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Issue – This public hearing item is to review amendments to the Unified Development Code 
(UDC) related to home-based hair salons and the home-occupation land use. Currently, hair 
salons, while commonly allowed as a home-occupation land use throughout the State, are 
prohibited. This amendment seeks to amend the UDC to allow for home-based hair salons in 
the City of Tucson and set the occupancy for home occupations to one client at a time and a 
maximum of ten per day. 
Recommendation – Staff recommends that the Planning Commission recommend approval 
of the Home-Based Hair Salons UDC Text Amendment to the City of Tucson Mayor and 
Council.  

Background – Home-based hair salons were allowed as a Home Occupation land use in the 
City of Tucson zoning code at one point. Later, they were prohibited to align with restrictions 
imposed by Pima County Wastewater due to concerns about chemicals and water safety. 
However, within the last 10 years, those restrictions were removed by Pima County 
Wastewater allowing for the removal of the prohibition in the UDC.  
On March 18, 2021, Council Member Kozachik and Vice Mayor Lee submitted a memo to the 
Clerk’s Office requesting a study session item for the April 20, 2021 meeting to discuss 
changing Tucson’s local restriction on home-based salons. Please see Attachment A for the 
memo. 
On April 20, 2021 the Mayor and Council held a study session to discuss home-based hair 
salons and to provide staff with direction on next steps. At that meeting, Mayor and Council 
directed staff to remove the restriction for home-based hair salons and to increase the 
occupancy for these businesses to one client at a time and a maximum of ten clients per day. 
Please see Attachment B for the Legal Action Report from the April 20, 2021 Mayor and 
Council study session.  
On May 19, 2021, the Planning Commission held a study session to review the proposed UDC 
code amendment related to home based hair salons. At this meeting they voted 9-0 to set the 
item for a Public Hearing on June 16, 2021. The commission recommended staff adjust the 
proposal so that all home based businesses were treated consistently, not just hair salons, and 
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to look into how to potentially address retail sales. Staff did review regulations related to retail 
sales and determined this would require the City to allow for retail sales in all home 
occupations and would potentially create traffic problems for those who live in those 
neighborhoods. This has been evidenced recently where we have seen an uptick in code 
enforcement cases as more people have moved goods to their home and have begun selling 
from there.  
Present Considerations – The following is a brief description of the proposed amendments to 
the UDC (see Attachment C for proposed text changes): 

1. Allow for hair salons as a home-occupation land use and set a maximum 
customers per day to ten for all home occupation businesses. 
Summary – Pursuant to Mayor and Council direction, the following amendments seek 
to allow for home based hair salons and to set to occupancy at ten clients per day, and 
only one client at a time. 
Current Regulation – Per UDC Section 4.9.7.E.14, hair salon is a prohibited use for 
home occupations. Per UDC Section 4.9.7.E.12m home occupation land uses are 
limited to “No more than five clients per day, and only one client at a time, shall be 
permitted on site.” 
Proposed Revision – Amend UDC to allow for a hair salon as a home occupation and 
to limit the occupancy of those businesses to no more than ten clients per day, and only 
one client at a time to be permitted on site for all home occupation businesses. 
 

Attachments: 
A – Memo from Council Member Kozachik and Vice Mayor Lee dated March 18, 2021 
B – Legal Action Report from April 20, 2021 Mayor and Council Study Session 
C – Draft Proposed Home-Based Hair Salons UDC Text Amendment 
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