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A Note from the President 
In the November 2013 election, voters approved the City of Tucson General Plan, known as 
Plan Tucson. This official City planning document is mandated by our State Constitution and is 
required to be updated every ten years. Now that the City's General Plan has been accepted by 
voters, each neighborhood has the option to develop its own official Neighborhood Plan (NP), 
known as a Specific Neighborhood Plan, that the City references when considering pro-
posed zoning and code changes, and variance requests. Our last official NP was completed in 
1977. It was written BEFORE Richland Heights was split into East and West neighborhoods. Ob-
viously, the 1977 NP needs to be updated or replaced! The Board has discussed the next step, 
which is to develop a current Specific NP for RHE, and have it approved by the City. 

A little history on past efforts: Because of a lot of challenges we had as a neighborhood, in 2006 
& 2007 RHENA worked with Dr Barbara Becker, FAICP, and the students in her Comprehensive 
& Strategic Planning Class in the UA Planning Degree Program, to develop a Neighborhood Plan 
for RHE. The Plan included some neighborhood history, summarized past planning documents, 
evaluated potential risks, and developed guidelines for us to use to maintain the integrity of 
RHE as a desirable neighborhood in which to live and to maintain our property values. We used 
this Plan in several projects: the traffic circles, traffic humps and curb extensions at Olsen and 
Lind, our (on-going) water harvesting projects, continuation of the spring party, our street signs, 
supporting neighborhood businesses in order to maintain a solid base of restaurants & stores, 
the educational nature of our Newsletter, Neighborhood Watch, our email list, development of 
our website, lobbing for street repairs, and our communications with the City of Tucson. Also, 
since its development, the Board has paid closer attention to events outside RHE to identify 
both positive and negative things that might impact us. For example, do you remember the im-
pact of 2002 E Ft Lowell BEFORE its renovation, and its impact AFTERWARDS, on the overall 
appearance of other buildings on Ft Lowell in our area? 

(Continued on page 3) 

If you or your business would like 
to sponsor an issue of the RHENA 
newsletter, please contact Sandy 
at 325-6496 or newslet-
ter .ed i to r@rhenatucson.org . 

In Your Corner 
In our continuing efforts to foster a sense of community in the Richland Heights East neighborhood, the 
Board agreed that it would be worthwhile to take note of neighbors new to the neighborhood, neighbors 
who are leaving for new pastures, new additions to families, and recently departed neighbors. The hope is 
that neighbors will provide this information for the benefit of our neighborhood and their neighbors. Infor-
mation will not be printed in the newsletter without approval from the family involved. If you have infor-
mation to share, please submit it to me at 269-0250 or maureen@rhenatucson.org, and we will see that it 
gets published in the next newsletter. 

This month’s In Your Corner feature is on page 3. 
- Maureen Pollack 

“The City of Tucson, its officers and 
employees, its Office of Integrated 
Planning and all other offices neither 
agrees nor disagrees with the views 
expressed or implied in this commu-
nication or any referenced websites 
and are not therefore responsible. 
The distribution requester is solely 
responsible.”  

—————————— 
(Because this issue is being sent by 
the COT, you have been mailed a copy 
even if you get it via email.) 

Richland Heights East Annual Meeting 
The Annual Membership Meeting of RHENA is scheduled for Monday, October 20 at 7:00 pm. 
It will be held in the meeting hall of Peniel Church of Christ, located at 1990 E Prince Rd. The 
entrance to the meeting hall is on Olsen Ave. You might want to bring a flashlight. 
This year we have three Board positions up for election. The Nominating Committee has 
recruited people to run for the positions. See Page 2 for short BIOs of the candidates we have so 
far. Nominations will also be accepted from the floor. If you want to join us to support your 
neighborhood, please attend the meeting. Also, consider running for the Board, or joining a 
committee. 
The business portion of the meeting will last from 7:00 to approximately 8:30 pm. The agenda is 
on page 4. 

Board candidate BIOs inside   



Board candidate BIOs  

The Nominating Committee has recruited three people who are 
interested in serving on the RHENA Board to run for three 
available positions. Two of them are running for new terms, and 
one is running for the first time. We asked them each for a short 
BIO, covering such things as how long they have lived in RHE 
and what their main goal is for the neighborhood. Here is what 
we learned: 

Brian Crowley (incumbent) 

Brian is a native of Tucson. He grew up in Jefferson Park, 
attended Salpointe High School and the University of Arizona. 

Brian and his wife Sheila have lived in Richland Heights East 
since 2006, in the 2200 block of Kleindale Rd. They have two 
small children and a dog named Bo. 

