
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Armory Park Historic Zone Advisory Board 
LEGAL ACTION REPORT/ 

Meeting Minutes  
Monday, May 3, 2021, at 6:30PM 

 
 

AGENDA 

APHZAB 
P.O. Box 27210 

Tucson, Arizona 85726-7210 
(520) 791-4213 (Voice) 

(520) 791-2639 (TDD) 
(520) 791-4017 (FAX) 

 

1. Call to Order/Roll Call  
Meeting was called to order at 6:31 pm. A quorum was established with all 8 members of the board 
present: Ms. Sara Bachman-Williams, Mr. Tom Beal, Mr. John Burr, Ms. Helen Erickson, Mr. Glenn 
Furnier, Ms. Martha McClements, Mr. Pat O’Brien, and Mr. Maurice Roberts.  
COT staff: Ms. Jodie Brown, HPO. 
Guests: Ms. Hillary Van Alsburg, Exec. Dir. The Children’s Museum (TCM); Ms. Glenda Bonin, Ms. Jan 
Mulder.  

 
2. Approval of Minutes –March 16, 2021  

The LAR/ Minutes were distributed prior to the meeting. Mr. Roberts made a motion to approve the 
LAR/ Minutes as presented, seconded by Ms. Bachman-Williams. The motion was approved by roll-
call vote: 6 votes in favor; 0 opposed; 2 abstentions (for absence) by Mr. Beal and Mr. Furnier. 

 
3. Call to the audience  

Ms. Brown noted that she had received no written comments. No one spoke. 
 

4. Appeal of Director’s Decision Discussion 
 

a. Appeal of the Director’s Decision for HPZ 21-008, 200 S. Sixth Avenue, the Children’s 
Museum. 
The Chair, Ms. McClements outlined the process that precipitated the meeting and discussion. A 
brief overview of the findings of each of the three review boards/ committees was outlined. It was 
noted that a strong majority of the various reviewing members were against the proposal (9 to 4, 
in total) and also generally that neighborhood residents were largely against, while business 
interests were generally supportive of the proposal. Ms. McClements then asked for specific 
input from each of the board members present. Generally, the board concluded that the project 
as approved was inappropriate and not compatible with the building and site because it was not 
symmetrical in design as were all previous changes, that the new fence was too tall and should 
not use the non-historic courtyard fence as precedent, that any fence should be temporary not 
permanent, that the design plans were incomplete and did not address ongoing issues including 
landscape maintenance and retention, and that the south side of the site created the worst 
impacts to the historic district and zone. Several other specific points were discussed as being 
appropriate to include in any appeal. 



 
 
 
The Board then addressed its options going forward. Essentially, the board had three options: 1) 
formally appeal the Director’s Decision, 2) write a letter of concern to the responsible parties or 3) 
do nothing. The three options were discussed at length. It became clear that the only option to 
possibly reopen a review process that might lead to a more appropriate and historically 
compatible proposal would be to appeal the decision. Generally, all the board members were 
supportive of the Children’s Museum, its mission, and its successful reuse of a significant public 
historic resource. However, the Board also felt its “job” was to protect that resource, its integrity, 
and minimize negative impacts to it. It was noted that any appeal should address specific 
concerns with the approval decision and should be limited to issues within the board’s purview.  

 
Action Taken: The Board recommends filing an appeal of the Director’s Decision in the matter of 
HPZ 21-008 to Mayor and Council, following the appeals process as outlined in the code in a 
timely fashion, and in accordance with Historic Preservation Standards within its purview and 
addressing specifically the issues in the Director’s Decision. Motion made by Mr. Burr and 
seconded by Mr. Roberts. 
 
Motion was approved by roll-call vote: 7 votes in favor, 1 against (Mr. Beal). 

 
5. Call to the Audience 

 
• Ms. Van Alsburg noted that she respected the process the board was following, and its 

limitations. She is better aware of our concerns and spoke briefly of her understanding of 
some issues discussed in the meeting. She also thanked the board for its general support of 
the Children’s Museum. 

 
• Ms. Bonin spoke of her support of the Children’s Museum over time but was concerned that 

the fencing would be permanent and may create unfortunate impacts if retained by possible 
future users of the site, especially if the museum outgrew the site  in the near future. 

 
6. Future Agenda Items - Information Only  

 
Ms. Brown said she did not anticipate any specific items for the next scheduled meeting in May but 
would let us know. 

 
7. Adjournment  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:29 pm. 
 
The next scheduled APHZAB meetings are May 18, and/or June 22, 2021 

 
 
 
 


