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United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 

 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register Bulletin, 

How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.   

 

1. Name of Property 

Historic name:   West University Historic District (Additional Documentation) 

Other names/site number:    

 Name of related multiple property listing: 

    

 (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  

Street & number roughly bounded by Park Ave., 6th St., Stone Ave and Speedway Blvd.   

City or town:   Tucson  State:      AZ       County:    Pima  

Not for Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 

I hereby certify that this   X    nomination        request for determination of eligibility meets 

the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 

Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In my opinion, the property        meets       does not meet the National Register Criteria. I 

recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  

level(s) of significance: 

        national                         statewide                  local 

  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

      A                    B                  C                  D 

 

 

    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

  State Historic Preservation Office, Arizona State Parks and Trails 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register 

criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title:                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 

                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:) _____________________                                                                                    

 

                     

______________________________________________________________________   

Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  

 

 Public – Local 

 

 Public – State  

 

 Public – Federal  

 

x
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 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 

 

 Building(s) 

 

 District  

 

 Site 

 

 Structure  

 

 Object  

 

Number of Resources within Property 

 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 

 5      buildings 

 

       sites 

 

       structures 

 

       objects 

 

       Total 

 

 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register     5  

 

  

 

  

 

  

X
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REQUEST TO RELOCATE CONTRIBUTING PROPERTIES WITHIN EXISTING 

DISTRICT BOUNDARIES  
 

Summary:  

 

This document requests consideration to relocate 5 houses from a prominent 

location at the corner of Speedway Boulevard and Euclid Avenue which is the 

northeast corner of the West University Historic District, to a new site 2 

blocks to the west, also within the West University District. 

 

The reason for the move is to enable the current site to be redeveloped by 

Capstone Communities, Inc., to allow construction of a new 6 story student 

housing facility. The new building recognizes the transition in the character 

and land use from a formerly residential streetscape of early-twentieth century 

Bungalows to what is now an isolated grouping of houses awkwardly surviving 

adjacent to a cluster of recent mid-rise student housing projects. These new 

buildings are now effectively the western edge of the University of Arizona 

campus.  

 

The corner of Speedway and Euclid, inclusive of the houses proposed to be moved, 

is no longer a viable location to retain the single-family historic houses as 

a viable housing site.  The historic houses are now dwarfed by the infill that 

has transformed the visual context and integrity of setting and location of the 

corner to the extent that the historic character of these houses is compromised.  

Also, due to widening of Euclid Avenue over time, the corner no longer maintains 

the appearance or continuity with the larger portion of the district that the 

site conveyed at the time the West University Historic District was listed on 

the National Register of Historic Places in 1980. 

   

Background:  

 

The West University neighborhood is a collection of houses including a 

predominance of late 19th and early 20th architectural styles, and numerous 

examples of Craftsman Bungalow and English Cottage residences. The neighborhood 

also has associations with many community leaders from that period of Tucson 

history, and a strong and ongoing correlation with the University of Arizona as 

the home of numerous University professors. 

 

To cite the original National Register nomination, (Item 8, Summary Paragraph):  

 

The West University Historic District is a significant historic area 

because it exemplifies the pattern of middle and upper class residential 

development in Tucson as that city evolved from 1890 until 1930. During 

that period, the District became the first major Tucson suburb north of 

the Southern Pacific Railroad and it retains the scale and density of an 

early 1900’s neighborhood. The buildings in this neighborhood reflect a 

full range of styles which are structures. Each Bungalow is given a 

singular identity through the application of various stylistic detailing. 

Consequently, no other area in Tucson combines such an array of unique 

structures.  

 

Beginning with the opening of the University of Arizona in 1891 and 

continuing until the Depression, the District developed as a neighborhood  
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occupied by many community leaders in politics, commerce, education, 

religion, architecture and the arts. In addition, it provided housing and 

clean dry air for tuberculosis victims who sought relief from their 

affliction by moving to Tucson. 

When the West University District was listed on the National Register in 1980, 

the district boundaries were determined, defined and justified by the major 

thoroughfares on the north and west, and the University of Arizona Campus on 

the west. Speedway Boulevard, as the north boundary and a main arterial street, 

was a logical boundary for the northern edge of the district. The architectural 

character of Speedway has changed dramatically from a partially residential 

environment along Speedway Boulevard, to what is now a haphazard mix of 

residential, institutional, and retail uses along a busy arterial street. Euclid 

Avenue retains a stronger architectural, context, but has also transitioned 

into a major thoroughfare that now is effectively the eastern border of the 

West University neighborhood.   

 

The houses on the Speedway/Euclid corner were all built between 1918-1921 based 

on their first appearance in the Tucson City Directories, or their appearance 

on the Sanborn Fire Insurance maps from 1919 and 1947 which document the 

development of this portion of Tucson. These dates were corroborated with the 

West University National Register of Historic Places nomination, and 

independently verified by newspaper research and City Directories. 

 

Architecturally, the houses represent typical residential designs and the range 

of architectural styles that were prevalent in the West University neighborhood, 

notably Craftsman Bungalow and Period Cottage. The majority of the homes in 

West University are Craftsman Bungalows, typically defined by broad porches 

accented by the use of cobblestone and basaltic tufa stone. Tufa stone is 

particularly prevalent in Tucson due to its local availability and is considered 

a native material.  
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West University Historic District. This map indicates the current boundaries of the 

district, and the proximity of the eastern boundary to the University of Arizona campus. 