Brian has worked for Tucson Business Interiors for over 10 
years as a project manager and senior account executive. 

Brian loves living in the city and the wonderful community of 
RHE. He joined the Board two years ago to complete the term of 
a retiring Board member. He wants to help make sure the 
neighborhood stays safe and fun for his kids and neighbors. 

 

Maureen Pollack (incumbent) 

Maureen and her daughter Sophie moved to Tucson in 2005. 
After renting for almost 4 years, they moved to RHE in 
November 2010. Almost immediately, Maureen became 
involved in RHENA and was elected to the Board in 2011. 

Maureen and Sophie live at the southeast corner of Greenlee 
and Olsen with their dogs, Nate and Mollie and their cat Oliver. 

Maureen is the captain for the Neighborhood Watch group for 
her area, and has been working with the Board on zoning 
issues. She wants to continue to work to make the 
neighborhood a safer place, and to maintain its existing charm. 

Daniel Naiman 

Daniel Naiman has lived in Tucson since 1993. He works as a 
recording engineer and music publisher. He and his wife 
Marcela moved into RHE from the foothills area at the end of 
August this year, and live in the 1900 block of E Kleindale. 

Daniel & Marcela have three children ages 5, 8 and 15. Daniel 
is excited to be in Richland Heights East and is looking forward 
to contributing to the stability and livability of the neighborhood 
and the greater community. 

Residential Detached Accessory Structures 

Buying or constructing a detached storage shed or ramada*? Be sure you know the rules.   

Permit:  A building permit is not required for a detached accessory structure that is less than 200 square feet and equal to or 
less than the maximum allowable height of twelve (12) feet. Note: Permits are required for any utility connections. 

Location:  A detached storage shed or ramada* must be located in a side or rear yard to meet minimum zoning setbacks. A 
setback (aka perimeter yard) is the distance between the property line and the structure.  

Height:  The maximum height allowed for a detached accessory structure is twelve (12) feet.   

Size:  The maximum square footage allowed for all detached accessory structures on the property is limited to 50% of the gross 
floor area of the main house. 

Approvals:  Zoning compliance review is required for all detached accessory structures. If you want to build closer to the 
property line, or exceed the height or size restrictions, you must obtain approval through the appropriate zoning approval process.  

* For the purposes of zoning, a ramada is not considered to be a carport. Additional restrictions apply to carports. Please contact 
PDSD for information specific to carports. 

So, before you buy or build that shed or ramada, call Zoning Information at 837-4891 to find out the zoning for your property and 
the general minimum setback. Then prepare and submit a site plan to Planning & Development Services Department (PDSD) for 
zoning compliance review.  For additional information on site plan requirements, visit the PDSD website at www.tucsonaz.gov/
pdsd. Under the heading “Development & Permits” select “Residential Permits.” On the following screen scroll down and select 
“Sample Plot Plan.” 

Note: This information is intended for general purposes only. Additional restrictions and requirements may apply to your specific 
subdivision or lot. 

 

Source: City of Tucson Planning and Development Services Department website and the Unified Development Code. 

 

(This article was written by a City of Tucson Zoning Administrator. It is only a summary of the permit requirements. If you want 
more information, contact the Planning & Development Services Department.) 



Getting Arizona Involved in 
Neighborhoods (GAIN) 

There will be a celebration of GAIN on Wednesday, October 8th 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm at St James United Methodist Church (SW 
corner of Campbell & Lind). Come, bring the family, eat, meet 
your neighbors & people from near-by neighborhoods, talk with 
TPD,  and let the kids enjoy the jumping castle.  

____________________ 

YARD SALE 
To benefit the Lend A Hand Senior Assistance 

Program * 
* A 501(c)(3) non-profit. Donations are tax-deductible! 

11th and 12th OCTOBER 2014 
7:00 am — 1 pm 

at 1545 E Water Street  
(between Campbell & Mountain/Grant & Glenn) 

 

To donate items call Jane Hoffmann at 323-9299 
OR 

deliver them into the courtyard at 1545 E Water St 
starting Sept 29. 

If the items are large, you can make arrangements for 
pickup with Jane. 

 

Annual Neighborhood Watch Meeting 
Becky Noel, TPD Midtown’s Community Outreach Officer, has 
agreed that the six existing NW groups in RHE can combine their 
required annual meetings into one. This will save her having to 
come out for 6 individual meetings during the year. This year’s 
meeting will be on Tuesday, November 4th, from 6:30 to 8:00 
pm, at Maureen Pollack’s house, 2000 E Greenlee Rd. 

