
MenloParkTucson.blogspot.com 

 

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                                        March 2017 

 
Students and Neighbors beautify Santa Cruz 

As the saying goes, ‘many hands make light work’. 
Students from Intermountain Academy (located in the 
historic Menlo Park School) and Menlo Park volunteers 
now come together regularly to clean up the Santa Cruz 
River Park between Congress Street and St. Mary’s 
Road. Intermountain Academy director Kyle Lininger 
was thrilled to get his students involved because the 
project helps their students, most with special needs, 
become active members of the Menlo Park community. 
Gene Einfrank, MPNA President, is a regular on the 
cleanup crew. “It’s clear that the students take pride in 
their community. When the job is finished, they radiate 
a real sense of accomplishment.” During a recent 
cleanup, Intermountain Academy staff, students and 
parents teamed with Menlo Park residents to fill eight 
50-gallon bags with trash from the river bed and 
pedestrian/bike path. 
Menlo Park neighbors interested in joining future 
cleanups are urged to contact MPNA at 
MenloParkTucson@gmail.com. 
 

 
Intermountain students and Menlo Park neighbors show 
off their haul in most recent clean-up of the Santa Cruz 
 

Giant Yard Sale -  April 8th 
The Menlo Park Neighborhood Association is holding 

yard sales at several locations throughout the 

neighborhood on Saturday, April 8th from 8 am to  

12 pm. MPNA will use the proceeds to support local 

events and organizations, including El Dia de San Juan, 

San Ysidro Festival, the annual GAIN potluck, Mission 

Garden, and holiday meals for Sentinel Plaza seniors. A 

map of sale sites will be posted on 

MenloParkTucson.blogspot.com, one week before the 

event.  

To find out where to donate items and/or volunteer, 

please email the neighborhood association: 

MenloParkTucson@gmail.com 

 

Do You Qualify? 

If you are on a low or fixed-income or if your home 
is a contributing historic property in the Menlo 
Park Historic District, you may be eligible to save 
money. Ward 1 Council Member Regina Romero 
invites Menlo Park residents to a free Community 
Resource Fair on Saturday, May 6th from 10 am to 
1 pm at the City of Tucson Resource Campus, 310 
N. Commerce Park Loop. The fair is designed to 
help eligible Menlo Park residents on a fixed or 
low-income to sign up for discounts of up to 50% 
on their utility bills.  In addition, because of Menlo 
Park Neighborhood’s Historic District designation, 
many homeowners may qualify for a 50% reduction 
in property taxes. With appropriate documentation 
like pay stubs or W-2 forms, you can sign up for 
benefits on the day of the fair. For more 
information call 724-7506. 
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Mission Garden: Creating a Strong Sense of 
Community and Place 
  When Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace, the non-profit 
organization that operates Mission Garden, established 
Mission Garden, one of their primary goals was to 
create a stronger community connection to Tucson’s 
heritage, the earth, and each other. Recent additions 
have created an even more welcoming environment for 
community gatherings and events - an Education 
Building, Demonstration Kitchen, Events Ramada, public 
bathrooms, expanded irrigation, and electrical hook-
ups, thanks to funding from Rio Nuevo. Also, gracing the 
Garden entryway are many new trees, perennial shrubs 
and grasses - made possible through a magnanimous 
donation from Roslyn and George Miller. 
  The Garden is rapidly becoming a popular destination 
for tourists and those seeking a hands-on education in 
community based heritage gardening. Recently, a 
Children’s Garden was added, as well as several 
terraced agave gardens, or trincheras, east of the main 
entrance. The trincheras illustrate several elements of 
Tucson’s agricultural history in the cultivation of agave 
for food and fiber and harvesting rainwater runoff. The 
terraced landscaping effectively counters erosion and 
encourages the vegetation to regenerate.  
  Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace is made up of volunteers 
who gratefully acknowledge the donors, neighbors, 
community partners and supporters who all contribute 
to the Garden’s success. The Garden is open to 
everyone. YOU can get involved! Attend an event, 
arrange a guided tour and/or educational program, 
volunteer, donate, become a tree steward, “Like” 
Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace on Facebook, follow 
mission garden on Instagram. Find out more at 
www.tucsonsbirthplace.org. 
 

 
Mission Garden volunteers work with students to plant 
the Children’s Garden. The new Education Building is in 
the background 

Sentinel Peak RV Park – Proud To Be a 
Menlo Park Neighbor 
  Entering its second year of operation in Menlo Park, 
Sentinel Peak RV Park continues to attract and serve 
guests seeking a unique, urban Tucson experience. 
During development discussions, Menlo Park was 
quickly identified as a perfect fit for unmatched access 
and proximity to the best activities and services in 
Tucson. “Menlo Park is a wonderful neighborhood and 
we are honored to be a part of this great community. 
We have felt welcomed and included right from the 
start, and we work hard every day to ensure that our 
business is one that the community can be proud to 
have here. ” said RV park owner, Todd Spencer. That 
vision has come true with more than 7,000 guests in 
2016 alone. 
  With so many new travelers passing through Sentinel 
Peak RV Park, the economic effect has been significant.  
In 2016, guests of the RV park explored Menlo Park, 
Downtown, and 4th Avenue, and spent nearly $3M 
locally. Over $1M of that was spent at restaurants, local 
attractions, and services in the area.  The other $2M 
was spent on home purchases and real estate, new 
recreational vehicles, trucks, cars, and other large 
purchases. This flow of new revenue into the 
community has surpassed even the highest estimates 
made during the initial design and development of the 
RV park.   
  Sentinel Peak RV park has already sold-out for certain 
dates in the 2018 winter season, and is taking 
reservations for dates in 2019. 
“We are beyond thrilled to see this kind of economic 
activity, and will continue to promote local Menlo Park 
businesses to our guests” said Mr. Spencer.  “Menlo 
Park has given our dream and vision a home, and we 
are incredibly grateful to share in the future of this 
great neighborhood.” 
Sentinel Peak RV Park is family-owned and was built in 
2015. With a background in hospitality and lodging, the 
owners are dedicated to providing a superior guest 
experience to all RV travelers, and to being a strong and 
positive economic contributor to the community.  

