
		
		

		
		

Historic   Landmark   Nomination   Proposal   General   Information   
    
 	 	
		
		

OVERVIEW:   
    
Historic   zoning   is   a   zoning   overlay   which   is   added   to   the   base   zoning   of   a   specific   tract   of   land   (for   
example   (HR-1).   This   zoning   overlay   can   apply   to   local   historic   preservation   zones   (HPZs)   and   historic   
landmarks   (HLs).   
    
Designating   an   HL   is   a   two   part   process.   First,   the   proposed   HL   is   subject   to   a   historical   designation  
review   process.   The    Steps   to   Establish   or   Amend   a   Historic   Preservation   Zone   or   Historic   
Landmark    (Article   5.8.4   UDC)   are   as   follows:   
    

1.)   Nomination   Proposal   Package    prepared   by   applicant   and   submitted   to   City   of     
Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Office.   (Requirements   regarding   Nomination   Proposal   can   
be   found   in   SUBMITTAL   CHECKLIST   p.3)   

    
2.)   Applicant   attends   a    Historical   Commission   Nomination   Review    and   presents     

the   Nomination   Proposal   and   any   other   evidence   of   historical   significance   and   integrity   in   
a   public   meeting.   

    
3.)   The   Mayor   and   Council   review    the   project   and   the   recommendations   and     

decide   whether   to   initiate   the   designation   process.   
    

4.)   Rezoning   Process   
    
  

WHERE   TO   APPLY:   
    

City   of   Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Office:   
Jonathan   Mabry,   PhD   |   Historic   Preservation   Officer     
jonathan.mabry@tucsonaz.gov   |   Phone:   (520)   837-6965   
  

Jennifer   Levstik,   M.A.   |   Preservation   Lead   Planner     
jennifer.levstik@tucsonaz.gov   |   Phone:   (520)   837-6961   
  

310   N.   Commerce   Park   Loop,   Santa   Rita   Bldg   •   PO   Box   27210   •   Tucson,   AZ   85726-7210   
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SUBMITTAL   REQUIREMENTS:   
    
Refer   Submittal   Checklist.   Complete   Application   Forms,   and   supplemental   materials.   
    
THE   FOLLOWING   CRITERIA   ARE   CONSIDERED   WHEN   REVIEWING   A   CITY   HISTORIC   
NOMINATION   APPLICATION:   
    
Historic   Landmark:   
An   HL   shall   include   historic   sites,   buildings,   and   structures,   as   defined   in   Section   11.4.9,   and   which   are   
individually   listed   or   individually   eligible   for   listing   in   the   National   Register   of   Historic   Places   at   the   local,   
state,   or   national   level   of   significance.   Properties   that   meet   the   aforementioned   criteria   may   be   proposed   
for   designation   as   an   HPZ   Contributing   Property   or   Historic   Landmark.   
  

Historic   Landmark   
A   historic   site   or   structure   of   the   highest   historic,   cultural,   architectural,   or   archaeological   importance   to   
Tucson   that   if   demolished   or   significantly   altered   would   constitute   an   irreplaceable   loss   to   the   quality   and   
character   of   Tucson.    A   Historic   Landmark   is   an   outstanding   or   unique   example   of   architectural   style;   is   
associated   with   a   major   historic   event,   activity,   or   person;   or   has   unique   visual   quality   and   identification.   
A   Historic   Landmark   may   be   located   within   the   boundaries   of   or   outside   a   historic   district.   
  

Historic   Site   or   Historic   Structure   
A   building,   structure,   object,   or   site,   including   vegetation   or   signs   located   on   the   premises,   that:   

● Dates   from   a   particular   significant   period   in   Tucson's   history,   i.e.,   prehistoric,   native   indigenous,   
Pre-Colonial   (before   1775),   Spanish   Frontier   (Colonial)   (1775-1821),   Mexican   Frontier   
(1821-1853),   Territorial   (1854-1912),   Post-Territorial   (1912-1920),   or   Post-World   War   I   
Development   (1920-1945),   or   relates   to   events,   personages,   or   architectural   styles   that   are   at   
least   50   years   old;   however,   outstanding   examples   less   than   50   years   old   should   be   evaluated   on   
their   own   merits;   and   

● Is   associated   with   the   lives   of   outstanding   historic   personages;   or   
● Is   associated   with   significant   historic   events   or   occurrences;   or   
● Exemplifies   the   architectural   period   in   which   it   was   built   and   has   distinguishing   characteristics   of   

an   architectural   style   or   method   of   construction   or   is   the   notable   work   of   a   master   builder,   
designer,   or   architect   whose   individual   genius   influenced   his/her   age;   or   

● Contributes   information   of   archaeological,   historic,   cultural,   or   social   importance   relating   to   the   
heritage   of   the   community;   or   

● Relates   positively   to   buildings   in   its   immediate   vicinity   in   terms   of   scale,   size,   massing,   etc.,   such   
that   its   removal   would   be   an   irreparable   loss   to   the   setting.   

    
For   Zoning   and   Subdivision   review,   the   Unified   Development   Code   (UDC)   applies   to   this   application.    If   
you   feel   the   Land   Use   Code   (LUC)   should   apply,   please   consult   with   Zoning   review   staff.    Applicable  
timeframes   can   be   provided   at   your   request   or   found   in   Administrative   Manual   Sec.   3-02   or   found   on   our   
website   at    http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd.    For   information   about   applications   or   applicable   policies   and   
ordinance,   please   contact   Frank   Dillon   at   837-6957.   
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By   state   law,   we   cannot   initiate   a   discussion   with   you   about   your   rights   and   options,   but   we   are   happy   to   
answer   any   questions   you   might   have.   
  
  

  
  

Historic   Landmark   Nomination   Proposal   Application   
    
    
  

  
Date   Submitted:     May   25,   2021   

  
PROPERTY   LOCATION   INFORMATION   
  

Project   Name:   Joesler,   Josias   Thomas   -   Loerpabel,   W.H.   House     
  

Property   Address:   306   North   Longfellow   Avenue   (Colonial   Estates,   Poets   Corner)   
  

Architect/Designer:   Joesler   Josias   Thomas,   Architect     
  

Builder:     
  

Plat   Name:   Colonial   Estates,   Lot   7   &   S19'   LOT   6   &   WLY   20.50'   LOT   8   BLK   2   
  

Pima   County   Parcel   Number/s:   126-07-099C   &   126-07-098A Parcel   Use:   Residential     
  

APPLICANT   INFORMATION   
    
APPLICANT   NAME: Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Foundation   
    
ADDRESS: PO   Box   40008,   Tucson,   Arizona,   85717   
    
PHONE: 520-247-8969   
    
EMAIL: info@preservetucson.org   
    
PROPERTY   OWNER   NAME: Benjamin   and   Sarah   Fortna   
    
PHONE:     FAX:    (            )   ________   -   ____________   
  
  

SIGNATURE   OF   OWNER   _____________________________________________   Date   _____________   
  
  

SIGNATURE   OF   APPLICANT   (if   not   owner)_______________________________   Date   _____________     
    

  
AREA   TO   BE   REZONED   
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ACRES:   .43     
    

Existing   Zoning: R-1     Proposed   Zoning:   HLR-1   
    

CHECKLIST   FOR   HISTORIC   LANDMARK   NOMINATION   PROPOSAL   
    
⊠ Fee    $330.00   (Base   Fee)   +   Variable   Fees   
    
⊠   A   completed   Historic   Nomination   Proposal   Application   (a   blank   form   is   attached   to   this   document).     

Completely   fill   in   all   fields   on   the   nomination   application   form.    The   Assessor’s   No.   and   the   complete   Legal   Description   
can   be   found   by   contacting   the   Pima   County   Recorder’s   Office   ( http://www.asr.pima.gov/ )   

    
⊠   A   completed   National   Register   of   Historic   Places   form   or   nomination   or   a   State   of   Arizona   Historic     

Property   Inventory   Form   
    

  Pima   County   Assessor’s   Maps   showing   properties   within   500’   of   the   designation   request   
    
⊠   Pima   County   Assessor’s   Record   
    
⊠   Color   labeled   photographs   showing   full   exterior   views,   including   all   elevations,   setting,   outbuildings,     

and   details   of   structural   and   landscape   features   
    
⊠   Reproductions   (high   quality   photocopies   acceptable)   of   historical   photographs   
    
⊠   A   dimensioned,   scaled   site   plan   or   survey   of   the   site   and   the   location/placement   of   all     

buildings/structures   on   the   site.   
    
⊠   A   scaled   map   of   the   site   outlining   the   geographic   boundaries   of   the   proposed   area   
    

*All   plans,   maps   and   other   figures   should   be   clearly   identified.    All   figures,   including   drawings,   plans   and   maps,   (excluding   
photographs,   see   above   requirements)   should   be   of   a   standard   size   (8.5”by   11”,   or   11”   by   17”).   

    
A   list   of   proposed   Neighborhood   Advisory   Board   Members    (If   nominating   a   Historic   Preservation   Zone)   

    
WRITTEN   REPORT   
  
⊠   Property   Description   
    

● Present   and   original   (if   known)   physical   appearance   and   characteristics.     
● A   complete,   detailed   architectural   description   of   all   elevations   of   the   exterior   of   the   building   and   a   complete   description   of   

all   the   site   elements   
● A   description   of   the   interior   features   should   also   be   included.     
● A   brief   description   of   the   surrounding   neighborhood   or   natural   environment   and   its   development,   including   relevant   

features   such   as   neighboring   buildings,   natural   features,   topography,   major   roadway,   etc.     
● A   complete   description   of   the   alterations   to   the   exterior   of   the   building   must   be   included   as   well.   

    
⊠   Statement   of   Significance   and   Integrity   
    

● A   chronological   list   of   prior   owners   
● Chronology   of   past   uses   
● Information   on   historically   significant   events   which   occurred   at   the   location   
● Information   on   architect,   landscape   architect,   builder,   contractor   and   any   craftsmen   who   worked   on   the   on   the   site     
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● The   project’s   historic   context,   and   explain   how   the   building   fits   into   the   history   of   the   city   and   the   neighborhood.   
    
⊠   Complete   Bibliography   
  
  

  

  
Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   Photo   By   GMVargas   for   Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Foundation   

  
Property   Description   
    

The   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   was   designed   by   architect   Josias   Joesler   for   himself   and   his   
wife   in   1936.   The   house   and   grounds   are   significant   within   the   area   of   Architecture   as   an   
example   of   Joesler’s   Regional   Eclectic   style.   Regional   Eclectic   is   described   in   the   National   
Register   of   Historic   Places   Multiple   Property   Documentation   Form    Residential   Architecture   of   
John   and   Helen   Murphey   and   Josias   Joesler   in   Tucson,   Arizona   1927-1956    as   “residences   that   
illustrate   Joesler’s   experimentation   with   the   blending   of   Spanish   Colonial   Revival   and   Pueblo   
Revival   styles,   as   well   as   the   influence   of   Mexican   art   and   architecture.   These   residences   were   
generally   placed   on   larger   lots   within   subdivisions   [...]”     
  

The   house   is   constructed   of   adobe   masonry   with   a   stucco   covering   and   skillfully   placed   on   the   
lot   to   create   a   sense   of   seclusion   and   rambling   grandeur   while   maintaining   views   of   the   Santa   
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Catalina   Mountains.   The   resulting   effect   of   the   garden   patios,   northern   natural   desert   scrub   
landscape   and   distinctive   elevations   is   a   romantic   rambling   residence   that   embodies   Tucson’s   
sense   of   place.   The   house   was   built   on   a   north-south   axis   with   the   garage   wing   projecting   
southwest   and   creating   an   open   crescent   or   j-shape   plan.   Both   principal   public   façades   (west   
and   south)   retain   the   majority   of   their   original   character   and   have   sufficient   integrity   to   convey   
significance.     
  

The   characteristic   details   of   the   rambling   design   are   distinctive   textures,   geometric   massing,   
form,   rhythm,   and   fenestration.   The   elevations   of   these   designs   embrace   geometry,   hard   
corners,   and   strong   linear   attenuation.   The   house   epitomizes   Joesler’s   ability   to   design   “refined   
rustication.”    The   property   is   one   of   a   handful   of   Joesler   projects   from   the   mid-to-late-1930s   that   
are   stylistically   unique,   blending   pueblo   and   Spanish   revival   with   strong   geometric   form   and   
International   Style   and/or   Art   Moderne;   these   houses   including   the   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   
arch   towards   the   International   but   remain   rooted   in   Regional   Eclectic.     
  

The   property   is   believed   eligible   for   listing   on   the   National   Register   of   Historic   Places.     
  

  
Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   under   construction,   1936,   Courtesy   UA   CAPLA   -   Jeffery   

Setting   
The   adobe,   1936   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   is   located   in   Colonial   Estates   Subdivision   (1930)   in   
the   Peter   Howell   neighborhood   northeast   of   the   intersection   of   Broadway   Boulevard.   The   house   
is   located   on   corner   lots   6   and   7   of   Block   2   east   of   the   Country   Club   Heights   Subdivision   with   

Planning   &   Development   Services   Department   (PDSD)   -   201   N.   Stone   Avenue   
P.O.   Box   27210   -   Tucson,   AZ   85726-7210   

Telephone:   (520)   791-5550   -   Fax:   (520)   791-5852   
Website:    www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd   

Email:   DSD_zoning_administration@tucsonaz.gov   
    

6   

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd


the   house   centered   on   the   southern   lot   at   306   North   Longfellow   Avenue.   From   the   road,   the   
house   is   set   back   within   a   large   open-walled   patio   yard   and   presents   an   impressive   stepped   
facade   of   stark   white   plaster   walls   and   blue   trim.   The   northern   edge   of   the   formal   garden   patio   is   
defined   by   an   open   arcade.   From   East   Poe   Street   the   one   car   garage   and   exterior   stairs   are   the   
principal   feature.   
  

The   combination   of   the   urban   midtown   location   and   unique   architecture,   the   work   of   a   locally   
recognized   architectural   master   create   an   important   interwar   example   of   an   architectural   style   
skewing   towards   the   International.   At   the   time   of   construction,   the   house   showcased   an   
example   of   progressive   architecture   within   a   traditional   suburban   context.     
  

As   noted   in    Josias   Joesler:   An   Architecture   Eclectic    the   online   website   hosted   by   the   University   
of   Arizona:   “In   1936,   Joesler   built   his   second   Tucson   house   in   a   mid-valley   lot   that   took   up   
one-third   of   a   city   block.   Now   named   the   Joesler/Loerpabel   House,   this   house,   like   his   first,   
became   another   opportunity   for   experimentation   with   new   forms,   materials,   and   styles.   In   this   
house,   Joesler   flirted   with   the   clean,   unadorned   International   Style,   introduced   by   European   
architects   like   LeCorbusier   and   interpreted   regionally   by   architects   such   as   Irving   Gill   in   San   
Diego,   with   whom   Joesler   was   undoubtedly   familiar.   These   architects,   along   with   many   others,   
abstracted   the   vernacular   forms   of   the   multi-storied   masses   of   both   the   Pueblo   and   North   
African   architecture   as   precedents   for   their   interpretation   of   the   Modern/International   Style   in   the   
1920s   and   30s.   These   influences   can   be   easily   seen   in   the   clean   arches   and   massing   of   the   
Joesler/Loerpabel   House,   as   well   as   the   lack   of   any   of   the   ornamentation   that   characterized   his   
earlier   Spanish   Colonial   Revival   buildings.   Joesler   remained   consistent   with   the   vocabulary   of   
each   of   the   styles   he   designed,   from   the   intimately   ornamented   Spanish   Colonial   Revival   to   the   
clean   aesthetic   of   the   Modern/International.”   
  

  
Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   west   elevation   and   open   arcade,   c.   1936   
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The   gardens,   outdoor   patios,   setbacks,   materials,   and   expressive   geometric   design   combine   to   
create   an   outstanding   example   of   mid-1930s   suburban   development   occurring   in   Tucson.   The   
dramatic   street-facing   facade   combines   with   clean   architectural   simplicity   on   the   interior   spaces   
to   create   something   unique.   The   exterior   backyard   consists   of   private   and   utility   patios.   A   small   
second-story   room   accessed   by   outside   stairs   is   topped   with   a   weathervane   in   the   shape   of   a   
bow   and   arrow.   The   home   is   both   physical   and   allegorical   references   to   the   vernacular   building   
traditions   and   culture   of   the   southwest   and   a   direct   response   to   the   extreme   desert   climate   of   
the   Sonoran   Desert.   The   design   features   create   a   sense   of   place   that   was   envisioned   by   
Joesler   for   the   property   and   controlled   through   a   comprehensive   site   design.     

