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                                                                                        PUBLIC INPUT 



TRANSPORTATION LINKAGES

Bus Routes
Th e Suntran bus route is on Congress St. and there is a 
stop 400 feet east of the intersection of Congress Street 
and La Cuesta Ave. It is .63 miles to the lower parking lot 
from this intersection, and 1.2 miles to the upper parking 
lot.  Th ere is currently no bus access to the Park.

Bicycle Routes
Th e bicycle route on Congress is designated as a bike 
route with striped shoulder, Sentinel Peak is designated as 
paved shoulder only.

Pedestrian
A pedestrian crossing has been proposed at Cushing Street
and the Santa Cruz River as part of the Rio Nuevo devel-
opment;  this will give pedestrian access from downtown 
to the proposed Convento Museum site and the Mission 
Gardens.  Th e Streetcar may also extend from Downtown 
to Tucson Origins Heritage Park.

Sentinel Peak Park is approximately 1 mile west of the 
Santa Cruz River Park, which aff ords extensive north-
south linkages.  It is possible to link the Santa Cruz River 
Park shared-use path with the trail system of Sentinel 
Peak.  Pedestrian access may also be feasible in the future 
with a pedestrian crossing on Mission Road west of the  
     Barrio Sin Nombre neighborhood. 

Th e fi rst charette was held in July 2007,  Th e comments 
from the community were grouped into general categories 
as summarized below:

Environmental Conditions
Context 
• Plan for Wildlife Corridors
• Provide connections between Santa Cruz River and  
 Tucson Mountain Park

Erosion & Drainage
• Address erosion problems on Sentinel Peak Road
• Repair damaged native vegetation, social trails 
• Address drainage on north slope
• Incorporate check dams, water detention features

Vegetation
• Remove invasive plant species 
• Plant native shade trees 
• Incorporate water harvesting
• Plant several trees in the core-area of the park and use  
 the parking lot to harvest rainwater for the irrigation  
 of these new plantings.   

Goals 
Mitigate existing environmental damage and minimize 
impact of future development

Circulation & Signage
• Entry and directional signage lacking
• Issues regarding frequency, consistency of signage   
directing people to Sentinel Peak Park.  Discourage traffi  c 
from entering neighborhood.
• Identify South Cuesta Ave as the public entrance to 
the park.
• Entry signage and hours of operation clearly posted 
before reaching gate.

Vehicular Circulation
• Address dangerous intersections and unsafe areas of 
the access road
• Assess parking needs (consider shuttle for special   
 events)

PLAN DEVELOPMENT CHRONOLOGY

Th e master plan was developed from input from the 
charettes, open houses and site analysis by the design 
team.

July 28, 2007 A Mountain (Sentinel Peak) Charette I
September 29, 2007 A Mountain Charette II
March 17, 2008 Focus Group Meeting
May 17, 2008 On-Site Meeting
July 16, 2008 Focus Group Meeting
October 27, 2008 Open House
October to November, 2008 Public Comment Period
March 19, 2009 Public Presentation Open House
April 2009 Master Plan Report
Summer 2009 Archaeology Assessment
Fall 2009 SWCC Trail Building
Summer 20010 Phase 1 Construction Documents
Fall 2012 Begin Phase 1 Construction
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Figure 4: Bus Routes

Figure 5: Bike Routes

Erosion on north face of Sentinel Peak
Photo: WSA, 2008

Approach to Sentinel Peak Park
Photo: WSA, 2008



Site Amenities

• Shade Trees
• Picnic Tables
• Seating
• Overlooks
• Ramadas
• Restroom facilities
• Recycle & Trash Containers
• Bike Racks
• Consider a solar powered composting toilet.
• Improve the existing “Sentinel” overlook (the rock  
 gazebo-like structure west of the parking lot)
• Provide improved (ADA) access to the existing     
 “Sentinel” overlook.
• Remove or improve the unsafe picnic tables near the  
 “Sentinel” overlook.

Goals
Provide adequate site amenities to increase user comfort 
and ease of use 

Park Programming
• Existing Events 
• Interpretative Programming

Historic & Site Interpretation

• History, timeline & signifi cance
• Culture, geography, geology, ecology
• Media for site interpretation 
• Develop an interpretive plan and provide unobtrusive  
 signs to interpret the past and present cultural uses,  
 natural history, and views from the mountain.
• Public Art

Goals
Provide site interpretation. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Circulation
• Plan to reduce confl icts with vehicles and pedestrians
• ADA access

Trails
• Improve hiking trails
• Revegetate redundant social trails
• Include a trail from the parking lot to the top of Sen-
tinel Peak

Goals
Improve safety and ease of circulation.  

