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Tucson-Pima County Historical Commission 
Plans Review Subcommittee 

 
LEGAL ACTION REPORT 

 
Thursday, July 22, 2021 

 
Pursuant to safe practices during the COVID-19 pandemic, all in-person meetings are 
cancelled until further notice. This meeting was held virtually to allow for healthy practices 
and social distancing. The meeting was accessible at provided link to allow for 
participating virtually and/or calling in. 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 
 

Meeting called to order at 1:02 P.M., and per roll call, a quorum was established. 
 
Commissioners Present: Savannah McDonald (Acting Chair), Jim Sauer, Joel Ireland, and  
Carol Griffith 
 
Commissioners Absent/Excused: Terry Majewski, Jan Mulder, and Rikki Riojas  
  
Applicants/Public Present: Bob Lanning and Richard Woodruff.  
 
Staff Present: Michael Taku, Jodie Brown, and Christopher Minniti (PDSD).  
 

2. Approval of Legal Action Report for the Meeting of 7-8-2021 
 
Motion: It was moved by Commissioner Ireland to approve the Legal Action Report for 
the meeting of 7-8-2021 as submitted. 
  
Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion. 

  
The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote of 4-0. (Commissioners Majewski, 
Mulder, and Riojas absent) 
 

3. Historic Landmark Review Cases 
UDC Section 5.8/TSM 9-02.0.0/Historic District Design Guidelines/Revised Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines 
 
3a.  HPZ 21-042, 430 W Simpson (T21CM04039) 

Barrio Historico Historic Preservation Zone  
Master suite addition and remodel. 
Contributing Resource/Rehabilitation Standards 

 
 

Staff Brown introduced the project and noted for the record that the BHHZAB 
reviewed on 7/12/21 and recommended approval as presented.  
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Bob Lanning from Lanning Architecture along with Richard Woodruff presented 
the project. 

 
Discussion was held. Action was taken. 

  
Original Motion: Commissioner Ireland moved to recommend approval as 
proposed, except for on the front two windows where the proposal [indicated] 
shorter windows that there be some demarcation where the lower sill was, which 
may be flat stucco, and then the four other areas. The back porch as we 
discussed. 
 
Motion not seconded, thus, motion failed. 

  
  
New Motion: Commissioner Ireland moved to recommend approval as 
proposed, with the following conditions/notes: (1) omit the stucco on the front 
porch slump blocks; (2) provide different stucco finish on the new addition as 
opposed to the existing house; (3) that there be no control joint on the north 
elevation; (4) accept setbacks as presented; (5) the north façade should show 
where the window is being covered up with a setback in the wall; and (6) approve 
windows on the south side of the porch as proposed with flat demarcation of 
where the old sill was, same for the window on the east side. 

  
Commissioner Griffith seconded the motion. 
 
The motion passed by a roll call vote of 3-1. (Commissioners Ireland, Griffith, and 
McDonald-Aye, Commissioner Sauer-Nay [Commissioners Majewski, Mulder, 
and Riojas absent] 

 3b.  812, 814, and 818 E Speedway; 1036, 1040-1050, 1052 N Euclid 
 West University Historic Preservation Zone  

Relocation/demolition of 6 houses for proposed new construction.   
Courtesy Review/Contributing Resources/ Rehabilitation Standards  

 
 

At the request of the applicant(s), case was withdrawn from the agenda prior to 
the meeting. 

.   
No action was taken. 

  
 
  

 
4.        Armory Park Historic Preservation Zone (APHPZ) Design Guidelines 

UDC Section 5.8/TSM 9-02.7.2. A-D/Historic Preservation Zone Design 
Guidelines/Revised Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines 

 
4a. Update on the proposed revisions to the existing APHPZ Design 

Guidelines.  
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Staff Brown noted that there is no update; APHZAB has a scheduled meeting for 
7/28/21. No action was taken. 