  

  
Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   west   elevation,   c.   1936.   

  
Exterior   
The   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   is   a   two-story   example   of   Joesler’s   Regional   Eclectic   style   and   
retains   sufficient   integrity   to   convey   its   significance.    The   details,   fixtures,   and   finishes   are   
typical   of   those   associated   with   Joesler.   The   detailing   captures   and   showcases   his   distinctive   
style   and   the   combination   of   textured   material,   hand-crafted   ornamentation,   setbacks,   and   
recessions   highlight   his   architectural   skill   and   masterfully   restrained   residential   conception.     
  

The   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   retains   the   classic   Joesler   winged   design   with   windows   that   
allow   light   and   views   of   the   outdoor   landscape.   Except   for   the   missing   covered   entry   patio   and   
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changes   to   the   garden,   all   of   the   original   Joesler   design   features,   elevations,   and   visual   
approach   to   the   house   remain   intact.     
  
  

  
Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   west   elevation,   aerial,   c.   1936   (Fortna   Collection)   

  
  

The   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   exhibits   design   elements   that   are   key   aspects   of   Joesler’s   
residential   portfolio   including   mud   adobe   covered   in   stucco,   a   prominent   chimney,   and   interior   
space   arranged   around   a   fireplace   and   built-in   shelving.   A   large   wooden   entry   door   is   used   as   a   
focal   point   of   both   the   exterior   and   interior   space.   The   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   features   all   of   
these   components,   as   well   as   stained   polished   concrete   that   is   the   most   distinctive   flooring   type   
used   by   Joesler.   
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   Living   Room   looking   into   Dining   Room,   

  Photo:   Bill   Sears,   Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Foundation   Archive.   1958   
  

West   Elevation,    (primary   public   facade)     
The   west   elevation   of   the   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   is   primarily   the   street-facing   façade.   The   
massing   and   geometry   are   broken   into   four   primary   rectilinear   forms   with   an   asymmetrical   
entrance   sequence   to   the   north   of   the   center.   The   four   elements   from   north   to   south   are   the   
open   pergola   arcade,   the   stepped   entrance   façade,   the   breezeway   and   second-story   room,   and   
the   garage   wing.   The   façade   is   stark   white   with   minimal   origination,   casement   windows,   and   a   
few   decorative   details   including   a   post   and   lintel   system   over   the   breezeway   and   the   iron   
weathervane.   In   the   breezeway   is   a   built-in   bench.   The   use   of   horizontal   geometric   forms   and   
planes   is   a   design   convention   that   carries   throughout   the   house.     
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   Kitchen   Door,   

  Photo:   Bill   Sears,   Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Foundation   Archive,   1958   
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   1958   Studio   Addition,   Architectural   Designer,   Veronica   Hugart,   

  Photo:   Bill   Sears,   Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Foundation   Archive,   1958     
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South   Elevation .   (secondary   public   façade)     
The   south   elevation,   facing   Poe   Street,   is   the   secondary   public   façade   which   is   focused   around   
garden   site   walls   that   open   to   a   one-car   garage   and   with   double,   paneled   wooden   carriage   
doors   each   with   six   light   glass   window   panes   in   the   upper   third.   On   the   east   side   of   the   garage   
is   an   outdoor   staircase   to   the   second   floor.   The   garage   wing   is   on   a   southwest-northwest   axis   
and   is   set   back   from   the   road   creating   a   shallow   driveway   and   providing   privacy   to   the   front   
garden.   The   kitchen   wall   also   faces   south;   the   original   iron   gate   door   was   removed   from   the   
hinges   c.   2010,   but   is   in   storage   on   the   property   and   the   current   owners   plan   to   re-install   them.     

  

    
   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   Arcade   and   1958   Studio   Addition   

  Photo:   Bill   Sears,   Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Foundation   Archive,   1958     
  

North   Elevation .   (primary   private   facade)     
The   north   elevation   is   a   combination   of   an   open   arcade   with   6   arches   and   the   1958   studio   
addition.   The   simple   geometric   façade   includes   a   chimney   and   large   picture   window   looking   
north   to   the   Santa   Catalina   Mountains,   a   convention   often   used   by   designer   Veronica   Hughart   in   
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her   projects.   The   north   edge   of   the   arcade   includes   a   gate   that   leads   to   the   natural   vegetation   
and   swimming   pool.     

  
East   Elevation    (secondary   private   facade)     
The   east   elevation   is   the   primary   kitchen   patio   and   service   yard.   It   is   accessed   through   the   
breezeway,   house,   or   gate.   The   stairs   to   the   second   floor   are   integrated   into   the   southeast   wall   
of   the   garage   wing.   The   geometric   façade   is   part   of   the   overall   comprehensive   design.     

  
Interior   Features   
The   City   of   Tucson   Historic   Landmark   designation   does   not   regulate   the   interior   of   privately   
owned   property.   However,   the   interior   of   the   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   are   both   outstanding   
examples   of   Joeslers   interior   architectural   conception   and   retain   a   high   degree   of   integrity.    The   
polished   concrete   floors,   wood   beam   ceilings,   white   plaster   walls,   geometrically   sculptured   
fireplaces,   and   archways   are   all   distinctive   character-defining   features   that   should   be   retained.   
Both   the   interior   and   exterior   are   of   “special   historical   and   aesthetic   interest.”   Changes   to   any   
interior   details   of   the   home   should   be   reviewed   under   the   Historic   Landmark   designation.     
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   1958   Studio   Addition,   Architectural   Designer,   Veronica   Hugart,   
  Photo:   Bill   Sears,   Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Foundation   Archive,   1958     

    
The   details   of   the   interior   showcase   the   limited   material   palette   that   is   masterfully   used   to   
capture   an   elegant   Southwestern   sensibility.   The   carefully‑framed   views   of   the   surrounding   
landscape   celebrate   the   natural   environment   and   create   a   juxtaposition   between   the   refined   
interior   and   lush   gardens.   The   plan   is   a   simple   zonal   design.   The   public   living   spaces:   living   
room   and   dining   room   are   the   center   of   the   house;   connected   to   exterior   patios   and   outdoor   
spaces.   The   bedrooms   are   off   a   small   hallway;   the   kitchen,   service   yard,   and   garage   make   up   
the   service   “wing”   of   the   house.   The   interior   of   the   residence   responds   to   the   site   with   views   of   
the   landscape.   The   house   retains   its   original   fireplaces,   special   configuration,   and   original   room   
articulation.     
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   North   Arcade,   
  Photo:   Bill   Sears,   Tucson   Historic   Preservation   Foundation   Archive.   1958   

  
Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   garden,   c.   1936   Courtesy   UA   CAPLA   -   Jeffery   
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   garden,   c.   1938   Courtesy   UA   CAPLA   -   Jeffery   

  
Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   garden,   c.   1938   Courtesy   UA   CAPLA   -   Jeffery   
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   garden,   c.   1942.     

Arizona   Historical   Society,   Scavone   Real   Estate   Album   Collection,   Album   14,   Page   11   
  

Garden   and   Site   Walls   
The   hardscape   of   the   front   yard   and   property   are   significant   character-defining   features   of   the   
house.   The   front   patio   garden   site   wall,   gate,   open   arcade/pergola,   rear   garden   brick   walkway,   
and   spatial   volumes   are   character-defining   features   of   the   house   that   are   to   be   considered   when   
making   alterations.     
  

Alterations     
The   house   retains   a   high   degree   of   integrity.   The   addition   of   the   north   studio   was   added   in   1958   
developed   by   architecture   designer   Veronica   Hughart   and   was   highly   sympathetic   and   
derivative   of   the   original   design.   The   addition   carefully   blended   into   the   original   and   followed   the   
rhythm   and   character   of   the   house.   Key   components   and   structural   systems   were   carefully   
restored   by   the   University   of   Arizona   College   of   Architecture   with   planning   by   Robert   Gibner   and   
funding   from   the   Arizona   Heritage   Fund   in   the   1990s.   In   the   early   2000s   after   being   sold   to   
private   owners   updates   were   made   to   the   house   including   the   modification   of   the   kitchen   and   
bathrooms,   the   original   steel   casement   windows   were   replaced   with   new   casement    simulated   
divided   light   windows   with   a   vertical   member   that   was   not   originally   present.   The   windows   retain   
a    similar   pane   configuration   and   profile.   The   arched   steel   cement   windows   remain   extant;   the   
steel   casement   studio   window   was   replaced   with   a   vinyl   product   that   does   not   replicate   the   
original   intent.   The   original   shallow   integrated   porch   over   the   front   door   was   replaced   at   an  
unknown   time   with   corrugated   metal.   A   swimming   pool   was   added   on   the   northern   lot   north   of   
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the   studio   in   the   2010s.   The   alterations   do   not   diminish   the   historic   significance   of   the   house   but   
the   restoration   of   these   elements   should   be   considered.   
  

  
Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   breezway   painting   dated   November   1936,   before   being   painted   over,   c.   1995   

Courtesy   UA   CAPLA   -   Jeffery   
  

Statement   of   Significance   and   Integrity   
The   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   is   eligible   as   a   city   of   Tucson   Historic   Landmark.   1.   Joesler   -   
Loerpabel   House   is   from   a   significant   period   in   Tucson's   history:    Post-World   War   I   Development   
(1920-1945);    and   is   a   distinct   architectural   style   that   is   at   least   50   years   old.    2.   Joesler   -   
Loerpabel   House   is   an   outstanding   example   of   the   Joesler   Eclectic   Type   leaning   towards   an   
International   influence   and   is   associated   with   significant   historic   events   that   have   made   a   
significant   contribution   to   the   broad   patterns   of   our   history   in   particular:    Community   
Development   in   Tucson   1920   -   1945     3.   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   exemplifies   the   architectural   
period   in   which   it   was   built   and   has   distinguishing   characteristics   of   an   architectural   style:   
Joesler   Eclectic   Type   with   international   style   influenc e;    J osias   Thomas   Joesler,   Architect   and   
Veronica   Hugart,   Architectural   Designer,     4.   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   contributes   historic,   
cultural,   and   social   importance   relating   to   the   heritage   of   the   Tucson   community;   and   5.   Joesler   
-   Loerpabel   House   relates   positively   to   buildings   in   its   immediate   vicinity   in   terms   of   scale,   size,   
massing,   etc.,   such   that   its   removal   would   be   an   irreparable   loss   to   the   setting   and   a   
diminishment   to   the   architectural   heritage   of   Tucson.     
  

A   National   Registration   Form   was   completed   in   March   1994.   The   nomination   was   prepared   by   
Elisa   Del   Bono   of   the   University   of   Arizona   College   of   Architecture.   There   is   no   record   of   
submission   to   the   Arizona   State   Historic   Preservation   Office.    The   property   received   an   Arizona   
Heritage   Fund   grant   in   the   1990s;   properties   receiving   these   grant   funds   required   listing   or   
eligibility   as   a   result   the   property   is   assumed   eligible   for   listing   on   the   National   Register   of   
Historic   Places   but   no   record   of   a   formal   determination   has   been   issued   by   the   SHPO.     
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The   house   derives   its   significance   from   its   architecture   and   design.     

  
Ownership   History     
1933   Property   purchased   by   Josias   and   Nativaidad   Joesler   from   De   Concini     

Investment   Co.   Corporation,   October   4,   1933,   Book:   174,   Page:   594     
1936 House   designed   and   built   by   Josias   Joesler   
1936   -   1939   Josias   and   Natividad   Joesler   
1939   -   1942 Nora   and   W.H.   Loerpabel   (Renting)     
1942   -   1987 Nora   K.   and   W.H.   Loerpabel,   for   $11K,   May   18,   1942,   Book   246   Page   
107   
1987   -   2003 University   of   Arizona   Foundation   /   College   of   Architecture     
2003   -   2005 Davidson   Perry-Miller   
2006   -   2011 Thomas   Summerlin   
2011   -   2015   Stephanie   Martin     
2016   -   current   Sarah   and   Benjamin   Fortna   
  

Period   of   Significance   
1936   -   1958     
  

Colonial   Estates     
The   Joesler-Loerpabel   House   is   an   important   property   in   the   Colonial   Estates   subdivision.   
Colonial   Estates   is   located   in   Tucson,   Arizona   in   the   Santa   Cruz   River   Valley   of   Southern   
Arizona’s   Sonoran   desert   uplands.    The   neighborhood   is   located   in   central   Tucson,   east   of,   and   
in   close   proximity   to   the   El   Con   Mall   and   the   former   site   of   the   El   Conquistador   Hotel   (1925   –   
1968).    The   narrow   one-block   wide   subdivision   is   geographically   defined   by   Holmes   Street   to   
the   North,   Broadway   Boulevard   to   the   South,   Irving   Avenue   to   the   east,   and   Longfellow   Avenue   
to   the   west.     
  

The   subdivision   was   located   in   a   desirable   emerging   new   part   of   the   city,   located   in   close   to   four   
prominent   late   1920s   and   early   1930s   neighborhoods:   Colonia   Solana,   El   Encanto,   El   
Montevideo,   and   San   Clemente.   The   subdivision   is   off-Broadway   Blvd   east   of   the   municipal   golf   
course,   Broadway   Village   Shopping   Center,   and   first   Tucson   Country   Club.     
    

The   160-acre   area   that   would   be   divided   into   two   subdivisions:   Country   Club   Heights   (1922)   to   
the   west   and   Colonial   Estates   (1930)   to   the   east   was   originally   patented   by   Joseph   Anthony   
Roberts   under   President   Taft   on   January   10,   1913,   as   Township   14S   Range   14E   Lot/Tract   5   and   
8.   This   patent   was   granted   under   the   Act   of   Congress   of   May   20,   1862,   known   as   the   
Homestead   Act.     
  

Country   Club   Heights   was   first   subdivided   by   Margaret   C.   and   John   M.   Roberts   in   1923.   The   
area   was   acquired   by   Evo   De   Concini   and   the   western   half,   blocks   4,5,12,   and   13   were  
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re-subdivided   in   August   1926.   Under   this   subdivision   development   began.   The   western   half   of   
the   property   on   block   5   between   Homes   and   Poe   was   sold   and   a   private   residence   built   in   1931   
that   would   become   Lodge   on   the   Desert.   The   pueblo   revival-inspired   hotel   with   seven   guest   
rooms   opened   in   1937.   Blueprints   in   the   Joesler   Archive   (939)-388.01   connect   him   to   the   
project.    Block   15   between   Elmwood   and   Broadway   would   become   the   large   1938   Frank   C.   
LaMar   House   called    Las   Torres .   LeMar   was   president   of   the   Great   Western   Fuse   Company   and   
the   LaMar   Indicating   Fuse   company   of   Pittsburgh.     
  

The   eastern   half   of   the   160-acre   property   was   subdivided   by   real   estate   investor   Evo   De   Concini   
and   on   March   8,   1931,   and   named   Colonial   Estates.   A   large   advertisement   in   the   Arizona   Daily   
Star   advertised   lots   priced   from   $215   -   $245.   On   October   4,   1933,   Josias   and   Nativaidad   
Joesler   purchased   the   property   that   would   become   the   Joesler-Loerpabel   House   from   De   
Concini   Investment   Co.   Corporation   (Book:   174,   Page:   594).     
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Colonial   Estates   Subdivision,   1930.   

Joesler-Loerpabel   House   
The   Joesler-Loerpabel   House   is   an   important   example   of   Joesler’s   design   program   and   as   his   
own   house   provided   a   platform   to   experiment   with   architectural   design   ideas.   The   property   is   a   
rare   1936   example   of   the   regional   blending   of   International   Style   and   Pueblo   Revival   designed   
in   what   is   referred   to   as   “Joesler’s   Regional   Eclectic   style.”     
  

The   property   is   an   example   of   his   regional   approach   to   20th-century   modern   architectural   trends   
and   ideas.   The   Joesler-Loerpabel   House   is   part   of,   and   contemporaneous   to,   a   distinct   category   
of   this   significant   work.    Known   extant   projects   include   the   1934,   J.   H.   Bradley   House   in   the   
Santa   Catalina   Foothills;   the   1936   Richardson   House,   the   1936,   George   W.   Ferguson   House;   
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the   1936   Edith   Ranney   House;   the   1936   Dr.   Eleanor   Johnson   House;   and   the   1937,   Eleven   
Arches   designed   for   Louise   M.   Grace.   A   detailed   visual   analysis   of   Joesler’s   Regional   Eclectic   
style   leaning   towards   the   International   and   Art   Moderne   is   detailed   below.     
  

