
Sports Lighting Capital Replacement
A sports lighting system beyond its use life span:

- exceeds 25-year useful life
- cannot be repaired
- does not meet Dark Sky principles
- does not meet sports lighting criteria 
- spills light onto adjacent property
- is served by obsolete wiring and controls

Parks & Recreation has tested the electrical systems for 
all lit sports fields, and has made repairs or 
replacements as funding allowed.  Some field lighting 
has been permanently shut off.
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The Parks & Recreation Department has also performed curb-
to-curb electrical evaluations at a number of parks.

- visual observation of electrical equipment and 
underground pullboxes

- Electrical Code compliance
- current leakage testing to 6mA standard,

same as is allowed for GFCI receptacles
- corrective actions described
- unsafe conditions immediately de-energized
- less critical conditions catalogued for future work
- typically, 50% of the wiring and equipment was 

condemned

Unsafe conditions:
- Broken conduits
- Exposed wiring
- Rusted cabinets
- Frayed insulation
- Failed splices & improper 

splices
- Incomplete demolition
- Incorrect materials
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Safer electrical design and construction standards were 
developed for City parks.

- better underground wire than required by Code
- non-metallic underground pullboxes
- ground fault circuit breakers
- elimination of splices as much as possible
- submersible splices where necessary
- owner, engineer, plans examiner, contractor,

inspector approval required for all electrical work

Unsafe conditions:
- Broken conduits
- Exposed wiring
- Rusted cabinets
- Frayed insulation
- Failed splices & improper 

splices
- Incomplete demolition
- Incorrect materials
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Ongoing maintenance does:
- Re-lamping as needed
- Test and repair underground wiring
- replace control cabinets components

Ongoing maintenance does not:
- alleviate Outdoor Lighting Code issues
- accomplish end-of-life replacements
- improve field lighting
- reduce light trespass and glare
- reduce energy use
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Modern sports lighting:
- uses white light, not yellow
- meets the Outdoor Lighting Code
- uses less energy
- meets field lighting criteria
- puts light on the turf, not next door
- shuts off automatically
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