
The Spanish-Colonial Orchard and Vineyard Project was funded by a 
grant from the Arizona State Forestry Division to the City of Tucson 
Historic Preservation Office. Match funding was provided by the 
Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace and the Southwestern Foundation for 
Education and Historic Preservation. This funding supported the ini-
tial planting, a drip irrigation system, and public workshops and edu-
cational materials.  In honor of the Arizona statehood centennial in 
2012, this project planted 100 Kino Heritage Fruit Trees—direct ge-
netic descendants of Old World fruit trees introduced to southern Ar-
izona by Father Eusebio Francisco Kino and later missionaries and 
colonists during the Spanish Colonial period.  
 

The concept of the Mission Garden has been developed with public input 
by BWS Architects and other consultants.  The Garden will interpret  
Tucson’s 4,000-year agricultural history.  It is one portion of the overall 
Tucson Origins Heritage Park, a project approved by City of Tucson voters 
in 1999 as part of the Rio Nuevo ballot proposition.   

 

Kino, later missionaries and Spanish 
colonists of the 17th and 18th centu-
ries introduced apple, apricot, date, 
fig, grape, olive, peach, pear, plum, 
pomegranate, quince, lime, orange, 
and other fruits.   
 
The Kino Heritage Fruit Trees Project 
locates the oldest surviving heirloom 
fruit trees in southern Arizona and 
northern Sonora, and reproduces 
them from cuttings – as was prac-
ticed historically – such that new 
trees are identical genetic copies of 
the original plants.  
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MORE INFORMATION AVAILABLE: 
Spanish Colonial Orchard at Mission Garden: 
<www.tucsonaz.gov/preservation/SpanishColonialOrchard> 
 
Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace: <www.tucsonsbirthplace.org> 
 
Kino Heritage Fruit Trees Project: <www.desertmuseum.org/center/
kinofruittrees.php> 

 
This project had multiple partners, including: 
City of Tucson 
Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace  
Pima County  
Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum  
Desert Survivors Nursery  
The University of Arizona College of Agriculture and Life Sciences/ 

Pima County Cooperative Extension  
Desert Archaeology, Inc 
 

The Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace, a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) organ-
ization, helped make this project possible through match funding 
and volunteer labor.  Through their Kino Heritage Fruit Trees stew-
ardship program, the Friends conducted fundraising to pay for oth-
er necessary costs.  

Father Kino established a chain of missions in the Pimería Al-
ta, at which he introduced wheat, cattle, fruit trees, and other 
Old World crops and transformed the subsistence of native 
peoples.  Following him were Spanish soldiers, colonists, and 
other missionaries who also transplanted European agricul-
ture and adopted native crops in what has been called the 
Columbian Exchange. An advisory team made up of plant experts from a variety of organizations and  

perspectives designed the Orchard and Vineyard to be historically authentic and 
to thrive in Tucson’s climate. 

A historic orchard in Sonora, Mexico         Photo by Dena Cowan 

Sweet Valencia Orange 

This list shows the earliest references in historical documents of 
the cultivation of Old World fruit trees and vines in Arizona and 
Sonora, Mexico.     
 

Source:  Gardens of New Spain, William W. Dunmire, 2004. 
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