The   context   of   architect   Josias   Joesler’s   work   is   extensively   covered   in   the   MPDF   authored   by   
William   S.   Collins   et.   Within   the   Regional   Eclectic   style,   Jeosler’s   development   of   a   distinctive   
per-WWII   modern   style   emerged   in   1934   and   continued   through   the   end   of   the   1930s.   The   
MPDF   notes:     
  

“Joesler   designed   and   built   what   is   now   known   as   the   Joesler-Loerpabel   House,   his   
second   family   residence.   Located   on   a   mid-valley   lot   one-third   the   size   of   a   city   block,   it   
became   an   opportunity   for   experimentation   with   new   forms,   materials,   and   styles.   In   this   
house,   Joesler   flirted   with   the   austere   International   Style   introduced   in   Europe   in   the   
1920s   and   interpreted   regionally   by   Irving   Gill   in   San   Diego   and   Richard   Neutra   in   Los   
Angeles.   These   influences   can   be   seen   in   the   clean   arches   and   massing   of   the   
Joesler-Loerpabel   House,   as   well   as   the   absence   of   the   ornamentation   characteristic   of   
Joesler’s   earlier   Spanish   Colonial   Revival   buildings.   Two   extant   examples   of   Joesler’s   
use   of   the   Art   Moderne   style   date   from   1936   and   are   found   on   4th   Street   in   the   Sam   
Hughes   neighborhood.   
[...]   
With   its   unadorned   aesthetic,   the   Joesler-Loerpabel   House   was   the   precedent   for   the   
architect’s   design   in   1937   of   what   was   the   largest   house   in   southern   Arizona.   The   Grace   
Mansion   was   a   winter   residence   for   Louise   N.   Grace,   daughter   of   shipping   magnate   and   
former   mayor   of   New   York   City   William   Russell   Grace.   Also   known   as   The   Eleven   
Arches   due   to   the   arcade   on   the   south   façade,   this   mansion   spanned   270   feet   across   a   
hilltop   and   had   a   floor   area   of   15,000   square   feet.   The   living   room,   itself   nearly   as   large   
as   some   of   the   earliest   Joesler   houses,   was   decorated   with   murals   by   Louise   Grace.   
The   bedrooms   averaged   400   square   feet   each   and   were   supported   by   several   full   baths   
and   two   powder   rooms.   The   kitchen,   as   well   equipped   as   most   restaurants,   was   
designed   with   a   butler’s   pantry   and   walk-in   refrigerator.   (George   H.   Nelson,   “A   House   
Inspired   by   the   Haunting   Beauty   of   the   Desert,”   Arts   &   Decoration,   Vol.   48   (September   
1938),   2-5.)   

  
A   survey   of   the   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470)   housed   at   the   University   of   
Arizona   Library   Special   Collections   details   a   series   of   design   projects   both   conceptual   and   
realized   that   articulate   a   stylistic   development   within   this   vein.   It   is   worth   noting   that   parallel   to   
these   pre-WWII   modern   movement   designs,   Joelser   continued   to   create   traditional   revival   works   
that   were   popular   during   the   period.     
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Joesler’s   First   House,   3408   East   Fairmount   Street,   1930.   THPF   Archive     

  
Joesler’s   first   work   in   Tucson,   a   commercial   project   for   John   Murphey   on   4th   Avenue   was   
described   as   “Spanish   in   design,   in   which   decorative   features   are   to   be   combined   with   utility   [...]   
The   new   structure,   the   front   of   which   will   be   of   tile,   and   which   will   be   equipped   with   a   towner,   is   
the   first   building   designed   by   Joseph   Joesler.”   Located   at   418   North   4th   Avenue,   the   building   1

retains   many   of   its   design   features.     
  

Joesler   worked   exclusively   for   John   Murphey   from   his   arrival   in   Tucson   until   July   of   1932   when   
he   went   into   private   practice.   He   was   a   founding   member   of   the   Arizona   chapter   of   the   
American   Institute   of   Architects   in   1936   and   obtained   his   United   States   Citizenship   the   same   
year.     

“First   Joesler   House”   listed   on   the   National   Register   of   Historic   Places   is   located   at   3408   East   
Fairmount   Street   and   was   built   in   1930.   The   house   is   Spanish   revival   and   utilizes   key   
massing   conventions   including   a   small   second-story   room   that   provides   scale   and   form.   
Rambling   wings   create   a   romantic   residential   sense   of   place.    As   Joelser   developed   
stylistically   he   continued   to   draw   on   these   successful   experiments   with   massing   and   form.     

After   entering   into   private   practice,   Joesler   began   to   explore   a   more   modern   and   simplified   
design   idiom   which   was   a   shift   from   the   commercially   popular   revivalist   styles   typified   in   the   
“First   Joesler   House.”   In   July   1932,   he   was   commissioned   to   design   a   residence   for   Mr.   and   

1  Tucson   Citizen,   Murphy   Plans   Spanish   Type   Store   on   4th   Building   Designed   by   Joseph   Joesler,   Nov,   17,   1927,   5.     
Planning   &   Development   Services   Department   (PDSD)   -   201   N.   Stone   Avenue   

P.O.   Box   27210   -   Tucson,   AZ   85726-7210   
Telephone:   (520)   791-5550   -   Fax:   (520)   791-5852   

Website:    www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd   
Email:   DSD_zoning_administration@tucsonaz.gov   

    
24   

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd


Mrs.   Robert   McKee   in   Marrakech,   Morocco.   (Figure   A)   The   large   six-bedroom   courtyard   house   
featured   an   austere   two-story   exterior   facade.   Typical   of   contemporary   architecture   in   Morocco,   
like   the   Paul   Sinoir   villa   Jardin   Majorelle,   from   the   1920s   and   30s   the   design   was   characterized   
by   straightforward   volume,   massing,   and   fensitations.   The   interior   terraced   courtyard   featured   a   
series   of   arched   windows   and   doorways   opening   to   a   formal   garden   and   pergola.    The   work   is   
the   oldest   in   the   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   that   utilizes   this   unadorned   and   geometric   
approach.   Over   the   next   six   years,   he   continued   to   explore   this   simplification   and   modernization   
of   architectural   form   principally   found   in   the   Pueblo   Revival   style.   This   work   evolves   with   clear   
influence   from   the   international   style   and   art   moderne   idiom   and   seems   to   draw   on   the   work   of   
California   architect   Irving   Gill   (1870   -   1936).   
  

As   noted   in   the   publication   Joesler   &   Murphey,   An   Architectural   Legacy   for   Tucson,   “The   
International   Style,   like   Art   Deco   and   Art   Moderne,   had   its   roots   in   Europe   and   was   introduced   
to   the   United   States   by   several   distinguished   architects   emigrating   from   the   chaos   of   Europe   
during   World   War   II.   The   style   was   intended   to   be   universally   applicable   with   no   historic   
connections   and,   therefore,   “international”   in   its   appeal.   The   style   is   identified   by   its   lack   of   
ornamentation,   large   sections   of   white   windowless   walls,   and   horizontal   ribbons   of   windows.   
Joesler   did   not   appear   to   fully   embrace   the   International   Style   dogma,   although   he   and   other   
architects   in   the   Southwest   created   a   regional   interpretation   by   incorporating   multi-storied   
massing   of   Pueblo   and   North   African   vernacular   architecture   into   their   buildings.   [...]   Joesler   
used   his   second   Tucson   residence   as   an   opportunity   to   experiment   with   a   regional   adaptation   of   
the   International   Style   introduced   in   Europe   in   the   1920s.”   
  

Included   in   this   nomination   is   an   image   sequence   that   shows   the   development   of   known   Joseler   
drawings   and   executed   projects   that   follow   this   stylistic   development.    A   speculative   color   
rendering,   from   c.   1934,   arrears   to   be   a   preliminary   drawing   of   the   Bradley   Residence   which   
presents   a   distinctive   residential   Joelser   design   that   is   a   stylistic   departure   from   his   other   work.   
The   volumes   and   form,   reminiscent   of   the   Pueblo   Revival   massing,   have   been   stripped   of   
stylistic   romanticized   treatments   and   irregularity.   The   design   is   rectilinear   and   geometric   with   
massing   and   wall   heights   increasing   to   the   central.   The   Bradley   Residence,   at   3150   East   
Cerrada   Los   Palitos   was   built   in   1934,   is   an   enlarged   and   slightly   modified   version   of   this   
elevation   design.   The   exterior   is   modern   and   the   interior   typical   of   Joesler’s   revival   projects   with   
exposed   beams,   a   central   fireplace,   and   colored   concrete.     
  

The   principal   elevation   and   organizational   massing   with   a   raised   central   volume   are   continued   in   
the   design   of   1936   Joesler-Loerpabel   House   (Figure   E)   and   the   much   larger   F.   George   
Ferguson   House   (Figure   F   and   G)   listed   on   the   National   Register   of   Historic   Places   and   
designated   a   Pima   County   Historic   Landmark.     
  

By   mid-1936   Joelser   had   designed   three   small-scale   properties   on   smaller   lots   within   the   Sam   
Hughes   Neighborhood   (Figures   H,   I,   and   J).   All   three   continued   the   exploration   into   modern   
design   and   are   listed   as   contributors   to   the   Sam   Hughes   National   Register   Historic   District.     
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Joesler   continued   the   progression   of   simplification   and   stripping   of   ornament   while   retaining   a   
geometric   massing   and   deep   window   recession   that   feels   appropriate   to   the   Sonoran   desert.   
The   design   progression   can   be   seen   in   the   May   1936   Unidentified   Property   (Figure   D)   and   in   
the   utilitarian   design   of   the   1936   Garage   and   Showroom   (Figure   K)   
  

The   1937,   Eleven   Arches   commissioned   by   Louis   Grace   represented   another   pivot,   moving   
from   the   austere   modernist   exterior   approach   to   one   that   re-engaged   Spanish   revival.   The   main   
entrance   included   simplified   portico   sculptural   detailing.   The   massive   house   clearly   drew   on   the   
use   of   arches   and   arcades   pioneered   in   the   Joesler-Loerpabel   House.    
  

Figure   M,   N,   and   O.   continue   to   show   variations   of   this   pull   towards   a   less   regional   international   
or   Art   Moderne   approach.   When   Joesler’s   work   is   viewed   through   this   linear   design   
development   it   becomes   clear   that   the   1938   William   Draper   House   at   301   North   Longfellow   
Avenue   built   across   the   street   from   Joesler-Loerpabel   House   deserves   a   Joesler   attribution.   The   
house   features   many   of   the   details   outlined   in   Figures   D   N   and   O.     
  

Although   Joesler’s   work   was   regionally   pioneering   he   was   not   alone   in   the   shift   towards   a   
modern   style.   The   development   and   origins   of   International   Style,   Arte   Moderne   and   Art   Deco   
design   in   the   American   Southwest   had   a   close   relationship,   both   in   time   frame   and   form   with   
qualities   and   elements   from   the   revival   movements   popular   in   the   region,   in   particular   the   
pueblo   revival.   Rudolph   Schindler   (1887   -   1953)   an   early   pioneer   of   modern   architecture   on   the   
west   coast   traveled   to   Santa   Fe   and   Taos,   New   Mexico   in   1915.   As   noted   by   David   Gebhard   in   
the   NMA   in   1965,   the   trip   significantly   impacted   Schindler’s   design,   seeing   both   his   own   home   in   
Los   Angeles   (1922)   and   the   Pueblo   Ribera   Apartments   in   La   Jolla   (1923).   In   1928/29   Schindler   
was   commissioned   to   design   the   coffee   shop   for   the   new   Pioneer   Hotel.   His   design   was   daring   
and   radical.    
  

Forest   Lodge,   designed   by   Tucson   Architect   Richard   A.   Morse   (1898-1982)   for   the   Countess   of   
Suffolk,   was   the   first   true   International   Style   home   in   Southern   Arizona.   The   project   was   
followed   by   the   smaller   1938   Flinders   House   in   Richland   Heights.   Other   regional   works   that   
pioneered   European   trends   included   the   1937   Lembke   House   in   Albuquerque,   New   Mexico   
designed   by   Charles   Lembke   with   Townes   and   Funk.   
  

It   is   also   worth   noting   that   in   1939   Joesler   participated   in   an   exhibition   of   Arizona   Architectural   
work   by   the   Tucson   Fine   Arts   Association   at   the   Temple   of   Music   and   Art,   sponsored   by   the   
American   Institute   of   Architects.   The   exhibit   emphasized,   “modern   and   the   various   adaptations   
of   the   Hopi   Indian   or   pueblo,   type   of   architecture.”   Alongside   Richard   Morse,   Margaret   Spencer,   
Lescher   and   Mahoney,   Frederick   Eastman,   Gilmore   and   Ekman,   Arthur   T.   Brown,   William   Y.   
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Peters,   Joesler   showcased:   St.   Philip’s   in   the   Hills,   Eleven   Arches,   and   the   George   L.   Buck   
Home.     2

  

  
Fig   A.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470),   (932)-304,     

Robert   McKee   House   in   Marrakech,   Morocco,   1932.     

2  Brown,   Emily,   Arizona   Daily   Star,   Architects   Show   Arizona   Homes,   March   27,   1939,   3.     
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Fig.   B.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470),   joe_unidentified_x018,   c.   1934.     

(preliminary   drawing   of   J.   H.   Bradley   Residence)   
  

  

  
Fig.   C.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470),   (934)-3402,    J.   H.   Bradley   Residence,   built   1934.   
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Fig.   E.   Joesler-Loerpanel   House,   built   1936.     

  

  
Fig.   F.   George   Ferguson   House,   Joesler   Concept   Rendering,   published   Arizona   Daily   Star,    Feb.   21,   1936   
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Fig.   G.   George   Ferguson   House,   Palos   Verdes,   Front   Elevation,   built   1936.   

  

  
Fig.   H.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470)   (936)-3606,   Edith   Ranney   House,   2803   East   4th   Street,   

designed   April,   1936.   
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FIg.   I.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470)   (936)-3607,   Dr.   Eleanor   Johnson   House,   2809   East   4th   Street,   

designed   April   1936.   
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Fig.   J.   J.   Breck   Richardson   House,   2406   East   Hawthorne   Street,   built   1936.     

  
Fig   D.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470),   (936)    x02,   Unidentified   Property,   May   1936.   
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Fig.   K.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470),   (936)-350,   Garage   and   Showroom,   1936   

  
  
  
  
  

  
Fig.   L.   The   Eleven   Arches,   1937,   Photo   by   Maynard   Parker   
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Fig.   M.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470),   (937)-x01   September   1937   
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FIg.   N.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470),   Joe_spec_143,   September   1937     
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Fig.   O.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470),   (Spec)-017,   February   1938     
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Fig.   P.   Josias   Joesler   Architectural   Collection   (MS   470),   joe_spec_090,   Pre-Hispanic   Revival   Rendering     

  
Joesler   lived   in   the   house   until   1939.   The   property   was   rented   to   the   Loerpabels   until   they   
purchased   it   on   May   18,   1942.   Joelser   died   in   1956   and   in   1958   the   Loerpabels   added   a   studio   
living   room   to   the   north   end   of   the   house.   The   addition   was   designed   by   architectural   designer   
Veronica   Hugart,   a   member   of   the   Fort   Lowell   arts   colony.    The   completion   of   the   studio   resulted   
in   editorial   attention.     
  

Mary   Gerdan   writing   for   the   cover   story   for   the   Tucson   Citizen   “The   Citizen   Around   Your   Home,”   
“...one   comes   to   another   arch.   This   one   forms   the   entrance   to   the   breezeway   that   separates   a   
storage   room   from   the   main   house.   Above   the   room   and   the   breezeway   are   the   guest   quarters.   
Behind   is   another   smaller   patio   with   desert   growth   and   rocky   fish   pond.   The   main   entrance   to   
the   house   is   from   the   front   patio.   It   opens   to   the   moderately-sized   living   room.   [...]   At   the   right   of   
the   room,   a   door   leads   to   the   sleeping   quarters,   and   through   an   open   arch   one   enters   the   dining   
room.     
  

