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Tucson-Pima County Historical Commission
Plans Review Subcommittee

LEGAL ACTION REPORT

Thursday, June 11, 2020

Pursuant to safe practices during COVID-19 pandemic, all in-person
meetings are cancelled until further notice. The meeting was held
virtually to allow for healthy practices and social distancing. The
meeting was accessible at provided link to allow for participating
virtually and/or calling in.

Call to Order and Roll Call

Meeting called to order at 1:04 P.M., and per roll call, a quorum was established.

Commissioners Present: Terry Majewski (Chair), Michael Becherer, Jill Jenkins,
Jim Sauer, Jan Mulder, and Sharon Chadwick.

Commissioners Absent/Excused: None

Applicants/Public Present: Eric Barrett, ARC Studios, Inc; Corky Poster and
Savannah McDonald, PMMPoster, Mirto, McDonald Architecture; Chris Evans,
Chris Evans Architect Firm; Phil Swaim, Swaim Associates LTD; Terry Johansen,
Aqua Design International, Helen Erickson, TCC Today; Karla Van Drunen
Littooy, TCC Today, and Steve Grede, Chair Historic Landscape Subcommittee.

Staff Members Present: Michael Taku, Jodie Brown, Koren Manning, Maria
Gayosso (PDSD), and Crystal Dillahunty (Ward 6).

Approval of the Legal Action Report (LAR) from Meeting of
5-28-20

It was moved by Commissioner Jenkins, duly seconded by Commissioner Mulder,
and carried by a roll call vote of 6-0 to approve the Legal Action Report from the
meeting of 5-28-20 as submitted.

Historic Preservation Zone Review Cases
UDC Section 5.8/TSM 9-02.0.0/Historic District Design Guidelines/Revised
Secretary of the Interior’'s Standards and Guidelines

3a. HPZ 20-027, 380 N, Meyer Avenue
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El Presidio Historic Preservation Zone (ELPHPZ), Contributing
Resource,
Demolition of a remnant exterior wall dating ca. 1901.

Staff Taku summarized the history of the project review and read into the
record the recommendations from the El Presidio Historic Zone Advisory
Board (ELPHZAB) from the meeting of 5-29-20. Staff noted that the
proposed wall for demolition was part of an addition to the historic house
that shows on the Sanborn maps as an addition in 1901.

Abigail Rosenberg, the property owner, provided background on the
proposed demolition. Rosenberg indicated that the wall has been in poor
condition since she was child and was confirmed during ELPHZAB review
that in the 1970s the addition had already fallen into serious disrepair. She
indicated that the wall is brick, that there are no historical photos of the
addition, no buildings to the immediate north or east, and they intend to
install a wood fence where the wall currently exists. In the future, the
applicant intends to build another addition.

Discussion was held. Subcommittee had many questions and expressed
concerns including but were not limited to the lack of sufficient review
materials, i.e., a site plan; elevations, full documented photos of the
addition and wall to evaluate the proposal, and replacement plans; and
dimensioned length and width of the wall. Based on this, the consensus
was that there were insufficient materials provided to complete the case
review for demolition. Action was taken.

It was moved by Commissioner Sauer, duly seconded by Commissioner
Mulder, and passed unanimously by a roll call vote of 6-0 to recommend,
with the applicant’s approval, that the case be continued to a future
meeting so that the applicant can return with documentation that has been
requested, in particular site plan, elevations, and photos of all of the
existing wall sections that are being requested to be demolished.

Rio Nuevo Area (RNA)/Infill Incentive District (IID) Review Cases
UDC Section 5.12.6.E.2; 5.12.7 & 5.12.10

4a. RNA/DRB/HPZ 20-035, 260 S. Church Avenue
Rio Nuevo Area/Downtown Core Sub-District, Downtown IID
Hardscape and landscape restoration, Upper Plaza.
Individually Listed on the National Register.



*Note: Commissioner Becherer recused from this case (left meeting at
1:37, returned 2:35)

Staff Taku and Gayosso provided an overview of the project. Staff
mentioned that the project had been presented to the Historic Landscapes
Subcommittee [of the Tucson-Pima County Historical Commission (HLS)].

Architect Phil Swaim, Swaim Associates LTD, provided an overview of the
project as part of Rio Nuevo restoration program. As presented to the
HLS, he discussed the restoration/rehabilitation of the landscape to the
original Eckbo design and plaza; water-quality issues; hardscape
rehabilitation; plant growth; lighting; parking garage; and restoration of the
fountains.

