
Dear City of Tucson Planning Commission, 

For more than 38 years, Primavera Foundation has provided a continuum of 
comprehensive community development programs providing pathways out of 
poverty through safe, affordable housing, workforce development, and 
neighborhood revitalization. As a  Community Housing Development Organization 
(CHDO) we provide a diverse continuum of safe, accessible, affordable housing 
options for the most marginalized members of the community, including shelters, 
permanent rental housing for singles, couples, and families, as well as single 
family homes for first time homebuyers who have experienced multi-generational 
barriers to building wealth. We work very closely with neighborhoods where we 
develop and manage single and multifamily rental and homeownership housing 
communities to ensure that our housing is adding value to the residents living 
there as well as to the entire neighborhood.  

As a provider of eviction prevention and rapid re-housing program options, we are 
made aware, each day, of the devastating impact the affordable, accessible 
housing crisis has on residents of the City of Tucson and Pima County. Since last 
year, local rent costs have jumped by at least 7.1% and renters are facing 
evictions and/or quickly rising rents that low to moderate-income renters are simply 
not able to meet.  

We therefore support the City of Tucson’s proposed Accessory Dwelling 
Units (ADU’s) amendment to the Unified Development Code (UDC). ADU’s 
can provide one more accessible, affordable housing option for low to moderate 
income residents, including seniors aging in place, multi-generational families, 
young adults, and low wage workers struggling to find affordable housing. ADU’s, 
when constructed using green technologies, will assist in limiting sprawl through 
infill development while also strengthening community climate resiliency. ADU’s 
offer more diversity in affordable housing options, and can provide supplemental 
income to low income homeowners struggling to remain in their homes. And, 
ADU’s offer another tool for stimulating and strengthening our local economy. 

The COVID-19 pandemic has brutally reminded us that Home Matters. May our 
community use this opportunity to be creative and innovative through an 
amendment to the UDC to allow the construction of Accessory Dwelling Units. 
Because a healthy, safe, and resilient Tucson requires that all of us have a safe 
place to call home.  

Sincerely, 

Peggy Hutchison 
Chief Executive Officer 
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AIA Southern Arizona is the expert voice for the profession and promotes the  
value of architecture in our region. We advocate. We educate. We inspire. 

 
American Institute of Architects Southern Arizona 

1830 East Broadway, #124-210 
Tucson, AZ  85719 

 
September 14, 2021         
 
City of Tucson 
Planning Commission 
Planning and Development Services 
P.O. Box 27210 
Tucson, AZ 85726-7210 
PlanningCommission@tucsonaz.gov 
 
Dear Planning Commission, 
 
The American Institute of Architects Southern Arizona chapter is submitting this letter in 
support of the proposed text amendments to the Unified Development Code (UDC) related to 
Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) as proposed at the Planning Commission Public Hearing on July 
28, 2021. 
 
As the advisory commission for the Mayor and Council, Planning and Development Services 
Department, and Housing and Community Development Department on the adoption of long-
range plans, policies, specific plans, and regulations that affect development throughout the 
City, we are asking you to consider the goals and priorities of the overall city and recommend to 
Mayor and Council the adoption of the proposed text amendments.  
 
This is a pivotal moment in our community to implement a “change” that will have a positive 
lasting impact on our community and region.  We must advocate and champion the greater 
good and reframe the conversation for the community around the value these changes will 
bring and not allow a small number of opposing voices to derail progress. 
 
The community has voiced their priorities as well as how these text amendments can begin to 
address identified goals.  We, not just the Mayor and Council or City staff, but the greater we, 
heard from 400+ attendees at seven public meetings, from many online comments / survey 
responses, and from eight ADU stakeholder meetings comprised of 40 members.   
 

mailto:PlanningCommission@tucsonaz.gov


There is also alignment and similarities with the priorities and goals that were identified by the 
community in the four budget town hall meetings that Mayor Romero conducted earlier this 
year - prior to the budget being approved. 
Of the eight goals identified by the ADU stakeholder group, these proposed text amendments 
meet and address goals one thru six.  
 
Goal seven and eight we hope will be addressed through addition conversations with the 
community.  Thoughtful design that considers appropriate scale and massing with adjacent 
residences is how our neighborhoods character will be retained. 
 
We also encourage and hope that you will consider additional revisions at a future date to 
modify existing setbacks and height limitations.  
 
We urge the Planning Commission to recommend approval to the Mayor and Council of the as 
proposed text amendments related to Accessory Dwelling Units. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Tatyana L. Bresler, AIA    
Board President 
American Institute of Architects 
Southern Arizona Chapter 
 
 
 
CC: Mayor and Council 

City Clerk 
 City Manager 

ADU Stakeholder Group 
 Planning and Development Services 
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