
Jonathan Mabry - Re: 101 S Stone Building - Downtown Tucson 

  
There is a general relaxation of Standard #6, which references replacement of deteriorated features, to recognize that 
perfectly good windows are now routinely replaced, following the Energy Code, with windows purported to be energy 
saving proficient.  (even if not saving economically) the relaxation is found in the phrase: '... the new feature will 
match the old, in design, color , texture, and, where possible, materials."  As far as identifying a reference, I suggest 
visiting the NPS Technical Preservation services for the appropriate "Brief"  http://www.nps.gov/tps/how-to-
preserve.htm  The policy of the Rehabilitation Income Tax Credit program, which is perhaps the most stringent, is that 
windows above the first floor may use substitute material based in the notion that it won't be visually 
noticeable.  Similarly, they suggest, since it is more visible on a smaller building, that material should be 'in kind'.  It's 
more a mater of perception than authenticity. 
 
This office routinely has no problem, with double glazed metal clad wood windows, provided that the muntins appear 
to extend through the space between the two panes, in simulation of a real muntin.  The exception would be for 
windows made, on site. using wood planes with an oggee knife ( of which maybe a few exist in pre-revoulutionary 
New England).  But save for that rare exception, windows are a manufactured item, like plumbing fixtures, and are 
not 'site specific';  their value is as an element of the architectural composition, providing scale and proportion 
and 'grain' to a facade, in which their actual material, under a coat of paint (preferably factory finish) is of little 
importance to those aesthetic characteristics which qualify a building for listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places.   
 
Robert R Frankeberger AIA 
Architect, State Historic Preservation Office 
(602) 542-6943 
 
 

 
On Sep 5, 2014, at 9:37 AM, Daniela Lawrence wrote: 
 

Good Morning Robert, 
We are working on a project downtown Tucson on 101 S Stone Ave. It is called "The Old Pueblo Club" 
Building (built in 1908). It is under a National Register District (The Armory Park Neighborhood) and a 
local overlay zone called "Rio Nuevo District". 
La Frontera Partners LLC was awarded with a grant part of the Arizona Department of Housing 
(ADOH) “Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program” (2014 Qualified allocation plan) to convert the 
building in  thirty (30) apartments for homeless veterans 
The elevations are in good condition and will be preserved. The only exterior work that we are proposing 
is the replacement of the existing wood double hung windows. Their condition is poor, 90% are non 
operable due to pain glued on jams, their mechanism is missing or rotten wood. They don't meet rescue 
opening , ventilation or energy efficiency requirements, and ADOH standards. 
We are proposing to replace this windows with new Aluminum Clad, Wood Core, dual pane, low-e 
windows that will match the original look of the existing ones and preserve the existing openings. These 
windows will be Marvin Ultimate Double Hung, a wood extruded 
aluminum clad product that will look like the originals by having the same ogee lugs, brick mold, 
proportions and color of the existing ones. 
I have been working with Jonathan Mabry, and he supports us on this product.  
Do National Standards accept this kind of product in replacement of historic windows? 
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I would really appreciate if you can help me finding any documentation in which I can show the Tucson 
Historical Commission that this product is accepted by National Standards. 
As part of the design review process that we are going through, we are having a presentation on 
September 11th, to the Tucson Historical Commission. 
I have attached in this email the package that we have already sent to the City of Tucson. You will find in 
it elevations, pictures and specifications of the building and the windows. 
Thank you very much 
Daniela Lawrence 
 
--  
Arch. Daniela Sabrina Lawrence 
 
Project Manager 
Carhuff-Cueva Architect, LLC 
Phone: (520)-577-4560 
Cell: (757)-710-8827 
3149 E Prince Rd. #151 
Tucson, AZ 85716 
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