Safety & Maintenance

• Address vandalism
• Improve safety 
• Need trash removal
• Add guardrails on the north side of loop drive west 
of the upper parking lot entrance. Guardrails should be 
designed to be unobtrusive and blend with the natural 
landscape as much as possible
• Traffi  c calming measures -(speed tables, designated  
 pedestrian crossings)
• Closure Times (good location to see sunset)
• Volunteer Programs
• Neighborhood Integrity
• Encourage people to help in the cleanup of Sentinel 
Peak Park by providing recycle containers, a dispenser for 
trash bags if people want to pickup trash, and a dog waste 
cleanup bag dispenser.

Goals
Encourage legitimate use through positive design and ac-
tive programming.
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Picnic Table
Photo: www.fl ickr.com\Sentinel Peak

Graffi  ti 
Photo: WSA, 2009

Existing Upper Parking Lot
Photo: WSA, 2008

Existing Trail Sign
Photo: WSA, 2008
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OPEN HOUSE AND SURVEY RESPONSES

Surveys were distributed at the Open House for feedback 
on the proposed improvements to Sentinel Peak. Th e sur-
veys were also available  on-line the month of November.  
A summary of the Survey results are shown here; complete 
survey results will be included in the Master Report. 

-66 people fi lled in the survey
-38% of respondents live near Sentinel Peak Park
-23% reported visiting the park yearly
-15% reported visiting monthly and 15% weekly

An opening question of the survey asked people what 
they see as barriers to their use of the park now.  37 of 66 
people wrote in a response.  Th e responses fell into the 
following categories (some people had multiple issues):

Traffi  c confl icts with pedestrians 13
Unsafe Environment   8
Cyclist Safety    4
Vandalism and Trash   4
Closure Times    3
No Shade    2
Entry and Signage   2
Child Safety    2
Accessibility    2
Not much to do   2   

Crowding at overlook   2
Parked cars blocking view  2
Too narrow roadway   2
Pollution from vehicles   1
Noise (music from parked vehicles) 1
Poor aesthetics    1
Restroom, water   1
 Total    52

Asked if they thought the park was currently child-friendly 
on a scale of 1 (un-friendly) to 5 (friendly), the average 
response was 1.9

Sample answers:

Too much traffi  c, not pedestrian safe
Reckless traffi  c, dangerous roadway
As a walker, I’m worried I’ll be run over by a car, or bike

Would like better bike paths on road

Unsafe environment

Other than the view and the ‘round’ structure not much 
else on the peak

Conclusions
In conclusion, the survey responses supported the pro-
posed  Master Plan. Responses indicated strong support 
for a pedestrian oriented park with an emphasis on habi-
tat restoration, improved amenities, and increased safety.

No parking. No accessibility for wheelchairs.  Too many 
cars parked in the road blocking the view.  Security issues.

Overcrowded, views blocked by parked cars. Lack of as-
sessable trail, cycling unfriendly

Fast cars, hot sun

Narrowness and poor condition of the road

No water, signs, restrooms
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Chart 1 What Activities are most important to you? Chart 2 What amenities are most important to you? Chart 3 What Interpretative Sign Th emes appeal to you 
most?

Chart 4 Would you use the park more with the proposed 
Phase 1 Improvements and/or with the Master Plan?

Chart 5 Analysis of the No Responses

SURVEY RESULTS



Figure 17: Master Plan
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                                                                        PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS 















 
 

                         
 
 
 
                                                                FUTURE PHASE IMPROVEMENTS 



 
Sentinel Peak Park Phase II Improvements – Possible Uses for the requested $2.5 million in bond funds:  

 Tohono O’odham heritage education interpretive panels and benches 
 Additional Site interpretations 
 Comprehensive Buffelgrass Management Plan 
 Comprehensive hiking trail plan, including trail building, trail signage, repair, and decommissioning of wildcat trails 
 Construction of a shaded trailhead facility ‐ lower parking lot 
 Construction of a shade ramada ‐ upper parking lot trailhead 
 Improvements and amenities for pedestrians and cyclists 
 Improvements and solar lighting for both the upper and lower parking lots 
 Landscape and water‐harvesting improvements at both the upper and lower parking lots 
 Public art 
 Additional Handicap accessible paths and overlooks including a path to the west overlook gazebo 
 Restoration of historic (WPA) structures in the park including the overlook gazebo located west of the upper parking lot 
 Construction of shaded picnic ramadas 
 Mapping of all archaeological and historic sites within the park property 
 Identification, mapping, and enhancement of wildlife corridors 
 Erosion control along roadway 
 Restrooms with composting toilets and solar powered lighting 
 Explore Joint projects with Tumamoc Hill 
 Possible acquisition of land surrounding the historic rock quarry to incorporate into the park 
 Extend a water line into the park to provide drinking water at least at the lower parking lot 
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