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Sustainable Code Committee 
Minutes 

August 21, 2013 
3:00 PM 

Joel D. Valdez Main Library  
101 N. Stone Ave., 4th floor conference room 

 
 
1. Welcome and Introductions  
 

Attendees: 
 
City Staff: Adam Smith (PDSD), Irene Ogata (OCSD)  
 
Committee Members: Danielle Kontovas Fidel, Rob Kulakofsky, Jason Wong, Hank 
Krzysik, Joseph Maher, Cathy Blough. 
 
Audience: Kelly Lee, Aaron Thompson  

 
2. Discussion of the Proposed Urban Agriculture Text Amendments 
 

Greenhouse – The committee recommended that greenhouses cooled solely by an 
evaporative cooler will be considered passive greenhouses for the purposes of 
determining setbacks.  
 
Composting – The committee recommended replacing the general “Best Management 
Practices” requirement with the more specific nuisance mitigation as provided in the 
August 14th draft. The committee recommended that increased setbacks not be required 
of composting areas in residential areas because the composting area will still have to 
comply with the nuisance mitigation requirements. Additionally, the City does not 
require setbacks for solid waste containers. Increased setbacks should be considered 
when the proposed composting is at a larger scale, as may be the case with a community 
garden or urban farm. Conditions can be added at the time of approval affecting the 
location and setback of such composting areas to reduce potential impacts on surrounding 
residential areas.  
 
Urban Farm – The committee recommended the following: 

• Revise the proposal to reduce the minimum lot size requirement in the R-1, R-2, 
R-3, MH-1, MH-2, OS, NC, and RVC from 4-acres to 2-acres for the following 
reasons: 1) 4 acres is overly restrictive – there are relatively few sites of this size 
with this type of zoning in the City. The 4-acre requirement would essentially 
limit the potential use to closed school campuses and possibly closed church sites, 
Reducing the size to 2 acres potentially increases the number of opportunities 
while ensuring that a typical urban residential lot will not be used; 2) A successful 
urban farm can be done on far less than 4 acres; 3) The market and operating costs 



 2

will determine the minimum lot size needed for an urban farm to be profitable. 
One contributing factor is that water will be charged at a commercial rate, which 
is considerably higher than residential rates. 

• Revise the proposal allowing urban farms on less than 2 acres through the Zoning 
Examiner Special Exception Procedure, which requires notice to surrounding 
property owners and a public hearing.    

• Revise the proposal to not require landscaping and screening around the fields for 
the following reasons: 1) The growing of crops should not be considered visual 
blight requiring screening; 2) Irene cited a study from Japan showing that urban 
farms had a cooling effect on the surrounding area when left unscreened (i.e. 
mitigates urban heat island effect). Screening will obstruct air flow which 
contributes to this cooling effect; 3) Other similar businesses around town, such 
as Mesquite Valley Growers Nursery, are screened with wrought iron and/or 
chain link without seemingly being a nuisance on nearby residential areas; 4) 
Even if screening is not required, owners of an urban farm will still likely provide 
some sort of screening for security purposes; 5) The adjacent residences will most 
likely already have screening themselves; and, 6) Opaque screening, such as a 
fence or wall, around multiple acres is cost prohibitive and discourages the 
development of urban farms.  

 
Farmers’ Markets 
The committee recommended revising the proposal to emulate San Jose, CA’s 
regulations for farmers’ markets in residential zones as follows: 

• Small farmers’ markets (i.e. max 15 vendors and occupies less than 10,000 sf) are 
permitted as an accessory use on Agricultural, Civic, or Recreational use no more 
than 2 days/week. Hours are limited to no more than 6 hours/day between 7 am – 
9 pm. 

• Farmers’ Markets larger than a small farmers’ market can be considered through a 
PDSD Director Special Exception procedure and would require annual renewal. 

 
Keeping of Small Farm Animals 
 
Animal Units: The committee recommended the proposal as shown in the August 14th 
draft. 
 
Setbacks: The committee recommended the following: 

• Revise to proposal to allow an exception to the setback requirements when an 
animal shelter in areas where the setback cannot be met because of existing 
development patterns, such as in parts of the barrios where the houses are on 
relatively small lots and have zero foot setbacks; and, 

• Revise the proposal to make an exception to the accessory use setback (note: the 
20’ setback from adjacent principal residence would still apply) when the 
screening between the properties is opaque and nonvegetative, such as a block 
wall or solid slat fence. 

• Clarify that when a shelter is in the front yard the screening must be 
nonvegetative in addition to opaque.    
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Home Gardens, Home Garden Sales, and Community Gardens – The committee 
recommended going forward with the August 14th proposal as written. 
 
Other Revisions: The committee recommended the following: 

• Allow gardens accessory to restaurants and other businesses consistent with 
proposed home garden regulations; 

• Allow rooftop gardens; and, 
• Allow community gardens to count toward satisfying functional open space 

requirements in Flexible Lot Developments.  
 

3.     Call to the Audience  
 

There were no speakers.  
 
4. Next Steps  
 

Staff will “translate” the proposal with the recommended revisions described above into 
ordinance form. 
 
Staff will be meeting with neighborhood representatives in early September to discuss 
and gather feedback on the proposed Urban Agriculture amendments. Sustainable Code 
Committee members will be invited to attend to offer background and rationale for the 
recommendations. 
 
The next committee meeting is Wednesday, September 18th at 3 pm at the Joel D. Valdez 
Main Library (101 N. Stone Ave., 4th floor conference room). At the September 18th 
meeting, the committee will be briefed on the neighborhood representative meeting and 
discussion of the solar development standards will begin. 
 
The meeting concluded at 4:40.  

 
 