 
5.        Current Issues for Information/Discussion 
 

5a. Minor Reviews  
 
Staff Taku reported on a recent minor review for a fence in West University at 1056 
N. Herbert Ave. He is working on 7 upcoming reviews and needs volunteers for 
next week: 704 S. Isabel Ave. for fence in the Barrio; 537 S. 4th Ave. in Armory 
Park for solar panels; 3016 E. Broadway for mural sign on Historic Landmark on 
Broadway and Country Club; 125 E. 16th St for fence in Armory Park; 545 E. 
University for security fence in West University; 245 E 4th St. in West University for 
roof leaks, window cooler, and relocating cooling system; and 3040 N. Main Ave 
in El Presidio for new spiral stair. Reviews take 15 minutes and are virtual. Staff 
Taku will send out list to everyone to get volunteers scheduled. Commissioner 
McDonald and commissioner Ireland expressed availability to help. 
 

  
5b. Appeals 
  

Staff Taku noted there are no pending appeals. Children’s Museum appeal already 
went to Mayor and Council. 

 
 

5c. Zoning Violations 
 
Staff Taku noted that they continue to work on violations that come through. One 
to note is at 1110 E. Speedway, a contributing house with a lot of changes without 
review. West University has heard and has continued the project and will be going 
back next month, and then to PRS as part of the review/approval process. 
 

5d. Review Process Issues 
 

Commissioner Griffith noted concerned about cumulative modifications and 
requested guidance on the issue, especially when considering the recently 
reviewed project on University. The main concern being that a lot of little changes 
over time can add up to make a major impact on the property, and that can set 
precedent for other projects in the neighborhood. Commissioner Griffith would 
like discussion and guidance on that, and Staff Brown agreed to put it on the 
agenda for August 12 as an open discussion item. Staff Brown reiterated the 
issue of cumulative impact of changes with today’s reviewed project, but it is a 
relevant issue for a lot of projects. Sanborn maps may be helpful, but are limited, 
and provide no information regarding doors and windows. 
  
Commissioner Ireland asked whether commissioners can/should visit projects 
under review for information prior to the meeting. He used a previous project as 
an example, 420 E. Speedway, in which he had walked by afterward and already 
saw construction work started. Knowing that might have provided an additional 
perspective during his review. He noted that being in-person gives a much 
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different view than photos. Staff Brown noted that commissioners are welcome to 
visit the project site but must not go as a group and must stay in the public right- 
of-way. She mentioned any discussions with property owners need to be noted 
during the review, and she encouraged site visits especially for complicated sites. 
Commissioner Sauer mentioned that prior to COVID-19, most commissioners 
attempted to visit the project sites. Staff Taku noted it is allowed and 
recommended for commissioners to visit project sites prior to the review and that 
minor reviews will also eventually go back to on-site meetings. 
 
Farewell messages were conveyed to Commissioner Sauer for time served and 
wishes of success.   
 

6.        Summary of Public Comments (Information Only) 
 

No comments were received.  
 

7.       Future Agenda Items for Upcoming Meetings  
 

Staff Brown noted that the Euclid and Speedway project will be coming up for a 
courtesy review and two more Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) projects will be 
coming up soon.   
 
The next scheduled meeting is August 12, 2021.  PRS meetings to be conducted 
virtually until further notice. 
 

8.      Adjournment 
 

This marks Commissioner Sauer’s final meeting. His years of service, time, 
energy, guidance, and example are appreciated, and he is encouraged by Staff 
Brown to join an advisory board to keep him involved in historic preservation.  
 
Staff Taku thanked Commissioner Sauer on behalf of PDSD and COT for his 
volunteer time to improve historic preservation, many motions, 
recommendations, and reviews of the most complicated projects, which greatly 
influenced the decisions made.  
 
Commissioner Sauer expressed gratitude for the opportunity and optimism about 
the future direction of the commission. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 2:20 P.M. 
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