The corner of Speedway and Euclid, the current site is at the north east corner of the 

district. (Detailed map follows.)  
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Detail of the northeast quadrant of the West University district. The current site is 

at the upper right, at the north east corner of the district.  The proposed new sites, 

noted 1 and 2 are roughly at the center of this map in close proximity along Second 

Avenue. 
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The houses to be moved, are identified and described in Item 7 of the original 

West University nomination as follows: 

 

Wu 343- 812 E. Speedway Boulevard:  Built 1917, one story stuccoed brick Bungalow 

with Stick Style influence.  Walls are surmounted by a gable roof with two 

chimneys.  A two-pillared porch is present on the front elevation. 

 
812 E. Speedway has an open truss in the gable.    

 

 

Wu 344   814 E. Speedway Boulevard:  Built 1917, one story stuccoed Brick 

Bungalow. Walls are surmounted by a gable roof with one chimney. A two pillared 

porch with a ventilator extends across the front elevation.  

 
814 E. Speedway is notable for the use of tufa stone for the foundation and porch piers. 
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Wu 345  818 E. Speedway Boulevard:  Built 1917; one story stuccoed brick Bungalow 

with Craftsman influence. Walls are surmounted by a gable roof with a ventilator 

and one chimney. A two-pillared porch is present on the front elevation. 

 
 

 

818 E. Speedway features cobblestone piers and chimney along the east elevation. 

 

Wu 354  1040/1042 N Euclid Avenue.  Duplex, Built ca. 1920; one story stuccoed 

brick Bungalow. Walls are surmounted by a gable roof with a front ventilator 

and one chimney.  A three-pillared porch is present on the front elevation.  

 
1040/1042 Euclid Avenue has 2 identical porches, on the west and one facing south. There 

is also a Craftsman pergola on the south elevation. 
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Wu 352  1036 N. Euclid Avenue:  Built ca. 1921; one story stuccoed brick 

Bungalow. Walls are surmounted by a curved gable roof.  A pillared porch with 

two columns is present of the front elevation. 

 
1036 S. Euclid has a distinctive porch with Classical columns.  When relocated, this 

façade will front on 2nd Avenue. It will be adjacent to the current house on the site 

 

All of the houses to be moved are architecturally intact and have original in 

architectural features and high integrity of design. They are structurally 

sound, but the exterior condition is generally poor due to deferred maintenance. 

The architectural details such as the cobblestone piers, tufa stone, and all of 

the Craftsman details of the porches and pergola will be detached and re-

assembled as part of the rehabilitation process on the new site.  
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NEW SITE: ORIENTATION and PLACEMENT:  

 
The houses are to be relocated to two locations on Second Avenue, two blocks 

west of Euclid Avenue, and two blocks south of Speedway.   

 

Four of the five will retain their compass orientation as they stand on the 

current site.  

 

 
 

Current site placement and compass orientation, indicated by arrows pointing 

north and west.  
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The new locations are consistent with the historic and architectural 

characteristics of West University, although they will now be located on an 

internal street in a more solid residential context, reminiscent of their 

original setting. The new site proposed for the 4 houses is adjacent to an 

existing contributing house constructed in 1922.  The relocated houses are all 

similar in age and style to the architectural character of the new site and 

adjacent streetscapes, and are similar in style, scale and massing.  

 

 

SITE 1 928 N. 2nd Avenue, 4 Houses will be behind and adjacent to the existing 

house constructed in 1922. (Right in photo below) The mid-1930’s addition to 

the rear was built after the period of significance of the West University 

district. It will be demolished to accommodate the houses per the new site plan.  

 

 
Site plan for 928 N. 2nd Avenue, anticipated to accommodate 4 houses.  

 

Former 812 E Speedway:  Will face north, fronting on an unnamed alley.  

 

Former 814 E. Speedway: Will face south on to Jacobus Alley, a dedicated alley 

in general use within the neighborhood.  (This is the only house that will not 

be placed in its original orientation) 

 

Former 1036 S. Euclid Ave:  Faces east, placed on the lot to be consistent with 

the setback of the streetscape along Second Avenue.  

 

Former 1030/1042 S. Euclid Ave: Facing west, but situated behind the English 

Cottage (1036). This placement enables the portico and pergola on the west 

elevation to face the street, and the porch and pergola on the south elevation 

to be prominent along the Jacobus Alley making these features more visible than 

they are at the current location.  
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View of the site at 918 N. 2nd Avenue, looking west from the rear of the site.  The house 

at the rear is on the west side of 2nd Avenue.   
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SITE 2: 548 E. 1st Street: 

 

 
548 E. 1st Street is a 1970s house that is identified as a non-contributor.  

 

Former 818 E. Speedway.  The fifth house, currently 818 E. Speedway will replace 

a non-contributing house that will be demolished.  The relocated house is a 

Craftsman Bungalow featuring a cobblestone porch, foundation, and chimney, 

features will be more visible to the public streetscape than at the current 

location.  

 

 
Future placement of 818 Speedway, following demolition of the existing house 

that is not a contributing property. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Form Prepared By 

name/title:   Roger A. Brevoort  

organization:   Brevoort Preservation Strategies  

street & number:   102 E. Buchanan Street  

city or town:   Phoenix  state:    AZ  zip code:  85004  

e-mail:   roger@trurealty.com  

telephone:   (602) 690-8080  

date:            September, 2021  

 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Supplemental Graphics are attached.  

 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15-minute series) indicating the property's 

location.    See map above (Page 6) from City of Tucson GIS 

    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 

resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 

 Additional items: (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 

  
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time 
for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this 
burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 
C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 