Charlotte   Cardon   writing   for   the   Arizona   Daily   Star   feature   May   17,   1959,   noted   about   the   
garden   and   patios:    “The   garden,   which   the   Loerpabels   found   planted   and   landscaped   when   
they   moved   in,   has   been   thinned   out   and   cut-back   during   the   years,   but   the   many   delightful   
areas   for   sitting   outdoors   remain   unchanged.   There   are   grape   arbors   and   covered   ramadas   as   
well   as   the   spectacular   arcade   that   is   often   lighted   at   night   with   luminarias.   The   brick   walk   from   
the   entrance   gate   leads   to   the   front   door   which   is   painted   a   bright   blue.   [...]   At   the   far   right   can   
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be   seen   the   arched   breezeway   that   leads   to   a   smaller   patio   garden   that   opens   off   the   guest   
wing   and   kitchen.   A   large   part   of   the   visual   charm   of   this   architecture   lies   in   its   counter   play   of   
contrasts:   the   passage   from   light   to   dark   and   one   enters   the   breezeway;   the   deep   cool   of   the   
arcade   set   against   the   bright   sunlight   of   the   garden.   There   is   a   deep   retreat   of   the   arched   
openings   against   the   plain   which   wall   surfaces   and   the   silhouette   of   ornamental   wrought-iron   is   
effective   against   the   plastered   adobe   walls.    The   arcade   at   one   time   stood   alone   at   the   end   of   a   
screened   porch   but   it   can   now   be   reached   through   a   door   from   the   new   studio   and   living   room   -   
an   addition   to   the   course   completed   this   December   (1958).     
  

Josaias   Joesler    (1895   -   1956)     
  

A   biographical   outline   of   Joesler   is   detailed   in   the   National   Register   of   Historic   Places   Multiple   
Property   Documentation   Form:   The   Single   Family   Residential   Architecture   of   J.   Th.   Joesler,   J.   
and   H.   Murphey   in   Tucson,   Arizona,   1927-1956.   The   biography   is   excerpted:     
  

Josaias   Joesler     
Josias   Thomas   Joesler   was   born   November   3,   1895   to   Marie   Christina   Jenny   Jösler   and   
Stefan   Jösler   in   Zurich,   Switzerland   where   Stefan   was,   apparently,   practicing   
architecture.   Josias   was   the   second   born   of   the   Joeslers’   six   children.   Instead   of   raising   
their   family   in   Zurich,   they   relocated   to   the   small   hamlet   of   Arosa   and   thus   returned   to   
ancestral   roots   in   the   canton   of   Graübunden   where   generations   of   the   Jösler   family   had   
lived   since   at   least   1750.   

        
Josias   was   enthusiastic   about   outdoor   activities.   By   his   teenage   years   he   had   become   a   
championship   bobsledder   and   accomplished   mountaineer.   He   also   spoke   several   
languages.   

  
Joesler’s   choice   of   an   architectural   career   was   encouraged   and   guided   by   his   father.   It   
was   decided   that   his   education   should   include   not   only   a   study   of   architecture   in   the   
traditional   sense,   but   also   a   well-   rounded   program   of   travel   and   study   in   associated   
fields.   Tutoring   in   the   concepts   and   issues   involved   in   architecture   began   at   home.   
  

Joesler   attended   universities   in   three   countries,   served   architectural   apprenticeship   in   
four,   and   performed   military   service   two   continents.   Following   his   Swiss   secondary   
education,   he   studied   architecture   at   the   Technikum   Bergdoft   outside   the   Swiss   capital   
city   of   Bern   and   graduated   in   1916.   After   a   brief   apprenticeship   in   his   father’s   
architectural   office   in   Arosa,   Joesler   continued   formal   education   with   a   year   of   civil   
engineering   at   the   University   of   Heidelberg   in   Germany   and   a   year   studying   history   and   
drawing   at   the   Sorbonne   in   Paris.   In   addition,   Joesler   served   apprenticeships   in   
Switzerland,   Germany   (while   studying   at   Heidelberg),   Italy,   and   Spain.   Between   1921   
and   1924,   Joesler   served   a   mandatory   three   years   of   active   duty   with   the   Swiss   army,   
which   broadened   his   travel   experience   further   by   taking   him   to   North   Africa   and   Spain.   
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It   was   in   Barcelona   in   1923   that   Joesler   met   a   Basque   woman   named   Natividad   Lorenzo   
who   worked   as   a   manager   and   seamstress   in   a   Barcelona   furrier’s   shop.   Lorenzo   and   
Joesler   were   married   in   Barcelona   on   March   8,   1924.   Lorenzo,   known   as   “Nati”   to   her   
friends   was   very   spirited   –   an   interesting   contrast   to   Joesler’s   assertive,   yet   quiet,   
manner.   
  

In   April,   1925,   Josias   and   Natividad   Joesler   sailed   from   Saint   Nazaire,   France,   to   
Havana,   Cuba.   After   a   brief   stay   they   continued   on   to   Mexico   City   where   Joesler   worked   
two   years   for   the   Mexican   government.   

  
By   twenty-six   years   of   age,   Joesler   had   acquired   a   diverse   education   supplemented   by   
travel   and   work   experience.   No   other   architect   working   in   Tucson   during   Joesler’s   
residence   matched   the   breadth   and   depth   of   his   international   experience.     

  
Arosa,   Graübunden,   Switzerland   Environment   
Arosa   is   in   Graübunden,   the   largest   and   easternmost   canton   of   Switzerland,   which   
shares   borders   with   Italy,   Austria   and   Liechtenstein.   The   canton   is   entirely   mountainous,   
comprising   the   highlands   of   the   Rhine   and   Inn   river   valleys.   Today,   as   in   Joesler’s   time,   
Arosa   is   a   major   tourist   center,   located   at   nearly   6,000   feet   elevation,   boasting   alpine   
scenery   of   mountains   and   lakes.   Graübunden   is   home   to   three   of   Switzerland’s   ethnic   
groups   and   the   languages   of   Swiss   German,   Italian,   and   Romansch.   

  
In   1900,   when   the   Jösler   family   was   in   residence,   Arosa   was   a   small   village   with   a   
population   of   1,071   inhabitants.   Much   of   the   built   environment   resembled   the   historic   
Eggahus   (Corner   House)   in   construction.   Formerly   the   council   house   wherein   the   village   
affairs   were   conducted,   today   the   building   serves   as   Arosa’s   local   history   museum.   This   
wood   and   stucco-sided   building,   with   its   rustic,   decorative   railed   balcony   and   window   
boxes   of   geraniums,   is   typical   of   vernacular   architecture   throughout   Switzerland.   

  
Winter   sports   were   a   key   component   in   the   life   of   not   just   the   teenaged   Joesler,   but   also   
his   family,   village,   canton,   and   country.   Beginning   in   1864,   hotelier   Johannes   Badrutt   
entreated   several   of   his   upper   class   British   summer   guests   to   return   for   Christmas.   They   
came,   stayed   and   told   their   friends   about   the   glories   of   the   magical,   snowy   hamlet   of   St.   
Moritz.   Thus   was   the   first   winter   tourist   season   launched   in   Switzerland.   

  
The   Alps   drew   people   from   all   parts   of   the   world   to   St.   Moritz,   Arosa   (Joesler’s   own   
village),   and   Davos   (his   mother’s   birthplace).   The   powerful   magnetism   of   such   a   
dramatic   mountainous   setting   could   easily   be   seen   as   the   area   grew   into   an   acclaimed   
tourist   destination.   
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While   many   early   guests   came   simply   hoping   that   the   clean,   mountain   air   would   restore   
their   health,   family   members   and   friends   accompanying   them   wanted   to   be   entertained   
during   their   stay.   Winter   sports   competitions   were   soon   organized   first   among   traveling   
companions,   then   for   guests     within   a   hotel,   and   next   between   guests   in   area   hotels.   The   
local   citizens   held   their   own   competitions   between   teams   from   the   villages   of   St.   Moritz,   
Davos,   and   Arosa.   Quickly   the   sports   enthusiasts   outnumbered   health   seekers,   and   the   
image   of   the   area   was   transformed.   No   longer   were   the   villages   of   St.   Moritz,   Davos,   
and   Arosa   primarily   seen   as   places   to   convalesce.   Now   with   a   new   identity   as   a   center   
for   pursuing   exciting   winter   sports   and   enjoying   unequalled   alpine   scenery,   the   villages   
attracted   guests   from   across   Europe   and   the   British   Isles.   

  
Thomas   Cook   &   Company   capitalized   on   this   growing   demand   by   organizing   tours   to   the   
Swiss   villages   for   its   wealthy   British   customers.   To   accommodate   the   increasing   number   
of   guests,   new   hotels   were   built.   The   upscale   guests   sought   more   plush   
accommodations   than   those   offered   in   the   typical   chalet   or   pension.   Hotels   began   
providing   such   amenities   as   central   heat,   elevators,   individual   private   bathrooms,   and   
extensive   manicured   gardens.   

  
In   1900,   drawing   on   his   skills   as   an   architect,   paterfamilias   Steffi   Jösler   designed   and   
built   his   own   hotel,   the   spa/sport   Hotel   Valsana,   owned   and   operated   by   the   Jösler   
family,   and   where   Steffi   practiced   architecture.   In   addition   to   central   heat,   elevator,   and   
lovely   gardens,   Steffi’s   design   for   the   Hotel   Valsana   featured   large   view   windows   in   each   
guestroom.   For   Josias,   the   Hotel   Valsana   offered   a   unique   view,   not   just   of   the   
mountains,   but   of   the   world.   Through   his   interaction   with   hotel   guests,   he   had   an  
opportunity   to   use   and   improve   his   linguistic   skills.   The   well-traveled,   cosmopolitan   
guests   exposed   the   young   Swiss   to   new   ideas   and   a   wide   world   reaching   far   beyond   the   
Alps.   

  
Architect   Father   
The   foundation   for   Josias   Joesler’s   career   in   architecture   was   shaped   by   the   example   
and   guidance   of   his   architect   father,   Steffan   Jösler,   or   “Steffi”   as   he   was   called,   who   was   
born   on   December   22,   1862   in   the   small   hamlet   of   Jenaz.   He   completed   his   studies   and   
passed   his   exams   at   the   Bundnerschen   Kantonsschule   in   1882   and   so   qualified   to   
pursue   the   study   of   architecture,   which   he   did   in   Zurich.   Jösler   and   his   wife   did   not   
remain   in   Zurich,   but   instead   relocated   to   Arosa   where   Steffi   and   his   brother-in-law   
established   their   architectural   practice.   

  
By   1907,   Steffi   Jösler   was   affluent   and   influential   in   Arosa,   where   he   served   as   
burgermeister   (mayor)   when   his   children   were   young.   Around   1900,   Steffi   and   his   
brother-in-law,   Morgenthaler,   built   the   resort   Hotel   Valsana   in   Arosa.16   A   postcard   sent   
to   a   colleague   in   Zurich   shows   the   senior   Jösler   at   his   drawing   board,   surrounded   by   

Planning   &   Development   Services   Department   (PDSD)   -   201   N.   Stone   Avenue   
P.O.   Box   27210   -   Tucson,   AZ   85726-7210   

Telephone:   (520)   791-5550   -   Fax:   (520)   791-5852   
Website:    www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd   

Email:   DSD_zoning_administration@tucsonaz.gov   
    

40   

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd


sketches   of   his   work,   including   that   of   the   Hotel   and   Kurhaus   Valsana.   With   a   greeting   in   
Romansch   and   the   body   written   in   the   Old   German   Gothic   script,   Joesler   inquires   “Can   
you   help   me?   I   have   masses   of   work   with   large   buildings,   school   houses   and   villas,   etc.   
etc...”.   Steffi   Jösler   maintained   his   office   in   the   Valsana   Hotel   building.   

  
As   depicted   on   the   postcard   and   in   drawings   and   photographs   from   the   Jösler   family   
archive,   the   scale   and   stylized   façade   of   the   Hotel   Valsana   are   sophisticated.19   This   
suggests   that   Steffi   Jösler   was   well   trained.   Although   the   exterior   of   the   hotel   has   been   
greatly   modified,   a   study   of   its   interior   reveals   architectural   features,   like   segmented   
arched   niches,   exposed   beam   ceilings   and   juxtaposition   of   arched   with   rectilinear   
openings   that   Joesler   himself   used   in   his   Tucson   work.   

  
An   over-arching   theme   in   the   Hotel   Valsana   design   emphasized   its   harmony   with   its   
setting.   Steffi   Jösler   sited   the   hotel   to   capture   views   of   peaks,   ridgelines,   and   Lake   
Obersee.   He   designed   the   windows   to   incorporate   a   visual   link   to   the   mountains   and   the   
water   for   guests   to   enjoy   even   when   indoors.   And   he   used   local   materials   such   as   strong   
wooden   beams   from   nearby   forests   to   further   connect   his   man-made   structure   to   its   
environment.   Surrounding   park-like   grounds   afforded   hotel   guests   yet   another   and   less   
rigorous   way   to   relate   to   alpine   beauty.   

  
Steffi   Jösler,   like   many   of   his   Swiss   architectural   colleagues,   focused   on   creating   a   
design   and   construction   culture   of   the   utmost   quality,   with   the   central   aim   of   promoting   
high-caliber   design   to   ensure   that   the   built   environment   in   Switzerland   could   meet   the   
requirements   of   the   future.   In   1951,   Josias   Joesler   returned   to   Arosa   with   his   family.   He   
proudly   showed   his   daughter,   Margret,   the   hotel   her   grandfather,   Steffi,   had   designed   
and   built.   

  
Through   an   early   and   on-going   exposure,   Josias   became   very   aware   of   his   father’s   
work.   After   graduating   from   Technikum   Burgdorf   in   1916,   he   no   doubt   increased   his   
familiarity   with   an   appreciation   of   his   father’s   talents   and   skills   while   serving   a   brief   
architectural   apprenticeship   under   his   father.   

  
Swiss   Culture   
Joesler   set   up   his   Tucson   office   in   the   traditional   European   fashion   with   himself   as   
master   architect   whose   role   was   to   teach   his   apprentices   and   produce   architecture.   
Known   to   value   his   interns’   work   and   for   his   honest   critiques   thereof,   this   quiet,   kind,   
multilingual   and   humorous   man   was   highly   respected   both   in   the   office   and   on   the   
construction   site.   Joesler’s   practice   also   flourished   from   the   niche   he   found   in   Tucson,   
that   of   primarily   designing   residences   rather   than   large   public   buildings.    

  
Joesler’s   penchant   for   drawing   on   scraps   of   paper   or   inexpensive   tracing   paper,   
cherishing   his   colored   pencils   until   they   became   stumps,   and   smoking   his   cigar   too   close   
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to   his   moustache   are   manifestations   of   his   frugality.   In   addition,   the   architect’s   frugality   
contributed   both   to   the   simple   clarity   of   his   designs,   and   his   parsimony   with   respect   to   
his   undersized   kitchens   and   closets.   

  
Multilingualism   has   been   an   important   attribute   of   Swiss   culture   and   is   facilitated   by   
Switzerland’s   commitment   to   federalism   and   participatory   democracy   by   allowing   the   
cantons   as   much   autonomy   as   possible.   The   purpose   of   multilingualism   was   to   promote   
national   unity.   Today,   Switzerland   has   four   official   languages–German,   French,   Italian   
and   Romansh.   Joesler’s   earliest   spoken   language   was   Swiss   German,   otherwise   known   
as   Schwyzerdütsch.   In   school   he   was   instructed   in   Hochdeutsch   (high   German)   and   a   
child   so   instructed   could   speak   and   write   “proper”   German.   (Although   a   German   Swiss   
speaks   and   understands   Hochdeutsch,   the   converse   is   often   not   true.)   After   their   early   
and   lengthy   primary   school   language   instruction,   a   Swiss   child   would   undertake   the   
study   of   another   official   language   in   secondary   school   which   in   Joesler’s   case   would   
have   been   at   the   kantonsschule   in   Chur.   Military   service   also   fostered   multilingualism   by   
stationing   a   soldier   outside   his   own   region   during   his   three-year   stint.   