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

Mission Garden location: 946 W. Mission Lane 
Hours: April - Nov, Sat 8 am – noon; Dec. - March Sat 
12-4 pm 
More info, volunteer, guided tours:  520-955-5200 
Email: missiongarden.tucson@gmail.com 
Instagram: missiongarden  
Facebook: “Friends of Tucson’s Birthplace”  
Letters/donations: P.O. Box 1228 Tucson, AZ  85702 
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El Rio Community Garden a Hidden 

Treasure 
There is a lot to see behind the blue iron gates on 

Melwood Avenue north of Congress Street. Arranged in 

neat rows are 40 raised garden beds surrounded by 

more than 20 Kino heritage fruit trees. The beds are 

filled with leafy vegetables, cucumbers, beets, carrots, 

broccoli and basil, planted and nurtured by Menlo Park 

neighbors, Sentinel Plaza residents, and El Rio 

Community Health Center employees. Sentinel Plaza 

resident Jim Reif signed up early for a garden plot. Jim 

listed a number of benefits of community gardening –

getting out of the house, the daily walk to the garden, 

and especially meeting fellow gardeners for 

conversation and the shared gardening experience. 

The garden, operated by El Rio’s Health and Wellness 

Department, was established through a community 

benefit agreement between El Rio, which owns the 

property, and the Menlo Park Neighborhood 

Association. Each bed includes compost and is equipped 

with a timer-controlled drip irrigation system. Currently 

all of the beds have been assigned, however Menlo Park 

residents who would like to be added to the waiting list 

may email Nancy Schulte, the Community Garden 

Coordinator at NancyS@elrio.org. 

 

 
 
Raised beds, compost, and drip irrigation are some of 
the amenities available to El Rio Community gardeners 
 

Casa Linda Renovation Underway! 
  In 1999 the Pima County Historical Society supported 
restoration and repurposing of the property known as 
Casa Linda, located at 17 N Linda Ave, directly behind  
the Pima County Housing Offices on Congress.  Casa 
Linda was envisioned to be repurposed as a 

neighborhood center because it is ideally situated in the 
Westside redevelopment area near the streetcar line. 
The property consists of a main house (bungalow), 
constructed around 1916. A larger room with a rear 
entry and concrete cellar was added in the 1920s - 
1930s. A small, rectangular “out building” (coach house) 
was built southwest of the bungalow in 1945. County 
records show property owners lived in the front half of 
the bungalow and rented out the rear of the bungalow 
and the coach house. 
  In 2006, stabilization of the bungalow was completed, 
which included structural rehabilitation, a new roof, and 
covered windows.  In 2016, the Pima County Board of 
Supervisors approved bond funding of $253,000 to 
complete the restoration and repurposing. The property 
will be a Demonstration Project in sustainability and 
aging-in-place. The bungalow will be business offices, 
and the coach will serve as a meeting place for 
neighborhood and community organizations. 
  Currently, renovations to the interior of the bungalow 
are underway. Because it will be used for public 
meetings, both the bungalow and coach house must be 
brought up to ADA and commercial standards. 
Fortunately, through the persistent support of Council 
Member Regina Romero and County Supervisor Richard 
Elias, funding for these extensive renovations has been 
secured. The scheduled completion date for 
renovations is June 30, 2017, and a statement of 
interest for tenancy has already been submitted by 
Pima County Community Land Trust. 
 

REPORT GRAFFITI 
From your smart phone, download MyTucson (one 
word), a free app from the iOS App Store or Google Play 
for Android.  With this app you can snap a picture of any 
graffiti you see in the City’s right of way (not private 
property) and immediately send it via your smartphone 
to Graffiti Protective Coatings (GPC), which is 
contracted with the City of Tucson to remove graffiti. 
      Alternatively, to report graffiti you can call 520-792-

CITY or online, visit: 

tucsonaz.gov/tdot/graffiti-removal-report 

If you witness an act of graffiti in progress, call 911 

immediately. 
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  Planning and Development Services Dept. 
   P.O. Box 27210 

   Tucson, AZ 85726 
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MONTHLY MEETINGS OF THE MENLO PARK  NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION  
 

To stay informed about neighborhood events, activities, and ways to get involved, contact the Menlo Park 
Neighborhood Association and add your name to our contact list. Feel free to include your comments, 
questions and concerns. Beginning in 2015, MPNA has instituted a revised schedule for neighborhood 
meetings. They will now be held on the second Thursday of the month in January through May, and 
September through November, from 6 – 8 pm at the Pima County Housing Center, 801 W Congress St. 
Meetings will not be held in June, July, August, or December, unless an emergency meeting is called. 
 
Contact the Menlo Park Neighborhood Association. Many options are available:  you can email at 
MenloParkTucson@gmail.com, or call 971-2348, or visit MenloParkTucson.blogspot.com to find out when the 
next neighborhood association meeting will be held. Also check out facebook.com/MenloParkTucson. 
 
The City of Tucson, its officers and employees, its Planning and Development Services Department, and all other offices neither agree 
nor disagree with the views expressed or implied in this communication or any referenced websites and are not therefore responsible. 
The distribution requester is solely responsible. 
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