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Habitat for the Lesser Goldfinch
(Photo credit: Joan Gellatly)

Found to feed in weedy fields, budding treetops,

the brush of open areas and stream edges.

have a free eBird account. If you see an unusual
species, or one you think may be unusual,
report it to the Rare Bird Alert at 520-629-
0510 x3 or rarebirdalert@tucsonaudubon.
org. For highly unusual sightings, gather enough
information for evaluation by the Arizona Bird
Committee (abc.azfo.org).

the summer monsoon, mosquitoes that may
carry West Nile Virus. Be aware that your
surroundings could contain rattlesnakes, Gila
monsters, javelinas, coyotes, scorpions, and
other animals that should not be approached.
Watch where you step, reach, or sit. In the
summer, be aware that rain can cause flash
floods in usually-dry drainages, even if it is
not raining at your location. Please stay on
established roads and trails and always respect
private property.

|

to Mt. Lemmon later. Start at any of the
lowland sites along drainages (Woodland
Road, Tanque Verde Loop Road, Wentworth
Road, or Agua Caliente Park). Then drive up
the General Hitchcock Highway stopping at
places like Molino Basin, Bear Canyon, Rose
Canyon, any trailhead parking areas (the
Hummingbird Trail is a beautiful example), or
the village of Summerhaven. Check out the
ski area above Summerhaven and, when the
gate is open seasonally, drive to the top of
Mt. Lemmon.

The Santa Cruz River provides a fruitful

day of birding in any season, though in the
humid part of summer plan to start very early
and finish early. In cooler weather a good
combination would be to start with a walk
along the river at Crossroads at Silverbell
District Park in Marana then the Ina Road
Bridge. Spend the rest of the morning at
Sweetwater Wetlands. This trip can be done
by bicycle as well as by car. In summer,
birding at Sweetwater alone might use up all
your birding time.
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Lowell Park

Visit the Weed Patch and the Rillito River

at Swan Wetlands Ecosystem Restoration
Project early in the day because there is little
shade there. Then go on to Fort Lowell Park
to visit the pond and walk around the shady
areas of the park. Be sure to catch the view
from the east parking lot in late March and
early April around 8:30 a.m. for the Turkey
Vulture liftoff. You can hit McCormick Park
in between these two sites if you have time.

Gambel’s Quail

(Photo credit: Joan Gellatly)