Architect Corky Poster from PMMPoster, Mirto, McDonald Architecture,
discussed the three phases and methodology for the TCC landscaping
design. Focus groups were convened and consulted on history and
culture; plant materials; and fountains, lighting, and safety concerns. The
three phases of the project include: Upper plaza; the walkway; and the
hotel work. He noted that the project has multiple histories and that the
landscape needs to tell multiple stories and to be welcoming to all
Tucsonans.

Landscape Architect Eric Barrett from ARC Studios, Inc. repeating same
presentation as made to the HLS, discussed work to be done to address
existing site conditions, improvements, and concerns. The work included
but was not limited to: removal of art work and Gecko signage; remove
and replace hardscape; re-install lighting; remove/replace some plants;
install new irrigation system; install sub-surface drainage; improve root
growth and development area for trees; replace vegetation and the
missing eucalyptus with Eucalyptus microtheca; and restore Kiosk and
other site amenities. He noted that further investigation of ways to
integrate the line of eucalyptus into the live oak grid will be undertaken
and reported.

Subcommittee discussed and asked for clarifications. Explanations were
provided on removal of artwork; removal of sighage; planters on Upper
Plaza; rectangular opening grid vs. existing grid causing conflict in
direction (geometry); and a consensus on a good interpretation of Eckbo
design and balancing of the various needs. Action was taken.

It was moved by Commissioner Mulder, duly seconded by Commissioner
Sauer, and carried by a roll call vote of 5-0 (with Commissioner Becherer
recusing) to recommend approval as presented and as recommended for
approval by the Historic Landscapes Subcommittee [of the Tucson-Pima
County Historical Commission], noting that the applicant has responded to



5.

6.

the concern of integrating the line of eucalyptus trees into the live oak grid
and is looking for ways to address.

National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Nomination

ba. Broadmoor-Broadway National Register Nomination.
Generally located southwest of Broadway Boulevard and Country Club
Road with a Period of Significance from 1944 to 1964.

*Note: break between 2:31 and 2:35 — Commissioner Becherer returns to
meeting at 2:35.

City of Tucson Historic Preservation Officer Jodie Brown provided an
overview of the nomination and noted a letter of support from the
neighborhood for the nomination.

Nomination preparer, Chris Evans summarized the historic context;
location of the subdivision; criteria for the nomination; and contributing and
non-contributing properties surveyed within the proposed boundaries. He
discussed the character-defining features; number of properties;
boundaries of the district; accessibility; streetscape; and residential
architecture and design. Additionally, discussed the documentation of
salient features of this subdivision.

Discussion was held. Subcommittee asked for some clarifications, which
were provided. Subcommittee complimented the preparer for a thorough
application submittal, especially the quality, clarity, and detailed
documentation of the nomination proposal. It was noted that a boundary
map was not included in the package. Preparer will update with the map.
Action was taken.

It was moved by Commissioner Sauer, duly seconded by Commissioner
Becherer, and passed unanimously by a roll call vote of 5-0
(Commissioner Chadwick was not present for the roll call vote; she
dropped off the call at ~2:47 and rejoined call at ~2:55) to recommend that
this nomination be approved and commend the preparer for a thorough
and well-documented nomination.

Current Issues for Information/Discussion

a.

Minor Reviews



Staff provided an update on recently conducted reviews. Pending reviews
include:

340 N. Main Ave, windows/Doors/Gate/Stairs/HVAC/Electric Panels
(ELPHPZ); 830 N. Arizona Avenue, Windows (2) on south facades
WUHPZ); 704 S. 9™ Ave, Solar panel BHHPZ).

Appeals
None at this time.

Zoning Violations

Staff provided information on ongoing and pending cases being worked on
for compliance and/or in the review process.

Review Process Issues/Discussions

Discussions focused on the following: concerns on recent incomplete
packages for reviews, especially lack of site plans and development zone
documentation from which to judge compatibility; method of requesting
additional review material; transcription of motions and consistency in
demolition reviews.

Summary of Public Comments (Information Only)

Staff provided a public comment received in support of the Broadmoor-
Broadway nomination.

Schedule and Future Iltems for Upcoming Meetings

The next scheduled meeting is June 25, 2020; PRS meetings to be
conducted virtually until further notice.

Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 3:14 P.M.