  
Young   Joesler   was   familiar   with   the   minority   language   of   canton   Graubünden,   Romansh,   
and   we   have   evidence   that   his   father   knew   how   to   write   in   that   language.24   Other   than   a   
familiarity,   it   is   not   known   whether   Joesler   could   write   Romansh   or   whether   it   was   taught   
in   his   school.   With   the   proximity   of   Graubünden   to   Italy,   school   instruction   in   Italian   was   
offered.   However,   Joesler   was   first   introduced   to   Italian   at   home   since   the   Joesler   family   
had   close   relatives   from   the   Florence   area   of   Italy.   Joesler   also   had   the   opportunity   to   
use   and   improve   his   Italian   as   an   architectural   apprentice   in   Milan.   Joesler’s   command   
of   written   and   spoken   French   enabled   him   to   be   at   ease   living   in   Paris   and   successfully   
studying   history   and   drawing   at   the   Sorbone,   where   his   classes   were   conducted   in   
French.   Joesler   improved   his   Spanish   from   his   Swiss   military   posting   in   Spain,   through   
his   marriage   to   Natividad   Lorenzo   of   Bilbao,   Spain,   and   certainly   from   his   two-year   stint   
working   in   Mexico   City.   Nati   spoke   Spanish   with   a   Castilian   accent.   After   living   in   Mexico   
City   and   by   the   time   Joesler   was   practicing   architecture   in   Tucson,   he   could   
communicate   fluently   in   Spanish.   English   was   Joesler’s   primary   language   of   
communication   in   the   United   States.   His   early   exposure   to   English   came   from   British   
tourists   at   his   father’s   hotel   in   Arosa   where   Josias   acquired   the   rudiments   of   the   
language   in   order   to   communicate   with   guests.   

  
Swiss   Architectural   Education   
Joesler’s   architectural   education   blended   three   important   pillars   of   the   most   common   
Swiss   method   to   produce   an   architect   –   polytechnic   schooling,   apprenticeships,   and   
travel,   all   three   of   which   were   aided   and   enhanced   by   his   fluency   in   languages.     
  

Of   immeasurable   importance   to   young   Joesler   was   his   study   of   architecture   at   the   
Technikum   Burgdorf   where   he   graduated   with   honors   in   1916.   Technikum   Burgdorf   was   
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a   technical   school   of   a   type   known   as   the   “polytechnic”   that   came   to   Switzerland   from   
Germany   in   the   mid-1800s.   In   contrast   to   the   French   École   des   Beaux-Arts   (School   of   
Fine   Arts)   in   Paris   where   the   focus   was   upon   the   study   of   the   classical   architecture   of   
the   past   and   design   as   high   art,   the   polytechnic   tradition   was   a   more   accessible   and   
pragmatic   approach   to   industrial   arts.   From   this   type   of   school   possibly   ninety   percent   of   
young   German   architects   received   their   training.   In   Switzerland   as   well,   the   polytechnic   
institutions   educated   the   vast   majority   of   young   architects.   Today’s   Fachhochschule,   a   
descendent   of   the   earlier   Technikum,   is   a   university   of   applied   sciences.   

  
Today   greatly   expanded,   Joesler’s   Technikum   Burgdorf   is   known   as   the   Berner   
Fachhochschule   Architektur,   Holz   (Wood)   und   Bau   (Construction).   It   is   located   in   
Burgdorf   near   Bern,   Switzerland’s   capital   city.   The   forerunner   of   today’s   Fachhochschule   
was   the   West   Swiss   Technikum   founded   in   1873   in   Biel/Bienne,   an   administrative   district   
in   the   canton   of   Bern,   with   the   departments   of   Architecture,   Electrical   Engineering,   
Clock-Maker   School,   School   of   Arts   and     
  

Crafts,   and   Mechanics.   The   languages   of   instruction   were   German   and   French.   In   1892   
a   second   Technikum   was   founded   in   Burgdorf   (the   one   that   Joesler   attended).   In   2003,   
the   two   schools   combined   with   the   Architecture   Departments   of   the   cities   of   Bern,   Biel,   
and   Burgdorf   into   today’s   Berner   Fachhoschule   in   Burgdorf.   Unfortunately,   an   official   
record   of   Joesler’s   course   of   studies   in   the   early   1900s   is   not   available   because   the   
records   of   the   school   do   not   go   back   that   far.   However,   fortunately,   Joesler’s   student   
notebooks   have   been   preserved   and   offer   insights   into   his   course   of   study.   

  
During   Joesler’s   time   the   curriculum   offered   at   the   Technikum   Burgdorf   followed   that   of   
the   Building   School   of   the   Swiss   Federal   Polytechnic   in   Zurich   (Eidgenossische   
Technische   Hochschule   Zurich   or   ETH   Zurich).   Founded   in   1856   under   the   guidance   of   
German   architect,   Gottfried   Semper,   Zurich   was   the   first   polytechnic   in   Switzerland.   The   
Building   School   of   the   Swiss   Federal   Polytechnic   forms   the   roots   of   today’s   Department   
of   Architecture   at   ETH   Zurich.   According   to   Tschanz:   

  
With   its   opening   in   1855,   formalized   architectural   training   was   established   in   Switzerland   
for   the   first   time.   From   the   outset,   it   was   caught   between   two   poles:   a   
constructive-technical   orientation,   on   the   one   side,   which   primarily   had   the   goal   of   
planning   simple   utility   buildings,   and   a   predominantly   artistic   orientation   on   the   other,   
which   mainly   sought   to   bestow   proficiency   in   designing   prestigious   architecture.   The   
tension   between   these   two   poles   was   manifest   in   the   composition   of   the   faculty,   with   two   
professors   to   start   with,   as   well   as   in   the   composition   and   development   of   the   curriculum.   
At   the   initiative   of   Gottfried   Semper,   the   Building   School’s   first   director,   elements   of   an   
academic   education   were   integrated   into   the   school,   which   was   originally   conceived   on   
the   model   of   the   Polytechnic   Institute   of   Karlsruhe.   In   so   doing,   the   importance   of   the   
drafting   room   was   strengthened.   It   now   was   identified   as   an   atelier,   where   design   
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practice   was   trained   by   working   on   realistic   tasks   in   an   approach   based   on   architectural   
competitions.   An   actual   atelier   school,   like   that   to   which   Semper   had   initially   aspired,   
however,   could   not   be   realized   within   the   given   framework   of   a   polytechnic.   In   a   complex   
interaction   between   various   factors,   what   evolved   instead   was   an   educational   program   
that   united   scholarly,   artistic,   and   technical   aspects.   This   development,   for   which   Semper   
found   a   representative   architectural   form   in   the   school   building   he   designed,   can   be   
taken   as   exemplary,   pointing   the   way   for   architectural   training   at   the   polytechnics   of   the   
second   generation,   which   developed   into   institutes   of   technology   in   the   second   half   of   
the   19th   century.   With   their   educational   programs,   a   split   of   the   architectural   profession   
into   practical,   technically   trained   master   builders   versus   academically   educated   
architects–which   threatened   at   the   beginning   of   the   century–was   averted   at   least   to   
some   extent.   

  
It   was   upon   this   solid   Swiss   educational   foundation   that   Joesler   built   his   architectural   
knowledge   and   skills   as   he   pursued   additional   educational   opportunities.   His   advanced   
studies   encompassed   both   the   practical   and   the   artistic.   At   the   University   of   Heidelberg   
in   Germany,   he   studied   civil   engineering.   In   Paris   at   the   École   des   Beaux-Arts,   his   focus   
was   upon   drawing   and   history.   By   the   time   he   completed   his   academic   training,   Joesler   
had   a   well-rounded   architectural   education.   
  

Travels   
As   a   young   man,   Joesler’s   studies,   apprenticeships,   military   service,   and   personal   trips   
around   the   western   Mediterranean   became   an   important   way   to   broaden   his   
architectural   education.   Unlike   many,   he   did   not   have   to   rely   on   just   books   and   photos   to   
see   and   learn   about   great   architecture.   His   extended   stays   gave   him   the   opportunity   to   
experience   places   and   structures   in   different   light   as   seasons   changed.   Moreover,   
thanks   to   his   gift   for   languages,   Joesler   got   to   know   the   people   and   the   cultures   
associated   with   the   edifices   he   saw.   

  
By   following   the   route   Joesler   took   from   Switzerland   to   Tucson,   we   can   gain   insights   
about   what   he   might   have   seen   and   experienced   contributing   to   his   talents   as   an   
architect.   

  
Heidelberg   
After   formal   studies   in   Switzerland,   Joesler   studied   for   a   year   at   the   University   of   
Heidelberg,   Germany’s   oldest   institution   for   civil   engineering   training.   Founded   in   1386,   
the   University   of   Heidelberg   at   the   beginning   of   the   twentieth   century   had   a   
well-established   reputation   for   excellence   in   education   and   research.   The   civil   
engineering   knowledgebase   that   Joesler   acquired   from   university   lectures   halls   and   
books   gave   him   a   skill   set   enabling   him   to   build   solid,   strong   structures   and   handle   site   
infrastructure   issues,   like   water   drainage.   
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Heidelberg,   with   its   picture-perfect   Baroque   architecture,   red   gabled   roofs,   and   
cobblestone   streets,   is   crowned   by   the   ruins   of   Heidelberger   Schloss   (Heidelberg   Castle)   
on   the   wooded   hillside   high   above   the   Neckar   River.   Built   and   rebuilt   since   1214,   the   
castle   ruins   are   among   the   most   important   Renaissance   structures   north   of   the   Alps.   

  
The   ensemble   of   the   castle   ruins,   hills,   and   river   with   its   beautiful   Alte   Brücke   (Old   
Bridge   as   the   Karl   Theodor   Bridge   is   known)   has   inspired   writers,   painters   and   poets   
alike.   The   castle   even   in   ruins   readily   demonstrates   the   power   and   beauty   of   sensitive   
siting   for   architecture   in   harmony   with   its   natural   setting.   However,   when   viewing   the   Old   
Bridge   (built   in   1788)   an   engineering   student,   as   was   Joesler,   would   have   recognized   it   
as   an   incredible   engineering   feat   given   that   it   was   built   on   top   of   a   river   bed   with   an   
unpredictable   water   current   in   a   time   when   building   technology   was   not   as   advanced   as   
in   his   day.   

  
In   Heidelberg   there   were   many   virtual   bridges   to   cross   as   was   well–between   tradition   
and   innovation,   history   and   cutting   edge   research,   the   arts   and   the   sciences,   intellectual   
pursuits   and   a   joie   de   vivre.   In   a   vibrant   university   setting,   spirited   debates   explored   the   
paths   between   them   all.   Students   developed   strong   opinions   and   became   skilled   in   
challenging   the   thoughts   of   others   while   ably   and   vigorously   defending   their   own.   Joesler   
appreciated   the   stimulus   of   the   atmosphere   of   the   university   town.   Later   he   told   John   
Murphey,   “Oh   John,   that’s   the   place   to   go.   It   was   wonderful!   Those   young   fellows   had   a   
roaring   time   there   in   Heidelberg.”   

  
Italy   
Joesler   established   links   to   Italy   through   family   in   Florence,   a   Milan   architectural   
apprenticeship,   and   travels   throughout   the   country   guided   by   his   study   of   history   and   
love   of   music.   He   saw   directly   the   Italian   built   environment,   both   its   structures   and   ruins.   

  
From   Italy   came   Marcus   Vitruvius   Pollio,   the   Roman   architect,   engineer   and   author   of   De   
architectura   written   in   the   time   of   Emperor   Caesar   Augustus   circa   15   BC   and   the   only   
surviving   contemporary   source   on   classical   architecture.33   Vitruvius   believed   an   ideal   
structure   should   exhibit   three   qualities—firmitas   (strength),   utilitas   (usefulness),   and   
venustas   (beauty).34   Vitruvius   also   related   details   about   the   first   weathervane.   

  
Andronicus   Cyrrhestes   built   at   Athens   an   octagonal   marble   tower   (the   Tower   of   the   
Winds   which   still   exists   today)   on   each   side   of   which   was   sculptured   a   figure   
representing   the   wind   blowing   from   the   quarter   opposite   thereto.   On   the   top   of   the   roof   of   
this   tower   a   brazen   Triton   with   a   rod   in   its   right   hand   moved   on   a   pivot,   and   pointed   to   
the   figure   of   the   quarter   in   which   the   wind   lay.   

  
Weathervanes   also   adorned   the   roofs   of   villas   of   wealthy   Romans   at   the   beginning   of   the   
first   millennium.   M.   Terentius   Varro,   deemed   “most   learned   of   the   Romans”   by   Quintilian,   
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had   on   his   farm   a   vane   that   could   be   read   indoors   by   means   of   a   connected   dial.   
Centuries   later   Thomas   Jefferson,   a   renowned   classicist,   used   the   same   idea   for   his   
home   at   Monticello.   

  
Echoing   Vitruvius   and   the   early   Romans,   Joesler   topped   many   of   his   large   houses   with   a   
weathervane.   And   over   one   hundred   years   after   Jefferson,   drawing   upon   the   simplicity   of   
clever   positioning   and   design   rather   than   the   more   complex   connected   dial,   Joesler   
matched   Jefferson   in   creating   a   weathervane   that   could   be   read   from   both   inside   and   out   
for   the   Woollen   House   in   Catalina   Foothills   Estates.   Joesler’s   most   noted   weathervane   
sits   atop   the   El   Conquistador   Water   Tower   building   designed   by   architect   Roy   Place   to   
encase   a   50,000-gallon   metal   water   storage   tank   which   served   the   Colonia   Solana   
neighborhood.   Approximately   four   feet   by   six   feet   in   size   and   weighing   seventy-five   
pounds,   the   weathervane   depicts   the   silhouette   of   a   prospector   in   one   hand   holding   his   
pick   over   his   shoulder   and   in   the   other   the   reins   of   his   burro   trailing   along   behind.   

        
Morocco   
The   architecture   of   Morocco   was   influenced   by   its   arid   climate   and   Morrish   culture.   It   
was   with   great   sensitivity   to   that   climate   and   culture   that   internationally   acclaimed   
French   landscape   architect,   Jean-Claude   Nicolas   Forestier   undertook   urban   planning   for   
Morocco’s   four   imperial   cities.38   The   implementation   of   Forestier’s   plans   was   readily   
observable   by   1921   when   Joesler   was   assigned   to   Morocco   for   military   duty.   

  
Before   beginning   any   building   or   laying   out   new   roads,   Forestier   insisted   on   first   
identifying   views.   A   similar   approach   to   siting   was   adopted   by   Joesler   later   in   his   
career.39   Forestier   also   believed   in   designing   structure   that   took   into   account   and   were  
compatible   with   the   elements   of   their   specific   environment—using   logs   in   wooden   areas   
and   adobe   in   desert   settings.   Joesler,   too,   embraced   such   precepts.   

  
The   importance   and   impact   of   siting   and   landscape   design   for   a   building   was   
underscored   by   the   minzah   (meaning   “beautiful   view)   or   pavilion   in   the   Ménara   Gardens   
in   Marrakech.   The   pavilion   and   its   setting   achieved   the   harmony   that   Forestier   believed   
was   an   ideal.   There   was   also   utility   in   its   beauty.   The   gardens   brought   a   respite   from   
dust   and   the   searing   Moroccan   heat.   The   reflecting   lake   doubled   as   a   basin   designed   to   
serve   as   a   reservoir   and   to   irrigate   the   surrounding   gardens   through   an   ingenious   
system   of   canals   designed   in   the   12th   century.   Water   for   the   basin   was   transported   from   
the   distant   High   Atlas   Mountains.   The   High   Atlas   range   above   Marrakech   provided   a   
dramtic   mountainous   backdrop   for   the   pavilions   and   its   gardens.   Similarly   in   later   years,   
Joesler   used   Arizona’s   rugged   Catalina   Mountains   above   Tucson   to   frame   his   own   
designs.   

  
Decorative   motifs   drawn   from   Moorish   architecture   were   already   emerging   as   important   
stylistic   elements   of   the   Spanish   Colonial   Revival   style   in   the   American   Southwest.   
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Marrakech’s   Koutoubia   Mosque   with   its   minaret   tower   dominating   the   city   underscored   
the   power,   beauty,   and   sophistication   that   can   be   achieved   with   simple   materials   and   
design.   In   his   own   future   designs,   Joesler   often   incorporated   a   tower,   a   tower-like   
chimney,   or   tile   work   reminiscent   of   his   days   in   Morocco.   Joesler   would   have   observed   
the   utility   of   building   with   stuccoed   mud   adobe   as   appropriate   for   an   arid   climate.   In   
Tucson,   he   would   become   highly   respected   for   his   knowledge   of   appropriate   design   and   
materials   for   Tucson’s   desert   climate.   

