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REID PARK ZOO ANNOUNCES NEW YEAR BIRTH 
 

Reid Park Zoo rings in the New Year with the birth of a Baird’s tapir, born mid-day on January 4. While both the 
mom and male calf are healthy, the first-time mother, named Contessa, displayed poor maternal behavior. She 
was not nursing and displayed some aggression toward the calf.  For the safety and health of the offspring, he 
was removed from his mother, and is being hand-raised by Zoo Keepers. 
 
“Hand-rearing a baby at Reid Park Zoo is extremely rare,” said Jim Schnormeier, the Zoo’s Curator. “It is always 
preferable to leave offspring with the mother, and generally she would do a much better job than we could at 
providing nutrition and encouraging natural behavior. Unfortunately, in this case, that was not an option. For the 
best interest of the calf, we had to remove him.” 
 
Contessa’s delivery was highly anticipated. Her pregnancy lasted approximately 13 months, and both mother and 
calf were monitored closely by veterinary staff and Zoo Keepers. She received regular ultrasound and physical 
exams throughout her pregnancy. The healthy calf weighed just over 14 pounds at birth. 
 
The Baird’s tapir, native to Mexico and Central America, is often mistaken for a pig or anteater due to its unusual 
looking trunk-like snout. Baird’s tapirs are actually more closely related to rhinos and horses. Baird’s tapirs are 
endangered due to hunting, habitat destruction, and increasing human population.  
 
Contessa came to Reid Park Zoo specifically to breed with the Zoo’s male, Tupi, as part of a Species Survival 
Plan®, making this a significant birth for the captive population. Reid Park Zoo works in partnership with other 
facilities accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) to cooperatively manage threatened or 
endangered species, representing the Zoo's strong commitment to the conservation of wildlife. Responsible 
breeding is designed to maintain a healthy, genetically diverse, and demographically stable group of animals.  
 
Media  

 Unfortunately, viewing of the tapir in the Health Center is not possible at this time. 
 Two photos of the male tapir calf are attached. 
 Additional high resolution photos may be downloaded at: 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/reidparkzoo/sets/72157639532626373/ 
 
About Reid Park Zoo 
Reid Park Zoo is located in central Tucson within Reid Park. The Zoo is home to a diverse collection of 400 
animals, many of which are rare or endangered. Admission is $9 for adults and $5 for children ages 2 to 14. The 
Zoo is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. For information, call (520) 791-4022 or visit the Reid Park Zoo website 
at www.reidparkzoo.org.  
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