
	
  

	
  

	
  

September	
  15,	
  2015	
  

	
  
Chairman	
  Planning	
  Commission	
  
Peter	
  Gavin	
  	
  
City	
  of	
  Tucson	
  
201	
  N.	
  Stone	
  Ave,	
  3rd	
  Floor	
  
Tucson,	
  AZ	
  85701	
  
	
  
RE:	
  	
  UDC	
  Text	
  Amendment	
  
	
  
Chair	
  Gavin,	
  
	
  
I	
   am	
   writing	
   to	
   you	
   about	
   the	
   proposed	
   UDC	
   Text	
   Amendment	
   relating	
   to	
   flexible	
   lot	
   design	
  
standards.	
  In	
  general,	
  we	
  always	
  encourage	
  a	
  level	
  of	
  design	
  flexibility	
  so	
  that	
  builders	
  and	
  architects	
  
can	
  adjust	
  to	
  ever	
  changing	
  demands	
  of	
  the	
  market.	
  Often	
  restrictive	
  guidelines	
  slow	
  the	
  process	
  and	
  
add	
  unnecessary	
  steps	
  to	
  the	
  process	
  in	
  which	
  some	
  projects	
  end	
  up	
  dying	
  prior	
  to	
  even	
  reaching	
  a	
  
public	
  process.	
  We	
  believe	
   this	
   to	
  be	
  a	
   reasonable	
  change	
   that	
  adds	
  more	
  consistency	
   throughout	
  
the	
  City.	
   	
  The	
  IID	
  and	
  other	
  City	
  of	
  Tucson	
  documents	
  recognize	
  this	
  element	
  so	
  we	
  encourage	
  the	
  
same	
   process	
   within	
   the	
   UDC.	
   	
   Any	
   steps	
   that	
   can	
   be	
   taken	
   to	
   further	
   refine	
   and	
   streamline	
   the	
  
development	
  process	
  is	
  only	
  beneficial	
  for	
  all	
  parties	
  including	
  the	
  City	
  and	
  City	
  staff.	
  

We	
  encourage	
  the	
  City	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  next	
  appropriate	
  steps	
  necessary	
  to	
  make	
  this	
  important	
  change.	
  
Please	
  feel	
  free	
  to	
  contact	
  me	
  with	
  any	
  questions,	
  comments	
  or	
  concerns	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  have	
  
regarding	
  this	
  issue.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Sincerely,	
  
	
  

 
Amber	
  Smith,	
  MPA	
  
Executive	
  Director	
  
Metropolitan	
  Pima	
  Alliance	
  
	
  
CC:	
  	
   Jim	
  Mozzacco	
  
	
   Carolyn	
  Laurie	
  

Planning	
  Commission	
  