        
Spain   
From   Morocco,   Joesler   was   reassigned   to   Spain   for   continued   military   duty.   The   Iberian   
Peninsula   was   a   blend   of   Mediterranean   societies   influenced   over   time   and   place   by   the   
early   indigenous   people,   Romans,   Berbers,   Arabs,   Christians,   Jews,   and   Muslims   
among   others.   The   built   environment   of   Spain,   especially   in   the   Andalusia   and   Catalonia   
areas,   offered   notable   examples   of   both   historic   and   contemporary   structures   

  
In   the   Andalusian   area   in   the   south   of   Spain,   two   iconic   structures   underscored   the   
aesthetic   beauty   derived   from   this   amalgamation   of   cultural   influences.   A   dramatic   
example   was   the   Giralda   Tower,   now   Seville’s   most   well   known   symbol.   The   lower   
two-thirds   of   the   Giralda   Tower   was   the   original   mosque   minaret,   which   was   converted   
into   the   bell   tower   for   the   Cathedral   de   Santa   María   de   la   Sede,   (Cathedral   of   St.   Mary   of   
the   Sea,   better   known   as   the   Seville   Cathedral).   The   upper   third,   a   belfry   designed   in   
Spanish   Renaissance   style,   was   added   in   the   16th   century.   

  
The   Calat   Alhambra   in   Granada   reflects   the   fusion   of   Muslim   and   Christian   cultures,   
architecture,   gardens,   arts,   and   crafts   characteristics   of   which   are   expressed   as   an   
integrated   whole.   The   plain,   austere   exterior   walls   of   Alhambra   are   in   stark   contrast   to   
the   splendor   of   its   interior   rooms   and   courtyards.   It   is   a   testimony   to   the   collective   
talents,   sensitivity,   and   artistic   vision   of   the   Muslim,   Christian,   and   Jewish   artisans   and   
craftsmen   whose   hands   sculpted   and   adorned   the   Alhambra.   

  
The   Alhambra’s   courtyards,   colorful   tiles,   columned   arcades,   and   varied   ceiling   heights   
are   echoed   in   Joesler’s   own   designs.   He   developed   his   own   sense   of   awareness   of   
breezes,   light   and   shade   so   as   to   integrate   the   outdoors   with   the   interiors   of   his   houses.   
An   indication   of   the   strength   of   the   Alhambra’s   impact   on   Joesler   is   the   fact   that   years   
later   during   his   family’s   1951   European   trip,   he   insisted   his   daughter   be   introduced   to   the   
beauty   of   the   Alhambra   and   see   its   intriguing   fountain   in   the   Patio   de   los   Leones   (Court   
of   the   Lions).   

  
Joesler’s   military   posting   was   to   Barcelona,   longtime   home   of   Spanish   Catalan   architect   
Antoni   Gaudii   Cornet   (known   as   Gaudi),   the   best   known   practitioner   of   Catalan   
modernismo.   Gaudi’s   life   passions   were   architecture,   nature   and   religion,   which   he   
integrated   into   a   very   individualized   and   distinctive   style.   His   greatest   work,   the   large   
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Roman   Catholic   Church   called   Sagrada   Familia   is   today   the   most   visited   monument   in   
Spain.   Gaudi   integrated   into   his   architecture   such   crafts   as   ceramics,   stained   glass,   
forged   wrought   iron,   and   carpentry.   He   also   introduced   new   techniques   in   the   use   of   
materials   like   the   use   of   waste   ceramic   pieces.44   In   Tucson,   Joesler   worked   with   skilled   
craftspeople,   especially   those   of   Mexican   descent,   and   incorporated   their   artwork   into   
his   architecture.   The   architect   himself   designed   many   of   the   handcrafted   features,   like   
the   weathervanes   which   became   signatures   of   his   houses.     

        
On   a   personal   note,   Barcelona   was   important   because   it   was   there   that   Nati   and   Josias   
met,   courted,   and   were   married   in   1924.   Many   young   Barcelona   couples   enjoyed   
spending   time   in   the   Jardins   de   Laribal,   one   of   the   outstanding   gardens   in   Parque   
Montjuic   designed   by   Forestier.   Plant   lovers,   like   Nati   and   Josias,   could   enjoy   and   learn   
about   “the   new   traditional   Mediterranean   landscape   style   Forestier   created   in   Parque   
Montjuic   which   respected   the   pre-   existing   native   plants   in   addition   to   fruit   trees   from   
earlier   agricultural   days,   and   included   features   which   were   the   characteristic   of   Arabic   
gardens   such   as   ceramic   tiles,   ornamental   water   features   and   flowering   plants   in   pots   on   
railings   and   parapets.”   

  
In   later   years,   the   weight   Joesler   gave   to   the   value   of   plants   and   existing   landscape   for   
his   architectural   designs   is   highlighted   by   instructions   penciled   on   his   drawings   for   the   
McKee   house   in   Marrakesh,   Morocco   that   palm   trees   not   be   cut   and   the   house   be   built   
around   them   and   his   enforcement,   as   supervisory   architect,   of   a   “do   not   disturb”   
mandate   for   native   vegetation   beginning   just   five   feet   beyond   buildings   to   be   constructed   
in   Catalina   Foothills   Estates   in   Tucson.   
  

France   
As   a   complement   to   his   technical   architectural   career   training,   Joesler   studied   both   
history   and   drawing   at   the   École   des   Beaux   Arts   in   Paris.   Through   his   classes   he   had   an   
opportunity   to   gain   new   sensitivities   to   proportion   and   perspective   and   for   both   time   and   
line.   The   importance   Joesler   ascribed   to   drawing   is   underscored   by   the   knowledge   that   
later   in   life   in   those   brief   interludes   when   not   obsessed   by   his   architectural   work,   Joesler   
turned   to   drawing   as   his   divertissement.   

  
Lessons   learned   outside   of   formal   classes   were   equally   important   to   the   development   of   
an   architect’s   philosophy   of   design.   In   Paris,   again   the   work   of   Forestier   was   instructive.   
With   a   lifetime   appointment   as   the   Conservateur   des   Promenades   and   Plantations   de   la   
Ville   de   Paris,   Forestier   left   a   mark   on   his   native   France   readily   evident   in   his   designs   for   
the   arboretum   at   Vincennes,   the   Bagatelle   gardens   in   the   Bois   de   Boulogne   and   of   
course   for   the   Jardin   du   Champ-de-Mars,   which   was   the   site   for   the   1925   L’Exposition   
International   des   Arts   Décoratifs   et   Industriels   Modernes.   Forestier’s   design   work   for   
Champ-de-Mars   started   in   1908,   was   interrupted   by   the   war,   then   resumed   afterwards.   
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The   1925   exhibition’s   aim   was   to   re-establish   Paris   after   World   War   I   as   the   European   
leader   in   taste   and   style.   The   exposition   was   dedicated   to   modern   decorative   arts   and   
was   the   origin   of   the   term   Art   Deco.   It   also   served   as   a   showcase   for   the   newest   most   
modern   ideas   and   designs   in   architecture,   furniture,   ornament,   education,   and   arts   of   the   
theatre,   street   and   garden   from   all   over   Europe   and   beyond.   

  
Among   the   participating   artists   were   such   familiar   names   as   Le   Corbusier,   René   Lalique,   
and   Arne   Jacobsen,   who   was   then   an   architectural   student.   Interestingly,   Jacobsen,   who   
went   on   to   become   one   of   Denmark’s   most   influential   20th   century   architects   and   
designers,   won   the   Silver   Prize   not   in   architecture   but   in   furniture   design.   Another   
architectural   student,   Luis   Barragán,   who   was   destined   to   be   a   prominent   20th   century   
architect   in   Mexico,   experienced   the   expo   as   a   visitor   and   was   struck   by   the   pioneering   
spirit   of   Le   Corbusier’s   L’Esprit   Nouveau   pavilion.   

  
It   is   noteworthy   that   amid   the   glamour   and   excitement   of   the   new   buildings,   exhibition   
gardens,   and   decorative   items,   Forestier   included   in   his   master   design   many   simple,  
small,   intimate   gardens   with   deep   shade   that   invite   visitors   to   take   time   rest,   contemplate   
and   seek   inspiration.   The   small   gardens   would   remain   for   Parisians   and   its   visitors   to   
enjoy   long   after   the   exhibition   was   over.   

  
With   a   smörgåsbord   of   ideas   from   L’Exposition   international   des   arts   décoratifs   et   
industriels   modernes,   Joesler   then   set   sail   for   the   New   World   where   his   own   
architectural   designs   would   still   softly   echo   his   ties   to   the   Old   World   as   exemplified   by   
comparing   the   Solomnic   columns   of   Joesler’s   St.   Philip’s   in   the   Hills   Church   to   those   in   
the   cloister   of   Saint   Sauveur   in   Aix-en-   Provence,   France.     

  
Cuba   
En   route   to   Mexico,   Joesler   and   Nati   stopped   for   several   months   in   Havana.   Of   particular   
interest   would   have   been   the   city’s   built   environment   reflecting   architectural   styles   
spanning   four   hundred   years.   The   city’s   sixteenth   century   colonial   fortresses   built   to   
protect   the   harbor   entrance   exemplified   the   influence   of   different   Moorish,   Spanish,   
Italian,   Greek,   and   Roman   styles   and   cultures.   Of   special   note   was   the   tower   added   in   
the   seventeenth   century   to   the   Castillo   de   la   Real   Fueraza,   which   was   topped   by   a   
beautiful   bronze   statue,   which   has   become   the   iconic   symbol   of   the   city   of   Havana.50   
The   statue   is   incorporated   into   a   weathervane   and   is   called   La   Giraldilla,   a   reference   to   
the   La   Giralda   (“weathervane”   in   English)   tower   atop   the   cathedral   in   Seville,   birthplace   
of   Juan   de   Bitrián   Viamonte,   governor   of   Havana   between   1630   and   1634   who   
commissioned   the   statue.   

  
One   of   the   most   outstanding   examples   of   eighteenth   century   Baroque   architecture   in   
Havana   was   La   Catedral   de   la   Virgen   María   de   la   Concepción   Inmaculada   de   La   
Habana   (also   called   the   Catedral   de   la   Habana).   The   beautiful   undulating   façade   has   
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asymmetric   bell   towers   which   is   most   unusual   in   Baroque   design.   This   was   a   very   
practical   solution   to   allow   drainage   of   water   that   accumulated   in   the   Plaza   de   la   
Cathedral.     

  
With   the   arrival   of   the   railroad   (the   first   in   a   Spanish-speaking   country),   gas   lighting   in   
the   city,   and   rapid   growth   in   sugar   and   coffee   production   in   the   nineteenth   century,   
neoclassical   architecture   became   Havana’s   most   prominent   architectural   style.   Wealthy   
Habaneros   looked   to   Europe   and   especially   to   France   for   their   inspiration   as   exemplified   
by   the   Palacio   de   Aldama   (1844)   one   of   the   most   significant   residential   buildings.   It   
typified   upper   class   residences   of   that   time   with   their   balconies,   wrought-iron   gates,   and   
arcades   of   neoclassical   columns   facing   courtyards   or   open   spaces.   Many   well   
proportioned,   set   back   neoclassical   buildings   were   located   in   the   Vedado   District.   

  
Another   French   connection   was   made   in   1918   when   President   Mario   G.   Menocal   
commissioned   Jean-Claude   Nicolas   Forestier   to   design   the   park   around   Castillo   de   San   
Salvador   de   la   Punta.53   Forestier   emphasized   the   natural   setting,   incorporated   the   
rolling   topography,   the   lush   tropical   vegetation,   and   the   enduring   presence   of   the   ocean   
while   creating   inviting   public   spaces.   He   also   utilized   shade   trees   whenever   possible.   
The   design   was   created   by   a   Frenchman,   but   it   was   truly   Cuban   in   its   spirit.   Forestier’s   
design’s   had   been   executed   in   the   Old   World—Morocco,   Spain,   and   France.   Now   
Forestier   applied   his   design   philosophy   to   the   New   World.   Forestier   was   asked   to   devise   
a   master   plan   for   Havana   to   preserve   its   tropical   beauty   and   its   unique   architectural   
heritage   while   laying   out   a   guide   for   harmonious   growth   as   a   modern   city.   It   is   important   
to   note   that   while   he   would   draw   upon   his   own   experiences   from   around   the   
Mediterranean,   Forestier   believed   the   plan   for   Havana   had   to   be   uniquely   Cuban.   He   
assembled   a   team   not   only   of   Cuban   architects,   but   also   of   Cuban   artists   and   artisans   to   
insure   that   the   plan   would   reflect   Cuban   culture,   crafts,   climate   and   dreams.54   Once   
again   Forestier   stressed   the   importance   of   conserving   and   respecting   natural   landscape   
and   cultural   heritage   when   planning   for   the   future.   

  
Mexico   
Between   1925   and   1927,   Joesler   worked   for   the   Federal   District   government   in   Mexico   
City.   In   Mexico   artistic   and   cultural   traits   and   traditions   transferred   from   Spain   and   
Morocco   were   combined   with   those   of   indigenous   societies   to   create   uniquely   “Mexican”   
expressions   and   culture.   Joesler’s   experience   in   Mexico,   combined   with   John   and   Helen   
Murphey’s   frequent   visits   south   of   the   border,   shaped   the   romantic   Mexican   vision   that  
was   to   become   Catalina   Foothills   Estates,   Tucson’s   premier   development.   

  
During   Joesler’s   residence,   Mexico   had   only   a   tentative   political   stability   and   the   
direction   of   its   national   architecture   was   a   matter   of   intense   debate.   The   revolutionary   
years,   1910-1917,   had   banished   the   dictator   Porfirio   Díaz   along   with   his   era’s   
Francophile   tastes   in   architecture.   Post-revolutionary   governments   between   1920   and   
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1940   promoted   economic   development   in   what   was,   at   least   outside   of   Mexico   City,   a   
largely   poor,   agricultural   society.   The   Mexican   Revolution   did   not   reject   private   property,   
per   se,   although   as   in   the   case   of   the   expropriation   of   foreign   petroleum   holdings   in   
1938,   it   did   pursue   a   nationalist   policy.   As   a   critical   patron,the   Mexican   government   
would   become   a   major   factor   in   determining   the   course   of   architectural   aesthetics   across   
the   remainder   of   the   century.   

  
Beginning   about   1920,   the   Mexican   government   initiated   an   economic   development   
program.   The   Ministry   of   Education   was   central   to   this   effort,   which   included   the   
elimination   of   illiteracy   as   one   of   the   top   goals   of   the   post-revolutionary   governments.   At   
the   same   time,   artists,   architects,   writers,   and   other   cultural   figures   were   engrossed   in   
the   project   of   defining   post-revolutionary   Mexican   culture   and   arts.   For   architects,   the   
goal   was   to   create   a   new   national   architecture.   While   all   agreed   to   reject   the   Beaux-Arts   
themes   of   the   old   regime,   what   might   best   represent   an   authentic   new   Mexican   
architecture   became   a   topic   of   debate   for   decades   to   come.   

  
Three   styles   vied   for   dominance   in   the   search   for   an   authentic   Mexican   architecture   
between   the   world   wars.   The   historically   minded   favored   a   Neocolonial   style   and   even   
the   then-popular   “California   Colonial,”   which   was   called   Spanish   Colonial   Revival   in   the   
United   States.   Unlike   the   American   style,   whose   prototypes   were   of   the   periphery   of   the   
Spanish   empire,   Mexican   Neocolonial   drew   upon   a   far   richer   heritage   of   substantial   
buildings,   mostly   in   Mexico   City,   which   reflected   the   city’s   wealth   and   prestige   as   the   
seat   of   the   vice   royalty   prior   to   independence   from   Spain.   José   Vasconcelos,   head   of   the   
Ministry   of   Education   from   1920   to   1924,   directed   use   of   Neocolonial   style   in   the   
ministry’s   building   program.   Vasconcelos   also   insisted   on   the   integration   of   murals   into   
public   buildings   as   a   means   of   conveying   the   government’s   revolutionary   message   to   the   
still   largely   illiterate   population.   This   integration   had   at   least   three   implications.   The   first   
was   the   elevation   of   muralists,   such   as   Diego   Rivera,   to   a   significant   architectural   role.   It   
also   required   architects   to   leave   areas   of   blank   wall   available   to   the   muralists,   which,   
incidentally,   favored   use   of   concrete   rather   than   large   areas   of   glass.   Thirdly,   the   
integration   of   public   art   and   architecture   violated   one   of   the   major   principles   emerging   
out   of   European   modernism.   

