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Tucson-Pima County Historical Commission 
Plans Review Subcommittee 

 
LEGAL ACTION REPORT 

 
Thursday, September 23, 2021 

 
Pursuant to safe practices during the COVID-19 pandemic, all in-person meetings are 
cancelled until further notice. This meeting was held virtually to allow for healthy practices 
and social distancing. The meeting was accessible at provided link to allow for 
participating virtually and/or calling in. 
 
 

1.       Call to Order / Roll Call 
  

Meeting called to order at 1:00 P.M., and per roll call, a quorum was established. 

Commissioners Present: Terry Majewski (Chair), Carol Griffith, Joel Ireland, Rikki 
Rojas, and Jan Mulder [Helen Erickson, Non-Voting Advisory Member, also 
present] 

Commissioners Absent/Excused: Savannah McDonald 

Applicants/Public Present: Chris Evans, Martha McClements  

Staff Members Present: Jodie Brown, Chris Minniti 

2.       Approval of the Legal Action Report for the Meeting of 9-9-2021 

Motion: It was moved by Commissioner Griffith to approve the Legal Action 
Report for the meeting of 9-9-2021 as submitted. 

 
Commissioner Riojas seconded the motion.  

 
The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote of 5-0. (Commissioner 
McDonald absent) 

  
3.       National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Nominations 

  
3a. Orchard River Townhomes 

  5701 E Glenn Street 
  National Register Criterion: C 
  Period of Significance: 1972–1974 

  
Staff Brown provided background on the proposed designation for the 
Orchard River Townhomes, including the memo written by Barbara Wyatt 
from the National Park Service.  The memo discussed Criterion 
Consideration G, which relates to properties that are not yet 50 years of 
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age.  Wyatt provided direction on how to evaluate a district that began 
construction prior to the 50-year mark and finished build out after the 50-
year mark.     

 
Chris Evans, author of the nomination, provided additional background on 
the property.  Evans also indicated that he was nominating the property 
as a building rather than a district, which would make the Wyatt 
evaluation moot.   

 
         Discussion was held. Action was taken. 

 
Motion: It was moved by Commissioner Griffith to continue the 
discussion on this [nomination] at the next [Plans Review Subcommittee] 
meeting to provide a recommendation to HSRC [Historic Sites Review 
Committee]. 

 
        Commissioner Mulder seconded the motion.  

 
The motion passed unanimously by a roll call vote of 5-0. (Commissioner 
McDonald absent) 

 
Note: The following points were raised in discussion and are noted here 
as background for the next meeting when the nomination will be 
discussed again. 

 
1. Build up the idea of exceptional importance for this property even if 

not using Criterion Consideration g. 
2. Be clearer on when construction did occur; discuss window 

replacements and how this does or does not impact integrity of the 
property; entry signage, which is just a few years old, should not be 
considered as contributing. 

3. Pros and cons of nominating the property as a building vs. as a district 
(including how this impacts tax credits). PRS members and advisory 
member Erickson had varying opinions. 

4. Whether or not Criteria Consideration g needs to be discussed in the 
nomination. 

5. Discussion of landscape was strong; consider focus on planning, 
layout, and landscape architecture aspect; emphasize importance of 
landscape. 

6. Asked preparer (Chris Evans) to provide list of properties researched 
as background for choosing the approach taken in the nomination 
(building nomination not district). 

7. Consider that trend in the preparation of National Register 
nominations appears to be shifting from buildings to districts. 

8. The preparer (Chris Evans) did a DOE [Determination of Eligibility] 
with AZSHPO several years ago, and William Collins (AZSHPO) 
provided feedback on the nomination as a district. 
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      4.  Task Force on Inclusivity Recommendations 
    

4a.  Discussion on incorporation of the Task Force on Inclusivity report 
recommendations. 

  
Discussion was held. PRS will meet and discuss a naming policy, using 
as a starting point the discussion noted in the Legal Action Report from 
the meeting of 7-8-21 and the San Diego naming policy provided by Staff 
Brown. Chair Majewski will provide these materials to PRS members. 
This discussion will be scheduled for a future meeting or meetings. 

 
No action was taken. 

  
5.  Current Issues for Information/Discussion 

  
5a. Minor Reviews 

  
Staff Brown reported that there was a minor review in the Armory Park 
HPZ for a roof, and one is coming up in the El Presidio HPZ for a gate at 
the Tucson Museum of Art. There are various pending minor reviews in 
the process of being scheduled.  

  
 5b.  Appeals 

There are no current appeals. 

5c.  Zoning Violations 

Staff Brown noted that there are ongoing and pending cases being 
worked on for compliance and/or in the review process, and that staff is 
working with their zoning violation code enforcement liaison. 

5d.  Review Process Issues 

Commission Griffith noted that the building versus district designation for 
town homes discussion needs to continue.  
 
Memo being prepared for full commission about the role of PRS versus 
the role of the full commission and historic zone advisory boards in the 
plans review process, per code. 

 
6.  Summary of Public Comments (Information Only) 

No comments were received. 

7.  Future Agenda Items for Upcoming Meetings 

Staff Brown noted that the Historic Zone Advisory Boards have been busy and 
that a result a number of reviews are coming up. The National Register 
nomination for Orchard River Townhomes was continued at today’s meeting and 
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will be heard in October, as will the relocation of properties at Speedway and 
Euclid to elsewhere in the West University HPZ (relocation only, not project). 

 
The next scheduled meeting is October 14, 2021. PRS meetings to be conducted 
virtually until further notice. 

 
8.  Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 2:02 P.M.  