____________________ 

Welcome Packets 

Remember that the RHENA Board has developed a Welcome 
Packet for new neighbors. If somebody new moves in on your 
block, contact call any Board member, or email the Welcome 
Committee at welcome.committee@rhenatucson.org, to get a 
packet to take to your new neighbor. A Board member can go 
with you to welcome the newcomer and their family to the 
neighborhood. An example of how successful this can be is that 
this is how our newest Board candidate learned about the 
Richland Heights East Neighborhood Association. 

(Continued from page 1) 

As part of the 2007 Plan's development, the Board held meetings to discuss the demographic data collected by the students; 
neighbors responded to a survey (done the old-fashioned way by walking the neighborhood to hand out the surveys and going 
back a week later to collect them). We held a series of meetings for neighbors to voice their opinions, concerns and suggestions. 
The U of A students held update meetings for us to critic their work. From start to finish, it took about 6 months to collect info, to 
complete drafts, to hold review meetings, and to approve a final document . . . all 127 pages, with photos. The entire 2007 Plan is 
available on our website from a link at http://www.rhenatucson.org/neighborhood-plans/2007-richland-heights-east-
neighborhood-plan. 

However, our 2007 Plan is not an official Neighborhood Plan (NP), or Specific NP, recognized by the City of Tucson. The im-
portance of an official Specific NP is that the City must take it into consideration when they consider zoning changes or receive 
code variance requests in a neighborhood. For example, the City is holding a series of meetings with the Sam Hughes neighbor-
hood because the proposed new multi-level building at Campbell & Speedway is not in keeping with their Specific NP. Our current 
Neighborhood Plan would not give us this opportunity; a Specific NP would. 

Over the next several months the Board will contact the City officials who have the responsibility for assisting neighborhoods with 
Specific NPs. We need to become more knowledgeable about the process for developing a Specific NP — what we can and can't 
do, how we establish a process to obtain input from our neighbors, and timeframes for completion. Once we know "the how to" 
the Board will communicate with you AND ask for volunteers to help with the process. 

In my opinion, most change is good, but it’s not always easy, especially if we aren’t prepared for it. Change is always better when 
we take time to PLAN for it so we can manage it a little and experience the positive side. Richland Heights East is changing. If you 
have lived in RHE for awhile, take a tour down memory lane: Since 2011 we have had — 36 home sales, an increase in younger 
families with children, long time neighbors have passed away (many the original builders of their homes), splitting of acre lots, 
houses converted to group homes (and back again), small houses made larger (some built closer to property lines), more fences 
and walls, less wild-life (not counting those pesky ground rodents) — just to list a few. It's time to have a game plan that can help 
us manage these changes, and make sure the neighborhood moves forward in a positive way. 

- Linda Wurzelbacher, RHENA President 

In Your Corner 
Recently deceased from 2020 E Greenlee, is Inez Tucker. 
Inez and her husband Curt moved into Richland Heights and 
built their home in 1958. Inez worked in vocational 
rehabilitation at the U of A for 23 years, earning her doctorate 
from the College of Education in 1977.  Inez was always readily 
available for advice and support. She retired as professor 
emerita from the U of A in 1990. She is survived by her 
daughter Laurel (Roberto) and their children Isabel, Elissa, 
Julian and Jessica, who live directly north of Inez’s home, her 
son Tom (Cheryl) and grandson Jesse of Hanson, Kentucky, and 
her sister Phyllis (Bob) of Tucson.  
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Office of Integrated Planning 

P.O. Box 27210 

Tucson, AZ 85726-7210 

Dated Material 

RHENA Annual Membership Mee ng Agenda 
Monday, October 20, 2014 

Call meeting to order – 7:00 pm – Maureen Pollack Vice President 

A.    Old Business 

1. Good-bye to an old friend — Sandy Miller  
2. Thank You to Committee Members — Maureen Pollack  
3. Neighborhood Watch — Flo Lemke  
4. Lend A Hand Senior Assistance — Sandy Miller  
5. RHE home sales — Maureen Pollack 
6. Street repaving — Sandy Miller 

B.    New Business 

1. Introduction of Board candidates — Brian Crowley 
2. Treasurer’s Report & Financial Review — Mima Falk  & Flo Lemke 
3. RHENA joining W3NA — Sandy Miller 
4. RHENA Mission Statement — Sandy Miller 
5. New Specific Neighborhood Plan — Maureen Pollack 
6. Announce election results — Brian Crowley 

C. Question and Answer period  

Adjourn meeting, 8:30 pm 

(The Board will stay after for individual questions.) 