  
The   painter/muralist   Diego   Rivera   was   Mexico’s   most   famous   artist   at   the   time   and   his   
opinions   on   architecture   were   influential.   For   a   brief   period   (1929-30),   Rivera   was   
director   of   the   Central   School   of   Plastic   Arts   where   he   advocated   functionalism   as   the   
means   to   design   utilitarian   buildings   to   advance   the   cause   of   the   government   and   the  
poor.   Later,   when   speaking   of   the   then-undeveloped   region   southwest   of   Mexico   City   
known   as   El   Pedregal,   he   advocated   an   architectural   organicism   similar   to   that   of   Frank   
Lloyd   Wright.   After   1945,   the   architect   Luis   Barragán   would   establish   his   international   
reputation   based   on   the   application   of   this   organic   idea   to   his   up-scale   residential   
development   at   El   Pedregal.   
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The   second   of   the   three   styles   vying   for   dominance   was   based   on   applying   motifs   
associated   with   Prehispanic   native   cultures   of   Mexico,   primarily   Aztec   and   Mayan.   
Advocates   of   this   style,   which   dated   back   to   the   nineteenth   century,   rejected   European   
influences   altogether.       
  

While   Mexico   sponsored   a   number   of   exhibition   buildings   for   international   expositions   in   
an   exuberant   Neo-Aztecan   style,   as   a   practical   matter,   such   motifs   were   useable   mostly  
as   decoration   rather   than   as   guides   for   whole   buildings.   But   along   with   the   advocates   of   
Neocolonialism,   the   Prehispanicists   favored   decoration   in   architecture.   

  
The   architects   influenced   by   international   modernist   trends   formed   a   third   group   favoring   
the   new   functionalism   of   Le   Corbusier   and   the   simple   abstraction   of   forms   promoted   by   
Mies   van   der   Rohe.   The   first   buildings   displaying   modernist   principles   were   built   during   
the   later   twenties.   José   Villagrán   García,   who   taught   at   the   National   University,   was   a   
conventional   architect   of   the   time   whose   outstanding   work   was   the   Neocolonial-style   
National   Stadium   (1929).   But   as   an   eclectic   Beaux-Arts-trained   architect,   García   could   
design   in   the   modern   style,   merely   as   a   style,   without   the   burden   of   adherence   to   
modernist   ideology.   

  
Mexico   City   provided   yet   another   example   of   the   influence   of   Forestier   in   urban   design.   
In   1903,   Miguel   Angel   de   Quevedo   as   chief   director   of   the   national   resources   was   
appointed   head   of   Mexico   City’s   Department   of   Parks   and   Gardens.   Quevedo   credited   
Forestier   as   his   mentor   and   intellectual   advisor   in   environmental   enterprises.   He   
advocated   for   more   open   space   in   urban   areas,   created   forty   parks,   conducted   vast   
conservation   and   reforestation   campaigns,   and   stressed   the   importance   of   
comprehensive   planning   that   respected   cultural   heritage   and   integrated   nature   for   
current   and   future   generations.   

  
Concordant   with   the   green   precepts   of   Forestier   was   Lomas   de   Chapultepec   (or   
Chapultepec   Heights),   Mexico   City’s   premier   example   of   the   “Garden   City   movement.”   
Built   in   1922   by   José   Juis   Cuevas   Pietrasanta,   this   soon   became   a   showcase   for   
upper-middle-class   developments   featuring   open   green   space   mostly   contiguous   with   
the   city.   It   was   laid   out   following   the   contour   of   the   terrain   leaving   the   natural   drainage   as   
open   space.   The   main   roads   ran   along   the   crest   of   the   hills   with   narrower,   meandering   
side   streets   that   took   advantage   of   scenic   vistas   of   the   city   and   valley   below.   Lots   were   
large   and   heavily   vegetated.   The   enduring   appeal   of   the   neighborhood   is   a   testimony   to   
the   quality   of   Cuevas’s   original   plan   as   well   as   to   the   excellence   of   the   architectural   
designs   built   in   Lomas   de   Chapultepec.   

  
These   were   some   of   the   visions   and   ideas   in   architecture   and   urban   planning   circulating   
in   Mexico   when   Joesler   began   working   for   the   government   in   Mexico   City   in   1925.   
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Throughout   their   lives,   Josias   and   Nati   Joesler   maintained   an   interest   in   and   involvement   
with   the   decorative   arts   and   crafts   of   Mexico   as   evidenced   by   his   architectural   and   
furniture   design,   her   ceramics   artwork,   and   their   Mexican   import   shop   in   San   Diego.   

  
In   1927,   with   demonstrations   by   workers   and   socialists   contributing   to   unsettled   
conditions   in   Mexico   City,   the   Joeslers   left   Mexico   for   Los   Angeles,   California,   where   
Josias   aspired   to   learn   more   about   the   architecture   of   Frank   Lloyd   Wright.   Josias   and   
Nati   joined   a   mule   pack   train   and   undertook   the   arduous   journey   to   the   United   States,   to   
Los   Angeles   and   to   new   opportunities.   

  
Los   Angeles   
When   the   Joeslers   arrived   in   Los   Angeles   in   September   1927,   the   area   was   
experiencing   a   preoccupation   with   Spanish   Colonial   Revival   architecture   so   red   tiled   
roofs   and   Spanish,   Mediterranean,   and   Mexican   building   forms   were   plentiful.   

  
Joesler   accepted   a   position   in   Los   Angeles   as   a   draftsman   with   Pacific   Ready-Cut   
Homes,   the   third   largest   kit   home   manufacturer   in   the   United   States.   The   firm   mass   
produced   houses   in   the   popular   styles   of   the   period.   In   the   1925   catalog,   they   represent   
the   range   of   small   Craftsman-style   bungalows,   eclectic   Colonial   and   English-style   
cottages,   and   Spanish   Eclectic   style   homes.   In   addition,   they   illustrated   courtyards,   that   
is,   clusters   of   tiny   houses   and   small   duplex   cottages.   

  
Being   an   artist   as   well   as   an   architect,   Joesler   had   a   natural   talent   for   creating   Spanish   
Colonial   Revival   designs.   Because   of   his   European   educational   training   and   work   
experience,   he   was   able   easily   to   produce   many   other   styles   as   well.   Although   such   a   
company   would   have   architects   design   its   plans,   it   is   not   known   whether   the   company  
hired   Joesler   as   a   designer   or   a   design-draftsman   to   work   in   its   architectural   department.   
The   Pacific   Ready-Cut   approach   to   design   and   construction   demonstrated   the   benefit   
and   savings   of   efficient,   timely   production   planning.   Joesler   applied   this   knowledge   to   
design   several   small   house   “types”   in   1940   for   Angle   Realty   Company   for   a   small,   
speculative   subdivision   on   Water   Street   in   the   Olive   Park   Addition   in   Tucson.   

  
Josias   Th.   Joesler:   Architectural   Career,   1927-1956   
In   1927,   en   route   from   Mexico   City   to   their   final   destination,   Los   Angeles,   Josias   and   
Nati   took   out   six-   month   visitor   permits   in   September   at   the   United   States   entry   port   of   
Nogales,   Arizona.64   According   to   Helen   Murphey,   it   was   Joesler’s   intention   when   
coming   to   the   United   States   “to   take   a   study   trip   with   a   member   of   an   architectural   firm   in   
Hollywood.   But   upon   his   arrival   in   Hollywood,   he   found   that   this   party   was   in   poor   health   
and   could   not   go.”   

By   1927,   John   Murphey’s   Tucson   business   had   grown   past   his   own   capacities   to   both   
design   and   contract   all   of   his   company’s   construction   projects   in   Tucson.   He   had   been   
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retaining   Tucson   architects   for   over   a   year,   but   was   now   seeking   a   “special”   architect   
who   could   join   his   staff   and   handle   all,   or   most,   of   his   architectural   work.   After   a   couple   
of   months   in   Los   Angeles,   Joesler   was   recommended   by   a   Santa   Barbara   architect   to   
John   and   Helen   Murphey   as   a   skilled   architect   who   could   transform   into   reality   their   idea   
of   building   a   community   featuring   gracious   homes   evocative   of   the   cultures   of   the   
Mediterranean,   Spain,   and   Mexico.   

John   Murphey   immediately   contacted   Joesler   and   arranged   an   interview   in   Tucson.   
Joesler   arrived   from   Los   Angeles   by   train,   and   Murphey   was   there   to   meet   him.   After   
stopping   by   their   house   to   introduce   Joesler   to   Helen,   John   showed   Joesler   what   they   
had   built   so   far   and   the   land   he   envisioned   developing.   Helen   Murphey   remembered   that   
Joesler   “drew   plans   for   two   houses   that   same   day   and   we   knew   this   was   the   man   we   
needed.   He   was   so   quick.”   For   his   part,   Joesler   was   impressed   with   Tucson,   telling   
John,   “This   is   beautiful   land,   Mr.   Murphey.”     

  
Helen   Murphey   continued:  

  
Just   like   that,   and   sketched   it   off.   So   John   says,   “Well,   that’s   great.”   So   then   John   kind   of   
sat   back   and   said,   “Do   you   think   your   wife   would   like   living   over   here?   Maybe   we’ll   take   
you,   go   all   around   town.”   “Como   no,”   [Joe   said].   He   spoke   Swiss,   but   he   talked   Spanish   
a   lot.   

  
A   couple   of   weeks   later   in   November   1927,   Joesler,   accompanied   by   Nati,   stepped   off   
the   train   in   Tucson   to   begin   an   architectural   collaboration   and   personal   friendship   with   
the   Murpheys.   

  
At   the   beginning   of   March   1928,   with   their   six-month   visitor   permits   having   expired,   the   
Joeslers   returned   to   Nogales   to   apply   for   re-entry   into   the   U.S.   Initially   the   immigration   
board   passed   them   through,   had   them   vaccinated,   and   asked   them   to   return   that   
afternoon.   Unfortunately,   in   the   afternoon,   the   board   ruled   the   Joeslers   were   ineligible   for   
re-entry   because   he   had   violated   the   terms   of   his   temporary   visitor   permit   by   working   for   
pay   for   Murphey   and   by   entering   the   University   of   Arizona   as   a   student.   

  

Joesler   was   frustrated   by   the   ruling   and   asked   that   his   case   be   appealed   to   Washington,   
which   the   board   agreed   to   do.   Meanwhile,   on   behalf   of   the   Joeslers,   the   Murpheys   
retained   the   services   of   Washington,   D.C.   attorneys,   Charles   H.   Butler   and   John   A.   
Kratz.   Butler   and   Kratz   brought   the   plight   of   the   Joeslers   (and   the   Murpheys)   to   the   
attention   of   Arizona   Senator   Carl   Hayden.   Despite   Senator   Hayden’s   intercession   with  
the   commissioner   of   the   Bureau   of   Immigration,   the   local   ruling   was   affirmed. 

  
Both   the   commissioner   and   Hayden   recommended   the   Joeslers   apply   for   valid   quota   
immigration   visas   at   the   nearest   U.S.   consular   office   as   soon   as   possible   because   each   
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year   the   number   of   applicants   far   exceeded   visa   availability.   The   commissioner   also   
indicated   that   the   Joeslers’   previous   exclusion   from   entry   should   have   no   prejudicial   
effect   on   their   reapplication.72   Therefore,   the   Joeslers   established   residency   in   Nogales,   
Sonora,   Mexico,   so   that   they   could   legally   qualify   to   apply   to   the   American   consul   in   
Nogales   for   Swiss   quota   visas.   On   June   1,   1928,   the   American   consul   accepted   their   
applications   and   immediately   forwarded   them   to   Zurich   for   processing.   

Meanwhile,   Joesler   established   an   office   in   Nogales,   Sonora.   Joesler   and   Murphey   
organized   a   system   of   regular   couriers   to   carry   their   work   back   and   forth   between   
Nogales   and   Tucson   to   minimize   the   times   that   Joesler   had   to   make   the   seventy-mile   
each   way   commute   to   and   from   Tucson   while   maintaining   residency   in   Mexico.   

In   1930,   after   receiving   immigration   preference   as   part   of   a   quota   for   certain   aliens,   the   
Joeslers   moved   to   the   area   of   Tucson   known   as   the   Morning   View   Tracts   subdivision.   
Joesler   built   a   rambling   Spanish   Colonial   Revival   style   residence   with   his   own   hands   and   
completed   it   in   early   1930.   While   Murphey   provided   the   impetus   for   Joesler’s   relocation   
to   Tucson   and   kept   him   busy   throughout   the   remainder   of   the   1920s,   the   slowdown   in   
Murphey’s   work   during   the   early   Depression   likely   contributed   to   Joesler’s   decision   to   
expand   his   own   practice   in   1932.   

  
The   Joeslers   aspired   to   U.S.   citizenship   and   after   completing   all   immigration   and   
naturalization   requirements,   were   granted   citizenship   on   November   23,   1936.   

  
That   same   year,   Joesler   began   construction   of   his   second   Tucson   family   house,   again   
designed   and   personally   built   by   “Joe”   as   everyone   called   him   now.   The   house   was   
slightly   smaller   than   their   first   one,   but   located   in   the   Colonial   Estates   subdivision   now  
known   as   the   Peter   Howell   neighborhood.   It   represented   a   move   to   a   better   
neighborhood.   Here   the   Joeslers   began   entertaining   more   frequently   and   developed   a   
pleasant   social   life.   

  
While   Joesler   was   using   his   architectural   skills   to   put   his   imprimatur   on   his   new   
community,   Nati   drew   upon   her   artistic   talents   to   make   her   own   civic   contribution.   An   
accomplished   ceramist   and   china   painter,   Nati   organized   art   classes   for   disabled   war   
veterans.   This   may   have   been   done   under   the   auspices   of   the   Arizona   Hut   founded   by   
Isabella   Greenway,   though   this   is   speculative.   Nati   also   helped   her   husband   by   making   
distinctive   hand-painted   ceramic   tiles   to   incorporate   into   his   designs   and   picked   plants   
for   landscaping   accents.   

  
In   1938,   the   Joesler   family   grew   to   three   with   the   adoption   of   an   infant   girl,   Margret   
Luisa,   from   the   Stork’s   Nest,   a   maternity   home   in   downtown   Tucson.   The   Joeslers   also   
tried   to   adopt   a   baby   boy,   but   the   adoption   fell   through.   Margret   remembers   they   spoke   
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only   Spanish   at   home   and   their   home   was   always   filled   with   classical   music.   Both   of   her   
parents   liked   opera,   but   her   mother   was   the   more   ardent   opera   lover.   

  

In   1942,   the   Joesler   family   moved   from   Tucson   to   Farmington,   New   Mexico   where   
Joesler   built   their   third   home.   Nati   had   developed   severe   allergies   in   the   Tucson   desert   
so   the   higher   country   around   Farmington   was   hoped   to   be   better   for   her   health.   Another   
draw   for   Farmington   was   the   presence   in   the   area   of   settlers,   primarily   sheepherders,   
from   Nati’s   native   Basque   region   of   Spain.   Other   factors   influenced   their   decision.   
Building   materials   were   then   reserved   for   the   World   War   II   effort,   effectively   shutting   
down   the   residential   architecture   and   development   business.   Joesler   had   seen   Murphey   
have   to   close   the   Hacienda   del   Sol   School   because   it   was   too   difficult   to   get   food   for   the   
girls   at   the   school   due   to   wartime   rationing.   In   Farmington,   the   Joeslers   were   self-reliant,   
growing   their   own   food   and   keeping   animals   such   as   chickens.   They   had   a   farm   and   
apple   orchards   to   help   put   food   on   the   table   during   war   rationing.   In   a   letter   dated   April   
13,   1943   to   Joe,   John   Murphey   wrote:   

  
Rationing   is   getting   so   tough   that   I   wonder   if   your   good   wife   has   found   time   to   fill   up   
some   jars   for   you   to   bring   the   next   time   you   come   down?   
  

During   the   time   the   Joesler   family   lived   in   Farmington,   Josias   was   unable   to   
spend   as   much   time   there   as   did   Nati   and   Margret   given   his   professional   
responsibilities   as   the    architect   and   building   superintendent   for   over   six   million   dollars   
in   building   contracts   at   U.S.   military   installations   in   Arizona,   New   Mexico,   and   Texas,   
which   required   him   to   travel   from   Farmington   to   those   bases   frequently.   

Given   the   stress   placed   on   Nati’s   heart   by   Farmington’s   elevation   of   5,395   feet   and   her   
longing   to   live   by   the   sea   again,   the   Joeslers   moved   to   the   Ocean   Beach   neighborhood   
of   San   Diego   in   late   1944.   Daughter   Margret   was   also   now   ready   to   start   school,   which   
she   said   was   a   difficult   adjustment   because   she   only   spoke   Spanish. 

