARD LANDSCAPED FOR FREE?  DO 
YOU WANT TO ADD TO YOUR 
LANDSCAPING?   As part of the PRO 
Neighborhoods grant our first “Front Yard 
Makeover” Raffle Tickets go on sale at the 
holiday party for just $5.  Tickets will be available 
thereafter at meetings, or call Eileen.  Raffle 
Awarded at EHNA’s March 17, 2013 Meeting! 

 
For Questions, contact Eileen at (520-838-0618) 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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