  

In   1945,   Joesler   again   designed   and   built   with   his   own   hands   a   house   for   his   family.   
Located   in   the   Sunset   Cliffs   area   on   Point   Loma,   the   house   was   sited   at   an   angle   to   the   
front   of   the   street   affording   it   sweeping,   breathtaking   views   not   only   of   the   Pacific   but   
also   of   Ocean   Beach,   Mission   Beach,   and   La   Jolla.   Joesler   included   a   place   in   the   
house   for   a   kiln,   which   Nati   used   to   continue   her   artistic   ceramics   work.   Nati   resumed   
organizing   therapy   art   classes   for   disabled   war   veterans   this   time   at   the   US   Naval   
Hospital   in   San   Diego.   

  
As   Joesler   spent   more   time   in   Tucson   reestablishing   his   architectural   practice   after   
World   War   II,   he,   at   first,   stayed   with   the   Murpheys   sometimes   for   up   to   six   months   at   a   
time   before   ultimately   renting   a   room.89   Leaving   Margret   in   Nati’s   care   in   San   Diego,   
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Joesler   made   the   400-mile   commute   between   the   two   cities   as   his   schedule   allowed.   
When   in   San   Diego   he   also   had   design   projects   and   he   still   worked   seemingly   non-stop.   
(He   had   a   drafting   table   set   up   in   the   living   room   on   a   back   wall.)   In   his   rare   free   time,   his   
daughter   Margret   remembered   her   father   occupied   himself   by   drawing   landscape   and   
seascape   sketches.   

  
Joesler   took   time   away   from   his   architectural   practice   to   take   Nati   and   Margret   to   Europe   
in   1951.   After   a   cross-country   drive,   their   1951   Buick   was   loaded   aboard   a   ship   and   they   
sailed   from   New   York   to   Holland.   “The   large   American   car   created   a   stir”   as   the   Joeslers   
traveled   across   the   continent   touring   Holland,   Italy,   France,   Spain,   and   Switzerland  
where   Margret   got   to   meet   her   uncle,   Josias’s   brother,   Stefan.   

  
In   1955,   Joe   designed   and   built   a   small   shopping   center   on   Bacon   Street   in   Ocean   
Beach   in   San   Diego   where   Nati   and   Margret   opened   Nati’s   Import   Shop   showcasing   
Mexican   folk   art   and   crafts.   Nati   managed   the   shop   and   the   buying   while   Margret   did   the   
bookkeeping.   With   Nati,   Joesler   shared   a   mutual   interest   in   and   support   for   the   
decorative   arts.   Joesler   was   one   of   six   architects   or   landscape   architects   selected   to   
design   vignettes   for   displaying   arts   and   crafts   for   the   Tucson   Fine   Arts   Association’s   
Craft   Guild’s   juried   show,   “Tucson   Crafts   in   Use,   The   Indoor-Outdoor   Trend”   in   February   
1956.   

Joesler   had   not   been   feeling   well,   and   at   the   Murpheys’   urging   he   consulted   a   doctor   
after   which   he   did   not   mention   continuing   to   feel   unwell   to   the   Murpheys.   Helen   Murphey   
explained:   

So   then   one   night   the   police   or   someone   phoned   us   and   said,   “Mr.   Murphey,   you’d   better   
come   down   here.   We’ve   got   a   man   that’s   sick   here   at   the   hospital,   and   he   said   he   wants   
to   talk   to   you.”   So   John   went   on   down,   but   by   the   time   he   got   there   it   was   too   late.   Joe   
was   gone.   
  

On   February   12,   1956,   Josias   Joesler   died   of   a   heart   attack   in   Tucson.   In   1960   or   1961,   
Nati   Joesler   returned   to   Spain   where   she   passed   away   on   June   23,   1963,   in   Bilbao.     

  
Nora   Kreps   (   -   1987)   and   William   Harriosn   Loerpabel   (1894   -   1976)   
  

William   Harrison   “W.   H.”    Loerpabel   attended   the   University   of   Arizona,   earning   a   Bachelor   of   
Science   Degree   in   1915   focusing   on   mining.   His   thesis   topic   was   “The   Equipment   and   
Development   of   a   150   Ton   Gold   Mine   in   the   Seward   Peninsula   of   Alaska.”    Nora   Loerpabel   was   
born   on   a   North   Dakota   Indian   post,   Fort   Pembina   across   from   the   Manitoba   border.     
  

The   couple   lived   in   rural   districts   in   the   states   of   San   Luis   Potosi   and   Chihuahua   Mexico   while   
William   worked   as   a   mining   engineer   for   the   American   Smelting   and   Refining   Company   
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(ASARCO).    Over   the   years   William   led   numerous   units   of   the   company   in   Mexico   and   the   
Pacific   Northwest   including   at   Parral   and   Characas   For   a   period   he   was   in   charge   of   the   Kilburn   3

Property   in   Mexico.   In   1939,   William   was   tapped   to   take   over   as   the   Tucson-based   manager   of   
ASARCO   moving   from   New   York   City   following   the   retirement   of   Buttel   R.   Hatcher.     
  

The   company   operated   two   mines   in   Arizona   and   one   in   New   Mexico:   Octave,   a   gold   property,   
the   Trench   mine   for   silver-lead   at   Patagonia,   and   the   Groundhog   at   Silver   City,   N.M.   a   
silver-lead-copper   mine.    The   Tucson   branch   was   established   in   1912   primarily   for   exploration   
and   examination.     4

  
When   the   Loerpabels   arrived   in   Tucson   they   began   searching   for   a   property   that   would   blend   
with   their   aesthetic   and   fit   their   collection   of   Mexican   furniture   and   artifacts.   In   the   mid-1958   they   
hired   Annie   Verona   "Veronica"   Barry   Hughart   to   design   a   studio   living   room   on   the   north   end   of   
the   house   adding   significant   space   to   the   small   but   elegant   property.     
  

After   his   retirement,   William   served   as   a   part-time   lecturer   in   mining   and   geological   engineering   
for   nearly   a   decade.    Nora   was   involved   in   numerous   community   philanthropic   efforts   and   
Tucson’s   art   community.     
  

Annie   Verona   "Veronica"   Barry   Hughart   (1907–1977)     
  

The   1958   Studio   Addition   by   Veronica   Hughart   was   built   by   James   Eager.     
  

Mary   Gerdan   writing   for   the   cover   story   for   the   Tucson   Citizen   “The   Citizen   Around   Your   Home”   
section   noted:   “Hughart   designed   the   room   and   in   planning   the   windows   she   followed   the   
beautiful   lines   of   the   porch   arches   and   the   arches   of   the   arcade.”   [...]   Walls   in   the   studio   are   
white,   as   they   are   throughout   the   house,   the   floors   a   highly   polished   gray-beige   cement.   The   
ceilings   are   beamed.   In   one   corner   is   a   fireplace   with   built-up   hearth   which   extends   along   an   
adjacent   wall   to   form   a   low   bench.   Near   the   door   to   the   small   library   is   a   compact   kitchenette   
(minus   range)   where   food   may   be   prepared   and   served.   The   room   also   has   an   adjoining   
bathroom.   [...]   the   room   makes   a   lovely   setting   for   parties.   With   the   heavy   wooden   front   door   
open,   guests   can   wanter   out   under   an   arcade   that   stretches   the   length   of   the   front   patio.”     
  

Architectural   designer   Veronica   Barry   Hughart   (1907-1977)   was   born   in   Idaho   to   Ernest   
Zimmerman   Barry   and   Annie   Lee   Frazelle.   She   attended   school   in   North   Carolina   and   lived   in   
Illinois   and   Connecticut.   In   1931   she   married   John   Harding   Page   and   moved   to   a   ranch   near   
Willcox,   Arizona   in   1943.   After   her   husband’s   death,   she   purchased   and   operated   the   H   Cross   
guest   ranch   near   Bonita,   Arizona   before   moving   to   Tucson   in   1951.   In   1954   Hughart   

3  Arizona   Republic,   Mining   Company   Manager   to   Quit,   December   12,   1939,   11.     
4  Arizona   Daily   Star,   Veteran   Mining   Man   to   Retire,   December   12,   1939,   2.     
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purchased   a   three-room   adobe   shell   on   Fort   Lowell   Road   and   redesigned   it   into   her   own   home.   
In   the   early   1950s,   she   wrote   a   nationally-syndicated   newspaper   column   called   “What   A   Woman   
Thinks.”   She   studied   architecture   and   designed   and/or   remodeled   more   than   30   Tucson   
houses   between   1954   and   her   death.   She   often   worked   with   local   artisans   and   craftsmen   
including   woodworker   Chalres   Bolsius.    Hughart   died   in   Tucson,   Arizona   in   1977.   
  

Integrity   
As   defined   in   the   National   Register   Bulletin,   How   to   apply   the   National   Register   Criteria   for   
Evaluation,   integrity   is   defined   as:   “the   ability   of   a   property   to   convey   its   significance.   To   be   
listed   in   the   National   Register   of   Historic   Places,   a   property   must   not   only   be   shown   to   be   
significant   under   the   National   Register   criteria,   but   it   also   must   have   integrity.   The   evaluation   of   
integrity   is   sometimes   a   subjective   judgment,   but   it   must   always   be   grounded   in   an   
understanding   of   a   property's   physical   features   and   how   they   relate   to   its   significance.”   
    

The   historic   building   retains   all   seven   aspects   of   integrity   including   Location,   Design,   Setting,   
Materials,   Workmanship,   Feeling,   and   Association.     
  

1.   Location .    Built   within   the   subdivision   Colonial   Estates,   the   home   was   constructed   on   a   lot   
set   back   from   the   street.   The   house   remains   in   its   original   location.     
    

2.   Design .   Designed   by   Joesler   this   Regional   Eclectic   home   is   an   outstanding   example   of   early   
regional   modern   style,   the   home   exemplifies   interior   and   exterior   living.   The   design   coupled   with  
exceptional   craftsmanship   and   detailing   create   a   distinctive   sense   of   place   that   epitomizes   
post-WWI   Tucson.   As   noted   above   there   have   been   some   changes   to   the   property   over   time   but   
they   do   not   significantly   diminish   the   ability   of   the   property   to   convey   its   significance.     
  

3.   Setting .    Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House   retains   its   original   suburban   residential   setting.     
    

4.   Materials .    The   materials   remain   the   same   from   the   period   of   construction.    Limited   
alterations   have   remained   true   to   the   original   material   palette.   
    

5.   Workmanship .    The   quality   of   workmanship   is   intact;   the   original   craftsmanship   with   which   
the   residential   building   was   built   is   still   present,   including   exposed   material   details,   hand-applied   
plaster,   wood   beam   ceilings,   polished   concrete   floors.   Throughout   the   building,   there   is   
exceptional   workmanship   and   finish   details.    The   distinct   interior/exterior   finish   work   and   
treatment   are   outstanding   examples   of   the   post-WWI   design.     
    

6.   Feeling .    The   sense   of   place   persists,   including   the   subdivision   streetscape.   The   high   degree   
of   integrity   supports   the   retention   of   feeling.     
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7.   Association .    The   historic   associations   of   the   property   have   remained   intact;   very   few   
modifications,   except   those   detailed   in   the   alteration   section,   have   been   made   to   the   original   
design.     
    

The   building   retains   sufficient   integrity   to   convey   its   significance.   
  

Contemporary   Context   
The   family   of   Nora   Kreps   Loerpabel   donated   the   house   to   the   University   of   Arizona   Foundation   
in   1987.   The   Foundation   leased   the   home   to   the   UA    Center   for   Desert   Architecture   which   had   
plans   to   restore   the   property.    In   1992   The   UA   received   a   grant   from   the   Arizona   Heritage   Fund   5

to   fix   the   roof   and   parapets.   In   1993,   Rockly   Brittain   began   a   hands-on   workshop   through   the   
UA   to   begin   restoration.   As   part   of   the   work   the   front   yard   was   recontoured   to   stop   standing   
water,   the   pergola   stabilized,   and   work   on   the   house   was   completed.   The   plan   included   
nomination   to   the   National   Register   of   Historic   Places   but   was   never   completed.     
  

The   house   was   included   on   a   1997   UA   Foundation   -   College   of   Architecture   Joelser   Tour.   After   
funds   dried   up,   the   University   Sold   the   property   with   no   deed   restrictions   or   protections   and   
subsequent   owners   made   continued   modifications   to   the   interior   including   remodeling   the   
bathrooms   and   kitchen.     
  

5  Tucson   Citizen,   Sad   Decay,   August   28,   1991,   6.     
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   Site   Plan,   1994,   Draft   NRHP   Nomination   by   Elisa   Del   Bono   
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   Floor   Plan,   1994,   Draft   NRHP   Nomination   by   Elisa   Del   Bono   
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Joesler   -   Loerpabel   House,   Elevations   and   Sections,   1994,   Draft   NRHP   Nomination   by   Elisa   Del   Bono   

  
Bibliography   
  

Allen,   Kathleen,   Tucson   Citizen,   Joesler   Jaunt,   October   9,   1997,11.     
  

Allen,   Kathleen,   Tucson   Citizen,   Architectural   Restoration,   April   20,   1994,   16.     
  

Turner,   Tom,   Arizona   Daily   Star,   UA   Students   Restoring   Architect   Home,   August   8,   1993.   6   
  

Tucson   Citizen,   Editorial   Page,   Sad   Decay,   August   28,   1991,   6.     
  

Stiles,   Edward,   Desert   Gem:   Architecture   Center   has   Plans   for   House,   January   11,   1988,   23.     
  

Brigham,   Stephen   K.   AIA,   Et.   Al.   Joesler   &   Murphey,   An   Architectural   Legacy   for   Tucson,   1994.     
  

Bono,   Elisa   Del,   Joesler   -   Loerpabel   Residence,   National   Register   of   Historic   Places   Nomination   
1994.     
  

Planning   &   Development   Services   Department   (PDSD)   -   201   N.   Stone   Avenue   
P.O.   Box   27210   -   Tucson,   AZ   85726-7210   

Telephone:   (520)   791-5550   -   Fax:   (520)   791-5852   
Website:    www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd   

Email:   DSD_zoning_administration@tucsonaz.gov   
    

63   

http://www.tucsonaz.gov/pdsd


Collins,   William,   et   al.   National   Register   of   Historic   Places   Multiple   Property   Documentation   
Form:   The   Single   Family   Residential   Architecture   of   J.   Th.   Joesler,   J.   and   H.   Murphey   in   
Tucson,   Arizona,   1927-1956.   
  

Contemporary   Photographs   
  

Photos   by   GMVargas:   Jude   Ignacio   and   Gerardine   Vargas   for   Tucson   Historic   Preservation   
Foundation     
    

001   West   elevation   and   arcade-pergola   
  

002   West   elevation,   gate,   and   site   wall   
  

003   Entrance   gate   detail,   Longfellow   Avenue   
  

004   West   elevation   and   garage   wing,   looking   south   through   the   pergola   
  

005   West   elevation   and   arcade   from   the   roof   deck,   looking   northeast   
  

006 Second   story   bow   and   arrow   weathervane   
  

007   Central   massing   with   second   story   and   breezeway   
  

008 Breezway   detail,   looking   northeast   
  

009   Breezway   built-in   bench,   looking   north   
  

010 Geometric   massing   with   the   second   story,   looking   southwest   
  

011 Arcade,   looking   northwest     
  

012 Arcade   detail   and   north   gate,   looking   south     
    

013 Arcade,   north   elevation,   looking   southwest   
  

014 West   facade   detail   with   breezay   into   rear   patio,   looking   east   
  

015 Pergola   and   studio   door,   looking   east     
  

016 South   elevation,   garage   with   carriage   doors,   looking   northeast     
  

017 Southeast   elevation,   outside   stairs,   looking   north     
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018   Southeast   elevation,   storage   room   details,   looking   south   
  

019   Southeast   elevation,   outside   stairs,   looking   northwest   
  

020 North   elevation,   looking   south     
  

021   Interior,   livingroom,   looking   northwest   
  

022 Interior,   livingroom,   fireplace   details,   looking   north     
  

023 Interior,   studio,   picture   window   and   door,   looking   northwest     
  

024 Interior,   studio,   window   arcade,   looking   southwest     
  

025 North   elevation,   studio   window,   looking   southwest     
  

026 East   elevation,   secondary   elevation,   looking   west   
  

027   East   elevation   and   landscape,   looking   northwest   
  

028   East   elevation,   kitchen   exterior,   looking   west   
  

029   East   elevation,   studio   door,   looking   west     
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